Friday 20th November 2015

Woodlands Academy of Learning
Dear Parents and Carers,
Can you feel the pull of Christmas? Christmas songs have crept into assemblies,
scripts are being discussed, Christmas lunches are about to begin and of course the
Christmas fair is next Friday.
Christmas is behind the scenes but learning is at the
forefront and writing is a key focus this week. 1G
performed a wonderful Class Assembly on Wednesday,
sharing their learning journey of The Three Little Pigs
using a very detailed story map to re-tell the story
orally and then using ambitious language and the
writing codes, children in Y1 shared their own writing.
Writing codes help children add a variety of sentences to their writing and help them to think
about different ways to open their sentences. Can your children tell you what these codes are
and give you an example? (Some codes are for older children) SNT? C? 2A? PV?
AD? (Answers, later in the newsletter)
I have wonderful news to share about our Woodlands family. We welcome Daya Kaur
Gill into the world, the beautiful daughter of Mrs and Mr Gosling. Congratulations to the
Gosling family! Plus, Mrs Pitt is now at home and doing well, we send our Woodlands
love. And finally, Miss Noakes is back! Miss Noakes has felt like a movie star as she has
moved through the school this week. A very warm welcome back from all the children
and staff. I hear on the grapevine that the judging of the nature photographs will be
taking place next week. Hopefully, I’ll be able to share the winners in next week’s newsletter.
Could I also mention the possible closure of Walsall Citizen’s Advice Bureau due to funding, this
is an important service and they need your help to save the service. Petition is open until 22nd
November, link is https://goo.gl/ukE4z2. (Please refer to proposal / quote 184)
Next week, Christmas will well and truly have arrived as we look forward
to seeing parents in school for Christmas lunches and everyone at the
Christmas Fair. Enjoy the weekend and don’t forget to wrap up warm.
Mrs Newton
Parents and Children learning together in Nursery
The nursery children and their parents enjoyed learning together in our prewriting workshop. Before children can learn to write they need to build up
the muscles in their shoulders and hands. The children demonstrated the
fun activities we use daily at school to build up strength for writing and
were given a pack of resources to
continue their learning at home.
Thank you to all those parents that
joined us, we look forward to seeing
your photographs from home.
Miss Riley

Y6 have been continuing their learning about World War 2 by writing a
character analysis. This is their first draft but the ideas and sentence
construction is very impressive.

Character analysis by Samuel Davis

Character analysis by Thomas Baker-Robinson

Playing with Lego in Y6
Y6 had lots of fun this week as they used Lego
Mindstorms to create a robotic car which they
built from scratch, programmed using algorithms
to complete a circuit of the tablet and installed a
sensor to enable the car to move independently
without falling off the edge.
Very technical Y6!

It is a busy time of year! Dates for the diary
20.11.15
20.11.15
24.11.15
25.11.15
25.11.15
26.11.15
27.11.15
27.11.15

Sponsored silence for Nightingales
Non-uniform day for Christmas Fair
11:30 Christmas Lunch for YN parents
10:20 Class Assembly at 10:20 3CP
11:30 Christmas Lunch for YRE parents
11:30 Christmas Lunch for YRR parents
Y4 visit to Black country Museum
3:30 - 5:30 Christmas Fair

29.11.15 Woodlands participate in the evening service at
the Methodist Church (5:30 Choir arrives, 6:15 Service)
1.12.15
1.12.15
2.12.15
2.12.15
3.12.15
4.12.15

Writing in Codes
2A Two adjectives. The small,
brown puppy ate hungrily.
AD Adverb. Happily, the little
boy skipped along the pavement.
PV Powerful verb. The man
dashed out to buy the last
Christmas tree.
C Conjunction The child was excited because it was nearly Christmas.
SNT Show Not Tell. When Miss
Thompson marked the writing, she
cheered.

