Friday 17th February 2017

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a whirlwind of a half term with a core focus on learning for
children and families. The best bit is that our children have been taking
the lead…
With Learning Ambassadors leading the way in monitoring and evaluating standards in the environment and planning how to improve it… On
Monday we were joined by the Learning Ambassadors from Pool Hayes
Primary School. Together, the children shared their roles and started to develop their ‘job descriptions’. We
hope to visit Pool Hayes in the next half term.
Children have also been taking the lead in our parent workshops too, providing them with an opportunity to
teach their parents and family members. It is wonderful how you have supported our numerous workshops;
SAT meetings, Maths workshops, with Impact home learning programmes in Reception and Nursery. Y1
Reading workshop will take place after the holiday. It doesn’t matter how old we are - learning never ends,
it is indeed Learning for Life at Woodlands!
Children have continued to lead, as Digital Leaders have been trained and together created a fabulous online
safety display to teach their peers. Children teaching has continued into the Learning rooms as some Y6
children are trained Reading Leaders and impact on a weekly basis on our Y3 children’s reading skills. In Y6,
we also have Maths Tutors.
Next half term promises to be just as busy… World Book Day is on the horizon, our Talent Show, Red Nose
day, parent consultations and a very exciting Explore and Discovery week. We had all best have a rest.
Happy holidays and see you on Monday 27th February. Mrs Newton
Maths Tutors in Y6: These are designated children who offer support to those
less confident in their learning during Maths lessons and other tasks involving
mathematical skills. This also embeds learning for those undertaking peer
tutoring as they secure approximately 85% of what they teach, enabling them
to think at greater depth and encourage their peers to do so too. The children
in 6P have responded well to this, requesting help or discussing their thoughts
more openly with each other.
One child has taken this one step further. She has been tutoring children at
lunchtime, teaching challenging concepts using resources that she has made at
home herself. She requested her own copy of the Y6 maths targets to discuss
with her tutor group what they would like to focus on next. She has shown outstanding reasoning and explanation skills, building confidence in her peers and
demonstrating her commitment to learning.

Following a study of poetic
features, Y5 have been inspired by
the book Trash. To write poems
about the boys and girls who live,
and rummage daily, for pickings
amongst mountainous piles of garbage.
Heart-breaking poems.

In the Slums
Dragging the shacks into the bright light,
Another day another fight.
Surrounded with bollards of rubbish,
Clean it up or you’ll be punished

Like bombs blisters burst,
The children say this is the worst.
Their dirty houses are falling apart,
They didn’t have a very good start.

The Rag-Pickers

As they were looking for rags,
All they found were plastic bags.

A blistering weather,
Happiness is never,

The air in the slums is full of sighs,
As they were looking at the big blue sky.

Small house falling down,
Wishing for another town,

In the slums they suffer from hunger and thirst,

With rubbish all around,

As they walk blisters burst.

Hoping for a clean ground,
Wishing for their souls to be found,

Would you rather be rich or poor?
In a bed or on the floor.

Blisters burst they’re full of thirst,
Children say this is the worst,
Sharp metal like 1000 knives,
Could kill so easy, takeaway lives

Hearts break,
With water from the lake,
This is give, give, give, give,
And never take,
Just like a nightmare,
Except awake!
By Katie Atkins 5A

By Olivia-mae McCarthy

The value we are focussing on after half
term from our Vision Tree is: ‘Passion for
Reading’. The controversial question to
discuss at home and in school is: Do you
think everyone around the world should be
taught to read in English?

Futsal
Y5 visited Pool Hayes Secondary to
experience Futsal. They compared this
game to football, learned the skills and
had a mini-competition.

Forensic Scientists
Year 5 went for a very special Science lesson at Pool
Hayes Secondary on Wednesday. The children
became forensic scientists, to identify how a victim
had been murdered. They investigated how different
chemicals changed the colour of flames on a Bunsen
burner, in order to identify how the victim was poisoned. The colour flame produced at the crime scene was bright orange. Year 5 discovered that the
substance used was sodium chloride, more commonly
known as salt.
It certainly made the walk in the rain back to school
worth it, as we all had a fantastic time!

Dates for the calendar
27.2.17

Return to school for everyone

28.2.17

2:30 Y1 reading family workshop

1.3.17

Class Photographs

2.3.17 World Book Day - Which character will you dress up as?
8.3.17

10:20 6E Class Assembly

13.3.17

Y1 trip to Toy Museum

16.3.17

Talent showcase performance. A Whale of A Time at
Pool Hayes secondary School.

