Friday 6th November 2015

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the second half of the Autumn term, Autumn has well and truly arrived with blustery winds and
darker nights. We are on the countdown to Christmas and already I have heard the choir practicing Christmas
songs…
This week began with a fantastic professional development day that we shared with
our partner school - Ryders Hayes Academy. In the morning we focussed on ‘Talk for
Writing’ strategies to help our children understand and develop the structure of their
narrative writing. Staff were so enthused that already they are implementing some of
the strategies, please ask your children what they think about story maps. In the
afternoon, colleagues from both schools moderated and discussed the expected
features of writing for each year group. The new National curriculum has increased the
expectations for what a child should be able to do in their writing, reading and their
maths in each year group. ‘Levels’ that we previously used to assess children’s work,
knowledge and skills have been removed by the government and so we are currently
developing a new assessment system, along with every other school in the Country. I
will share more information about these significant changes later in the half term.
It was wonderful to have your children back in school on Tuesday and celebrate the achievements of our Explore
and Discovery week in a special assembly. Every year group shared their learning about computing and Y6
shared their experiences of Bryntysilio. Miss Arnstein has also led assembly this week and set the whole school a
challenge - to help children in Romania by raising money for the charity Nightingales. Miss Arnstein works with
Nightingales in her spare time to help young people achieve an education and avoid a future without a voice.
Therefore, the challenge is a whole school sponsored silence so that our children can begin to understand what it
is like to not have a voice. Please support this important fundraising
Dates for the Calendar
event on Friday 20th November that will help our children understand
how they can make a difference in the world. A sponsorship form and 11.11.15 Individual School Photographs
13.11.15 Non-uniform day: Children In Need
more information will come home next week.
Thank you to all our Reception families who joined us this week to
learn about how we teach letters and sounds in our phonic workshop,
so that they can build on their child’s learning at home.
Next Friday, children can dress in non-uniform
for either 50p for Children In Need or bring a
contribution for our Christmas Fair. (Wrapped
chocolate bar or jar of sweets)
We wish you a happy, and safe, bonfire night! Mrs Newton

13.11.15 Deadline for Christmas lunch orders
20.11.15 Sponsored silence
27.11.15 Christmas Fair
29.11.15 Woodlands participate in the
evening service at the Methodist Church
24.11.15 Christmas Lunches begin with N
1.12.15 YR Visit to Ash End Farm
15.12.15 Y3/Y4 concert, Y5/Y6 concert
16.12.15 Y1/Y2 concert, YN/N concert
16.12.15 Y6 Theatre Visit
17.12.15 Y3/Y4 concert, Y5/Y6 concert
18.12.15 Last day of Autumn Term

Woodlands has a Football Team!
We now have our very own football team and don’t they look
smart in our brand new kit. On Wednesday, the team played for
the very first time. They played bravely and enthusiastically in
friendly matches against Birchills and Bentley West. We might
not have won but our boys didn’t give in and were excited to
represent Woodlands. Mr Dovey is on the case and will be
working with our team to develop those important football skills
during Thursday’s lunchtime football club. Well done boys!

Before the holiday, Sainsbury’s invited some of our children along to their store. When they
arrived, they had a sneaky view behind the scenes on their way to a cake decorating
experience. The children had lots of fun decorating cupcakes as ghoulish monsters fit for
Halloween. Thank you so much to Daniel Pate's Mum for organising the experience.

Eruptions in Y3!
We were so impressed by the
volcanoes in Year 3 that were created at home by
parents and children. This learning was linked to the
science topic Rocks and Soils. Y3 had great fun learning
how to make them erupt.

Fun on the playground
Parents and families on the playground may have noticed our
new addition – a brand new lodge that is so lovely I might
move in. Although, judging from the delight on our young
children’s faces – I might have competition! Total Sheds in
Willenhall provided Woodlands with a professional service and
a wonderful offer which they are happy to extend to our
families. Free delivery and free erection upon purchase of one
of their lodges or sheds, just mention Woodlands.