11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y1G parents
YR Visit to Ash End Farm
9:00 January Meeting for new parents Nursery
11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y1H parents
11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y2S parents
11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y2A parents

8.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y3 parents
9.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y4 parents
10.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y5 parents
10.12.15 1:45 Reading University for invited Y6 parents
11.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y5 parents
15.12.15 9:15 Y3/Y4 concert, 1:45 Y3/Y4 concert
16.12.15 9:15 YR/N concert, 10:30 Y1/Y2 concert,
Y1:30 R/N concert, 2:30 Y1/Y2 concert
16.12.15 Y6 Theatre Visit
17.12.15 9:15 Y5/Y6 concert, 1:45 Y3/Y4 concert,
18.12.15 Last day of the Autumn Term
4.1.2016 & 5.1.2016 Professional Development for Staff
6.1.2016 Children return to school.

Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunches, for parents that
have booked, start next week for
Nursery and Reception children.
Parents need to arrive at 11:30 to be
greeted by Julie, ready to leave mobile phones at
home and coats in their child’s classroom.
We hope you enjoy your lunch.
Supporting Children In Need
Together we raised £269.34
for this very important charity
Thank you for your donations.

Christmas Fair at Woodlands
3:30 - 5:30 Friday 27th November
Please come and join in the fun next Friday
at Woodlands. There will be games, toys,
tombola, Christmas Carols and of course a
very special guest!
Tickets can be bought on the
door 25p
We look forward to seeing you
there.

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in our
‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. There is always a lot to celebrate and we can’t share all the
certificate winners, but these are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.

N
RE
RR
1G

Name
Reece Hulse
Tilly Davies
James Bartlett
Ryley Wain
All of RR
Rhys Moss
Justin Patel
Jack Bennett

1H

Rylee Squire
Codey Horne

2S
2A
3P
3C
P
4N
4R
5C
5T
6E
6P

Ashley Smith
Megan Woodbine
Courtney Hill
Tommy-Lee
Harris
Jaeson Chen
Grace Marsh
Chloe Miller
Ethan Baker
Amya Ellis
Katie Meacham
Daniel Atkins
Rhia Relihan
All of 5C
Warrick Howarth
Cayden Holt
Molly Edwards
Luke Froggatt
Cameron Bentley
Phoebe Turton

Reason
For always trying their best.
For persevering with his spelling and handwriting in RML. I am thrilled with his progress since
joining my group.
A super krongelidong drawing in write dance.
For an outstanding performance of the Gingerbread Man in our talk for writing lessons.
Recognising some of his sounds in RML (Mrs Everist).
For being a place value machine and using a tens frame to find out how many tens and ones
there are in a number.
A fantastic attitude to his learning and putting in 100% effort to his learning. Keep up the
super work!
A fantastic effort with his maths work when looking at place value. He is able to identify how
many tens and ones are in a number.
Being absolutely fantastic. Codey was able to use powerful verbs and adverbs in a sentence!
Well done!
Adding 3 numbers mentally.
For using brilliant similes to compare and describe.
A great start to her informative leaflet about the great fire of London. Well done!
Fantastic balancing of addition number sentences in maths.
Being able to partition numbers in different ways.
Writing a fantastic formal letter in English.
Writing a postcard in the past with informal letter features.
Using knowledge of increase and decrease by 100.
Sharing superb ideas during English all week. Great member of the class.
Trying extremely hard to reduce the size of her handwriting. Well done Katie.
Good use of inverted commas to denote speech.
Explaining in detail how she works out her maths work.
For being sensible, mature and thoughtful towards others on Armistice day.
For his excellent letter as a Tudor doctor. The effort you put in was amazing.
The amazing effort you put into your work this week. I’m very impressed – Keep it up!
A fantastic attitude towards her learning since the half term holiday. She has been extremely
focused and put 100% effort into every task set. Keep up the hard work Molly!
A wonderful start to his explanation text.
Great calculations involving percentage reductions on sale items.
Super use of data handling skills in science. You categorised living things well using Venn diagrams, flow charts and Carroll diagrams.