17.3.17

Child reports to arrive home

21.3.17 & 22.3.17 Parent Consultations (Not Y2, Y5 and Y6)
22.3.17

10:20 RJ Class Assembly

24.3.17

Red Nose Day (Non uniform)

24.3.17

Mother’s Day Sale

31.3.17

9:15 Y3/Y4 singing performance for parents

2.4.17

Education Sunday at Holy Trinity

3.4.17

Explore and discovery week: Born To Perform

4.4.17

Disco Time!

6.4.17

Y4 exploring the Rainforest at Dudley Zoo

7.4.17

Last day of term

24.4.17

School opens for the Summer Term

Unhappy Parents

There has been two complaints regarding a parent in a black car who has

been using very inappropriate swear words on Hunts Lane. Please be aware when dropping children
off that there are other children and families around. We work hard in school to ensure our children
know which words are acceptable and which words aren’t acceptable.
There has also been concern expressed about children running around the playground before and after school. Parents
are responsible for their children during this time so please ensure your children aren’t putting other people at risk.

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in our
‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. These are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.
Class
RE
RJ

Name
Luis Wildman
Dior Mansell
Ruby Sharples
All of RJ
Logan Hobbs

1P
All of 1P
Oliver Baker
1H

2G
2RG
3P
3CP
4N
4R

Ashante’ Gott
Jack Bennett
Oliver Hayes
Lexie Stone
Joshua-Jake Price

For
For
For
For

Jack Betteridge
Archie Malpass
Isaac Kairo
Dylan Robbins
Amber Currey
Liam Cox
Madison Walters

For great improvement in his handwriting and presentation – Letters are joined and uniform.
For great conjunction work! Choosing appropriate conjunctions to join clauses.
For knowing which unit of measure to use when working with capacity, mass and length
For reading and measuring mass and converting to kilograms
For sketching the willow pattern plate focusing on detail and accuracy.
For an improved attitude to his English Learning. He is trying extremely hard all of the time.
For continuing her learning at home. Super poem about the rainforest incorporating new vocabulary
used in lessons such as plethora.
For his enthusiastic approach to singing lessons.
For persevering with handwriting and obtaining her pen licence.
For a fantastic explanation text about the life cycle of a Jaguar. Lana confidently switched between
two writing styles and ‘voices’
For super work when ordering fractions and explaining her understanding the whole class
For her hard work and understanding when comparing and ordering fractions.
For her fantastic explanation text linked to our science learning
For investing time and effort at home to improve his handwriting. I am delighted by the level of passion
and commitment Ryan demonstrates towards his English work.
For preparing his writes in his own time at home. Your hard work and dedication is truly inspiring and I
could not be any prouder of your amazing progress.
For an excellent recall of calculating the area of compound shapes and volume. I am so pleased with
the passion and effort you invest into your Maths learning. I hope the hard work pays off in your
assessments this week.
For demonstrating a positive and enthusiastic attitude towards their writing this half term. I am so
proud of your incredible progress and ALWAYS look forward to seeing what you produce each week.
Thank you.
For fantastic progress in calculating the area and perimeter of compound shapes.
For super editing! You have carefully selected vocabulary to ensure each word is suitable. Using your
targets, you’ve really improved your writing.
For your outstanding maths tutoring. You have voluntarily made your own resources at home to tutor
other children during lunchtimes as part of SATs revision. Wow!

Drew Corbett
Abigail Higginson
Lana Currey

5A
5T

Amya Ellis
Grace Wagstaff
Maisie Stubbs
Ryan Woodcock
Ben Woodfield

6E

Reason
For a growing confidence in blending green words and writing
For taking some lovely photos on the i-pad during a role play activity
For knowing the next steps in her learning and working on this in lab time.
For trying hard to follow instructions
For improving his spelling and taking the time to form his sentences correctly. Logan’s independent
write was the best it has ever been.
For a brilliant class assembly. Your hard work has paid off. Well done!
For writing a lovely retell of the owl who was afraid of the dark. Oliver worked hard on forming his
sentences correctly making sure he checked they made sense. Well done Oliver. Keep up the hard work!
For writing a lovely retell of the owl who was afraid of the dark. Ashante’ used different sentence
starters and adjectives to enhance her retell making it a pleasure to read.

Miss Evans’
Maths set
Miss Evans’
English set
Samuel McKenzie
Freya Ball

6P
Maisie Sears

fantastic shape work. Jack was a shape superstar! Well done Jack
working really hard to recall his number bonds to 10
your fantastic home learning work on different breeds of dogs for your non-chronological report
your fantastic home learning work on domestic cats for your non-chronological report

