Friday 13th January 2017

Dear Parents and Carers,
This term we are focussing on the teaching of Reading in our school
and the impact this has on children’s progress.
As you are aware, we have recently introduced the Bug Club with exciting titles and the availability of
e-books, that can be accessed at home. This scheme has also brought an increased focus at
Woodlands, on children’s understanding (comprehension) of what they read. Many children can read
their home reader (or another text) aloud to us BUT can they answer questions about what they have
just read? Some children just read words without thinking about what the
text is telling them.
The whole point of reading is to learn something new and / or enjoy the
escape into a different world with new friends. So it is essential that
children can tell us about what they have just read.
Reading is taught daily for every child at Woodlands:
Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 undertake phonic focussed lessons
every day, which encompasses learning the phonic sounds (eg oa, ai, ay, th) and then apply
this learning to read a book. In addition to these lessons, children also undertake at least one
specific Guided Reading lesson.
KS2 undertake guided reading every day. At least once every week, your child will work in a
small, teacher led group that will involve reading part of a text, questioning and discussing the
text, as well as learning new words to extend their vocabulary.
Also, children read their home reader to an adult in school, on a regular basis.
It has been wonderful to visit every class this week and see the teaching of Reading in action. Your
children were enthused to talk to us about their reading, what they like and how they think we can
improve in this area. One thing was clear – children LOVE the Bug Club! As our Reading Leader,
Mrs Pitt has added her thoughts below about our learning walk.
Will it snow? Won’t it snow? Whatever you are doing this weekend - please wrap up! Mrs Newton.

Reading Learning walk On Tuesday this week, Mrs Newton, Mr Jones (an external
educational consultant) and I carried out a learning walk throughout the school with a focus on
Guided Reading. We visited every class (Y1 – Y6) and what we saw was pretty amazing. All
children were taking part in a range of small group reading activities including: guided sessions
with the teacher, independent reading, phonic skills, dictionary work, comprehension tasks, as
well as Bug Club!
We know the areas of strength within the subject of guided reading but more importantly have
identified points for development in order to take the children even further on their journey of
progress in reading.
May I take this opportunity to thank you for the support you are giving through hearing your
child read every night, be it a real book or using Bug Club.
Mrs Pitt Reading Leader

How can you help your child increase their enjoyment and skill in reading?
Your role in helping your child/ren progress in their reading skills is essential. It might seem like
your children spend a significant amount of time in school every day, but when you break it
down into hours: The school day is very limited. The chart below shows how little time your
children spend in school and how much time they spend with you. Surprised? We were too.

Proportion of Time Spent In School
During A Year
7%
Hours out of school
Hours spent in school
93%

Quick Tips
Hearing your child read their home reader daily. Don’t forget to ask questions about what
your child has just read, ask your child to find the answer or clues in the text and point
to it. Questions like: Where is the character? Where are they going? Why are they

doing that? How does that character feel? How can you tell?
Reading to your child. It doesn’t matter how old your child is - children love this
opportunity to snuggle up with you and enjoy an exciting story, possibly a story that
they couldn’t access at this time independently. When reading aloud you can show
your child how you can change your voice for different characters, add expression and
excitement or tension.
Extend your child’s vocabulary – introduce new words, explain what they mean, encourage
your child to use them when talking or writing.

Read anything with your child! Road signs, posters,
leaflets, magazines...
Reading is reading!

What are Values?
Which Values make a difference?
What are your children’s values?
Poppy and Oliver Russell were good sports in our assembly this
week as we discovered aspects of their identity, from hair colour
to family members, likes and dislikes. Every aspect of their
identity that we discussed, was written onto a piece of paper
and stuck to their uniform.
We then moved onto defining a value and understanding that
our values affect what we say and do. Resilience, kindness and
honesty were all important values to Poppy and Oliver and
consequently were part of their identity. By the end of the
assembly we could only see their faces!
We also discussed our school values, and that these are the leaves on our Woodland tree and how we learn
about these values every week. I finally left our children with a challenge for next week, can you help your child
find and learn these values?

