Friday 4th December 2015

Dear Parents and Carers,
There is no denying it – Christmas has arrived!
Thank you so much for all your support in our numerous Christmas
events. We were overwhelmed by your support and contributions for
the Christmas Fair (we have so many talented bakers in our community!) Together we raised a staggering £1650.12 which is wonderful and
we enjoyed a lovely fair in the process. Thank you to Mrs Richards for
all her hard work and coordination that made our fair possible and thank you to all our
staff who went above and beyond in their help.
I will be very surprised if our wonderful choir will have any voices left by
Christmas, they have been bringing the spirit of Christmas to the four corners of Willenhall.
The week began with a spiritual reminder of the significance of Christmas - The Festival of
Light at the Methodist Church on Sunday evening. Also this week, they have entertained
our Christmas diners and ventured out to Hollybank House and Swann House. Together
with Mrs Everist, they have brought joy (and even a few tears) to many appreciative
audiences.
Our School Council in KS2 have led Governors on a tour of Woodlands this week and
shared the impact of our new marking policy. The only ‘brief’ the children had was to talk
about marking, share their learning books and tell the Governors what works well and
what they would like to improve in our school. The Governors were extremely impressed
by the confidence and pride our children had in their school. The overriding message was
that our children love coming to school, enjoy their learning and it is fun. The marking
policy is a success as it impacts positively on their learning – our children can articulate
what they achieved in their lessons and what they need to learn next. The only thing that
they would like to change: ‘Make Target Time lesson longer because there is too much to
fit in’ - this could be tricky in such a busy timetable, but we shall see what we can do.
Pupil voice is as important to us as your voice. Thank you for the questionnaires that you
have completed, I have read every single one and we shall be acting upon your thoughts in
the New Year. There is still time to return the questionnaire if you haven’t had chance yet.
Don’t forget to write your letter to Santa!
Mrs Newton

Woodlands Academy of Learning

The winning photograph
by Aidan Ball in Reception

CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION
TICKETS
Tickets, costing 50p, will be available
from the school office from Monday 7th
December to Thursday 10th December.
Any that have been ordered will be sent
home with children. Allocation of two
tickets per child. Any spare tickets will be
sold from Friday 11th December

From Monday, families can pre-order a
Woodlands calendar for £5.00 from the
office

Speakers Of The Year
Our Year 6 children entered a
competition with the Rotary Club, as
part of their young speaker of the year
award. The children worked in pairs to
prepare and deliver a speech independently. Thomas Grice and Cain Stone won the first round and earned
themselves a place in the final. As Thomas’s compère, Cain introduced him
to a special audience of Rotary club members, parents and children from
other schools. Thomas then delivered a fantastic presentation about
Karate, teaching the audience about its origins, weapons and key moves. For second
place, they won a £5 gift voucher, 80th Anniversary Rotary club pen and certificate to
mark their achievement. We are extremely proud of them.

Dates for the diary
8.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y3 parents
9.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y4 parents
10.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y5 parents
10.12.15 1:45 Reading University for invited Y6 parents
11.12.15 11:30 Christmas Lunch for Y6 parents
15.12.15 9:15 Y3/Y4 concert, 1:45 Y5/Y6 concert
16.12.15 9:15 YR/N concert, 10:30 Y1/Y2 concert,
Y1:30 R/N concert, 2:30 Y1/Y2 concert
16.12.15 Y6 Theatre Visit
17.12.15 9:15 Y5/Y6 concert, 1:45 Y3/Y4 concert
Callum in Reception has been writing
about the Christmas Nativity

18.12.15 Last day of the Autumn Term
4.1.2016 & 5.1.2016 Professional Development for Staff
6.1.2016 Children return to school.

Woodlands community enjoying Christmas together

A Victorian Day for Y4
Y4 had a wonderful day at The Black Country Museum last Friday as they viewed the world
through the eyes of a Victorian child. They followed a map to track a child’s day: Playing traditional Victorian games, attending a Victorian school, visiting the shops and going down a mine.
'My favourite bit was
confronting my fear of
the dark in the mine. I
felt relieved and proud
of my self when I got
through it.' Maisie
Stubbs 4R

‘I enjoyed it when we went to
the mine I was scared and I
held my partners hand.’
Cordelia Preece- 4R

'My favourite bit
was the mine
especially when
the ground
shook.' Thomas
Watson 4R

‘I enjoyed it when we went
to the Victorian School
because the teachers were
strict.’ Sian- Dana Letman
4N

Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunches, for parents
that have booked, continue next
week for KS2 children.
Parents need to leave mobile phones at
home. Arrive at 11:30 to be greeted by Julie
and leave coats in their child’s classroom.
We hope you enjoy your lunch.

Skipping To Victory!
The Woodland skippers skipped all the way to 2nd
place in a skipping competition held at Willenhall
EACT with a total score of
1529 jumps.
A special mention for Millie
Ross, who was our highest
scoring skipper.
I’m exhausted just thinking
about all those jumps!

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in
our ‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. There is always a lot to celebrate and we can’t share all the certificate winners, but these are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.
Class
RE
RR
1G
1H

Name
Neo Allwood
Kairon Capewell
Ethan Letman

Reason
Reading all of his word time 3 words.
Fabulous contributions on the carpet – especially in maths.
For reading a ditty for the first time in RML. Well done!

Jack Bennett
Harvey Cooper
Simran Waraich

Super history knowledge during our Learning Unit lessons.
For impressing Mrs Garcha with his super money skills. Well done!
A lovely retell of the Three Little Pigs using Capital letters, Full Stops, PAD openers and some
powerful verbs. Well done Simran!
Using his place value knowledge to work out how much money he would need using 10ps
and 1ps! Well done!
For a fantastic Peter Pan retell – your Talk for Writing plan really helped you.
For a superb Peter Pan story – not only did you use brilliant adjectives - you remembered all
of your full stops and capital letters.
A great retell of Peter Pan using a variety of codes. Hollie also up-levelled and edited her
writing afterwards. Great work, Hollie!
A wonderful retell of Peter Pan. Jack used a range of codes within his writing which was also
presented beautifully. Keep it up, Jack!
Researching dinosaurs at home and finding out lots of fantastic facts.

Jaylee Bateman
2S

Isabelle Bird
Finley Jackson

2A

Hollie Turner
Jack Betteridge

3P

Joe Mills

3CP

William Gosnell
Isobel Hunt
Hannah Turner

4N

Cordelia Preece
4R
5C
5T

Hollie Squire
Logan Westley
Jack Bennett
Alex Shepherd
Ellie Whitfield
Mackenzie Guy

6E

Daisy Cross

6P

Megan Bethell
Lewis Mitchell
Mark West

Detail in recount of the story of Peter Pan using speech punctuation.
Effort and understanding in the grammar test.
Super retell of Peter Pan using Talk for Writing. Hannah was great at developing her own
story map and orally retelling it.
Being an excellent Victorian monitor in the school during our trip to the Black Country Museum.
Excellent use of inverted commas and speech punctuation in her story writing.
A super effort at writing independently. Well done!
Excellent effort in English – you wrote a fantastic story.
Amazing writing using fantastic vocabulary.
Her continued effort and persistence in maths- the hard work is paying off.
Her positive attitude in everything she does. She always puts 100% effort into everything she
does.
A fantastic explanation text. You drew upon an appropriate formal register and used technical vocabulary effectively.
A superb start to her character analysis.
Demonstrating fantastic logical thinking and using prior learning well to solve reasoning
problems.
Excellent explanation of WWII shelters. Working hard to incorporate as many features of the
text as possible.

