Friday 21st October 2016

Aspiration
This has been the key word this week as we have encouraged our children
to

dream the impossible

and recognise that the impossible is possible.

Confused?
We want every child at Woodlands to have aspiration and ambition for
their future steps in life, so our aim this week was to introduce our children
to the world of work and careers. Then our children can see the big picture
and understand why learning at Primary School and why developing their
interpersonal skills is so important to their future success.
In order to have aspiration and ambition, children need to
know what possibilities and opportunities are available to them.
Therefore, our children arrived on Monday to our Big Bang:
Staff dressed in their alternative careers, from an electrician to a journalist. Whole school
assembly followed with Sidney Sparkle (Mrs Jackson) leading ‘Stars in Their Eyes’ as
children used clues to guess the next career. Assembly was followed by a hunt around
school for posters and fact files of famous inspirational people.
Learning has involved many aspects from the world of work. Including: Writing letters of
application, personal CVs, interviews, vets in Y2 working with real animals, police officers in
Reception investigating the disappearance of Woody the attendance teddy - I have been accused of
teddynapping…unbelievable! Mr Whitehouse kept order during the week as
he visited different year groups to talk about his role in the police.
It has been a week of enjoyment and laughter, but on a serious note…we
hope our children have been inspired and are aware of future possibilities
and just maybe, they have found a career path that they are interested
in… The week has culminated in all of our children successfully graduating in a
special ceremony, looking splendid in their mortar boards.
Thank you for your continued support during a busy and rewarding half term. We have introduced a
brand new reading scheme with an electronic approach that we hope you are accessing and enjoying at
home so every child can develop a love of reading. Also, we have a new approach to tracking your
children’s progress. Parents asked for more information about their child’s curriculum in the parent
questionnaires last year, we hope you found the new information we shared at parent consultation
about your child’s curriculum beneficial.
Colleagues at Woodlands continue to go above and beyond to ensure your child/ren have the very best
start to their journey in learning as you can see by the very exciting Explore and Discovery week.
Happy half term to our families and colleagues, we look forward to
welcoming everyone back into school on Monday 31st October,
Mrs Newton

Y3 are Forensic Scientists
Y3 visited Pool Hayes on Tuesday to develop their scientific skills. The children had an
incredible day with Science teacher Mr Jones and the rest of the team in the Science
department. The photographs show how exciting and scary Science can be!

Account Director for Marketing
Children entered the world of marketing on
Wednesday as Mr Pavey shared the principles of
design and marketing. Children then put their new
skills to the test as they imagined a new flavour of
crisps and then designed the packaging to hook the
consumer. Children are now looking at shape, colour
and texture in a completely new way.

Y5 visit Birmingham City University
On Wednesday, Y5 had a wonderful day as we visited BCU to discover what is
University and what is it like? We had great fun undertaking a lecture in a lecture
theatre, cooking, investigating exploding marshmallows using scientific principles,
designing and creating bird feeders, building lego robots and coding to make them
move. I don’t know about the children but I was exhausted! Our Curriculum
Governor, who is also senior lecturer at BCU Kate Glanville, made this possible for
our children.

Architect in KS1
Mr Shepherd set his heart on becoming an architect at the age of 5 as he
designed lego creations. This aspiration continued to grow and led to ten
years of training. Children were fascinated by the skills and knowledge of
this role and then became architects (with an hours training) to design and
create their ideal home out of ‘junk’ materials.

Life Coach in Y4 and Y5
Stephen Moore, shared incredible life stories of colleagues and friends who are
ordinary people that have undertaken extraordinary activities to achieve so
much. Including Jenny, the army skier who is currently in training for the
Olympics as partner for a visually impaired skier. To a man who set the
goal of cycling across Canada to bring music to school children.
It was impossible to not be inspired

Y3 First Responder
Y3 have been learning about the role of a first responder and the equipment they use. If any of us fall
ill - we are in safe hands with fully trained Y3!

Caring in Y5
Mrs Clift’s daughter shared her role as a Care Worker for the elderly and disabled
and her passion for photography.

Vets in Y2
Rabbits, dogs, hamsters - all poorly animals are
welcome in Y2 veterinary surgery. Children had
hands on experience as they learned how to care
for different animals.

Fire Service in Y4
The fire service visited Y4 children to teach them about how to keep safe in
the event of a fire and how to drop and roll!

Cooking in Woodland’s Kitchen
Groups of children across the Academy have been turning their
hand to the skills of cooking and learning the importance of
hygiene and clearing up! Mrs Mason said the children were a
delight to work with, motivated and enthusiastic. Mrs Graham was desperately after a
cake...to no avail, the children weren’t sharing on this occasion!

Reception and Nursery Pumpkin Party
Is on the first day back after half term, 31st October.
Children are welcome to dress up, but need to bring
an adult for Halloween fun starting at 4:30.

Success for Jasmine
Congratulations to
Jasmine Julie in Y5.
On 15th October, Jasmine
took part in the West
Midlands Team Tumbling
Championships. Twelve
teams from across the
West Midlands
participated and Jasmine’s
team came third, scooping
a Bronze medal.
Wow!

Y6 Secondary School Applications
Y6 applications for secondary school to be
completed by 21st October as a recommendation. The
deadline is 31st October.

Holy Trinity Christmas Fair
Will be during the day of Saturday 29th November,
everyone is welcome.

Autumn School Uniform
We are well and truly into Autumn and so the time
has come for Woodlands’ winter uniform. Please
can all children be dressed in our very smart Winter
Uniform when they return after the holiday. This
means all children are expected to wear a proper
white shirt, complete with tie. (Apart from Nursery,
who can continue to wear a polo shirt)