What are the Five British Values that our government promotes for all British Citizens to
believe in, so that our Country can be a better place for us all?
Week beginning 9.1.16 Y2, Y5 and Y6 parents
can sign up for parent consultation times
17.1.17

R, Y4 and Y6 Height and Weight Checks by the NHS

17.1.17

4:00 Dodgeball Competition for identified children

17.1.17

4:00 – 6:00 Y2, Y5 and Y6 Parent Consultations

18.1.17

4:00 – 6:00 Y2, Y5 and Y6 Parent Consultations

20.1.17

Maths family workshop in Reception

20.1.17

Nursery NHS Eye tests

23.1.17

Owls flying in for Y1

26.1.17

2:30 Y2 SAT meeting for parents

25.1.17

10:20 4R Class Assembly

25.1.17

Chinese New Year lunch for KS2 and Y3 parents

30.1.17

Nursery family learning workshop

31.1.17

Nursery family learning workshop

7.2.17

Swimming gala for identified children (pm)

7.2.17

Online safety day

6.2.17

pm Maths family Workshops for Y1 to Y6 during this
week

Internet Forms Into School
It is very important that the acceptable
use form is returned, otherwise your
child won’t be able to access the
internet on the ipads or laptops
independently within school.

School Uniform Reminder
We are now in winter uniform, no
child in R to Y6 should be wearing a
polo shirt. Big, beautiful hair bows,
earrings and accessories should be
saved for the weekend. Plus, please
follow school colours for socks.
If a child isn’t dressed in correct school
uniform they will lose one of their
STARs for the week
and then it will
take them longer to
visit my star shop
for a prize!

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in
our ‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. These are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.
Clas
s
RE
RJ
1P

1H

Name

Reason

Zack Morris
Luis Wildman
Charley Maxwell
Jonan Kairo
Jayden Bateman
Kayden Dennis

For ordering numbers at home and counting to 20 at school.
For writing your name beautifully
For working hard to write his name – Well done!
For a wonderful thank you letter to Santa
For counting groups of objects in multiples of 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. Very impressive
For showing a good understanding of multiplication by sharing objects into equal
groups
For being a fantastic Mathematician! Harvey confidently applied his knowledge of
his 2’s, 5’s and 10’s to help his solve number sentences when sharing equally. Well
done!
For having a positive start to her learning, taking on tasks independently. Well done
Ruby!
For being Mini Teachers and helping to change the reading records & books during
lunch time.
For fantastic answers to non-fiction comprehension. Well done!
For putting 100% effort into his writing for his recount. Well done!
For sharing his knowledge about important history in London
For his enthusiasm and energy during every activity – Well done!
For writing a detailed recount of his Christmas/New Year celebrations as part of
home learning.
For asking some fabulous questions during Y3 Big Bang introducing China.
For super rainforest questions using the BAD approach
For a good reflection on her answers from previous test papers. She said she
understood where she went wrong with some of her questions
For settling into his new class – Always with a smile
For extra home learning about our new Learning Unit topic.
For demonstrating a positive, ‘can-do’ attitude when undertaking his assessments
last week. Keep up the great work and keep smiling.
For showing a great improvement in comprehension when reading and
demonstrating this in her assessment last week. Keep it up, Aaliyah!
For the hard work and effort you have put into your recent assessments.
For all the hard work you have put into your Maths skills, this has really shown in
our recent assessments.
For making a fantastic start to the term. You are able to recall all of your learning
and have returned with a wonderful motivated attitude.
For your excellent, thought-provoking contributions to our British Values discussion.
For a great recall of a range of clauses during an English revision lesson.
For fantastic contributions towards all of your learning. You have come back ready
to learn and already giving 100% in everything

Harvey Webster
Ruby White

2G
2RG
3P
3CP

4N

4R
5A

Oliver Russell and
Katie Ward
Ellie Roath-Moore
George Webb
Kai Davies
Jack Ellam
Corde’ Cumberbatch
Finley Westwood
Joe Mills
Grace Marsh
Kyle Evans
Ethan Baker
Callum Halls
Aaliyah Edwards

5T

Kacey Gott
Holly Reid

6E

Miss Evans English
and Maths Set
Mark West
Shaun Perry
Sam Freeman-Chick

6P

