11th November 2016

Woodlands Academy of Learning
Dear Parents and Carers,
Last Friday was very quiet in school with both Y1 and Y5 out
on class visits. Y1 had a wonderful day exploring Blists Hill
and Y5 went back in time to Selly Manor to learn about the
Tudors. More class visits are planned over the next few
weeks. We strongly believe that first hand experiences enable
children to gain a greater understanding and brings learning
alive.
Remembrance has been the theme this week. Thank you to
all our families who have supported Armistice day with the
purchase of poppies and associated items from Woodlands.
All our classes held the two minute silence this morning along
with the rest of the Country.
Y6 missed our week of Aspiration as they were at Bryntysilio
and so began to think about their own aspirations this week.
They also had the opportunity in an assembly for KS2 to
share the photographs of challenges and fun they had on
their week away.

Dates for the Calendar
16.11.16 RE Class Assembly 10:20
16.11.16 Y3 Visit
16.11.16 Y2 Reading University (invited families)
18.11.16 Children In Need / Non Uniform Day
21.11.16 Last day for Christmas lunch orders
23.11.16 2G Class Assembly 10:20
23.11.16 YN Christmas Lunch
25.11.16 School closed for children
27.11.16 6:00 Festival of Light at The Methodist
Church, Woodlands choir will be singing
28.11.16 YRE Christmas lunch
29.11.16 YRJ Christmas lunch
30.11.16 Y1P Christmas lunch
1.12.16 Y1H Christmas lunch
2.12.16 Y4 Visit

We had planned for parent Maths workshops to be held
during this week but we have postponed these workshops
until the New Year. Our training day on the 25th November
is focussing on our approach to enable children to gain a
greater depth of understanding and will also link to these
workshops. The plan is for you to work alongside your child
to learn some of the strategies that we use in school to teach
Maths. As soon as the new dates are set I shall let you know.

1.12.16 Puppet production of Christmas Nativity

Next Friday is a Spotacular day for Children
In Need so please remember to send in a
donation and children can wear non uniform. If your child has spotty clothes to
wear then we can all be spotty together.

6.12.16 Y6 Theatre Visit

It is starting to get busy so this newsletter is full of dates and
reminders for your calendar.

9.12.16 YR Visit Ash End Farm

Have a peaceful weekend, Mrs Newton.

1.12.16 Choir performing in the evening at Forest
Arts.
2.12.16 Y2 Christmas lunch
2.12.16 Christmas Fair after school
5.12.16 Y3 Christmas lunch
6.12.16 Y4 Christmas lunch

7.12.16 Y5 Christmas lunch
8.12.16 8:30 - 9:00 and 3:30 - 4:00 Parent on line
safety workshops
8.12.16 Y6 Christmas lunch

9.12.16 6:00 Christmas Carol Production at Woodlands (more information to come)
13.12.16 EYFS and KS1 Concerts
14.12.16 Y3/4 and Y5/6 Concerts
15.12.16 Y3/4 and Y5/6 Concerts
16.12.16 Christmas Jumper Day / End of term

Y1 explore
Blists Hill

Applying for a Reception School Place
It is important that all our Nursery families ensure they
apply for a place in Reception. The application is on line
and is available to be completed from 7th November.
Closing date is 15th January.

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in
our ‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. These are the children who earned: Star Of The Week.
Class

RE
RJ

1P
1H
2G

Name
Deaisha Wilson
Adam Youseff
Sophie Brotherton
Harry Jackson
All of Year 1
Tamika Cooper

3CP

Harvey Cooper
Lacey Stanley
Lucas Moore
T-Jay Wildman
Riley Hems
Elias Speed

4N

Gabriel Davies

2RG
3P

4R
5A

Lilly Woodcock
Tiegan Pearce
Jacob Smith
Amya Ellis
Alfie MarshallJones

5T
6E

Holly Reid
Billy Pritchard
Jack Webb
Brooke Squire

6P

Ellie Whitfield
Shaun Perry

Reason
For incredible reading and comprehension skills
For lovely, long explanations of what is happening in his story book.
For a super picture of bonfire night and re-telling the story of Guy Fawkes
For super work with Numicon, investigating finding one less
For mature and sensible behaviour at Blists Hill. All of the children represented Woodlands
well with their positive attitude and good behaviour
Being a superstar learner and doing extra home learning at home during the holidays. Well
done Tamika.
For a fantastic acrostic poem about fireworks. Harvey is a poet!
For super maths work all week and challenging herself. Well done Lacey!
For challenging himself in Maths, well done Lucas, your hard work is paying off.
For excellent sharing and grouping using a number of methods
For being such a caring and helpful member of our class
For super science knowledge and investigation while at Pool Hayes Academy
For full marks on his spelling test this week. He has tried extremely hard to learn them off
by heart.
For increased confidence multiplying 2d x 1d and 3d x 1d using the formal written method
For persevering and making progress with multiplication
For a fabulous poster created for home learning
For a positive attitude and great determination when converting decimal numbers to fractions in maths. Keep it up Amya!
For answering and asking fantastic questions whilst at Selly Manor on Friday. You are a
wonderful role model and a great representative of Woodlands – Conscientious, polite and
determined to make the most of every learning opportunity
For your amazing understanding of decimal numbers and converting them to fractions.
For your ever growing confidence in maths. It’s been lovely to see.
A fantastic poem about Pompeii, you drew upon a suitable rhythm and rhyme scheme as
well as using adventurous vocabulary. Well done!
Excellent contributions to our discussion about the destruction of Pompeii. You used thought
-provoking questions to effectively deepen your understanding.
Super effort and contribution of word functions.
Superb contributions during maths lessons and independently checking your answers.

Christmas Performance Dates and Times

Y5 explore Selly
Manor

Online Safety for
Parents
We all want to keep our
children safe but the
world of technology
moves so quickly that it is hard for us to keep up, although our children seem to manage it!
We have asked Nicola Rudge who is Walsall’s lead for
on line safety to lead two parent workshops. The content of these workshops will be linked to your responses in the questionnaire that Miss Harvey has sent
home.
Thursday 8th December 8:30 - 9:00 and 3:30 - 4:00
Nicola Rudge will also be leading class workshops in
December and staff training in January. Then we can
all be experts in keeping our children safe, in school
and at home.

Christmas lunches
Have you booked your Christmas lunch with your child?
Last date for booking with the school office is Monday
21st November.

Christmas Card Orders
Proofs have been sent home so you can admire your child’s
artwork. Date for last orders for a set of cards is Monday
14th November.

The leaf we are focussing on for the next week
from our vision is:

Resilience
The controversial question we are considering
in school and to
debate at home:

How can we be
resilient if someone is unkind?

Items needed for the Christmas Fair
The date is creeping closer and Mrs Richards is
starting to organise us all. Have you had a sort
out at home in preparation for Santa’s gifts?
We need items for the Christmas stalls, including bottles,
unwanted gifts, teddies and
toys in a good condition.
Please send any items into
school, where they will be
gratefully received.

Toast in the morning
Can parents please be aware that the ‘toast shop’ stops
serving at 8:55, so it is important for your children to be
on time if they would like toast before school.

Smart Children
I have noticed that a number of children
aren’t wearing their school tie. This is an
important part of our uniform and shows pride in our
special school. They are available to purchase from the
office. Thank you.

EYFS have fun at
the Pumpkin Party

