Friday 8th July 2016

Dear Parents and Carers,
SAT results are out across the Country and due to the raised expectations set by the
Government in these new tests, the results are significantly lower
than they have been in previous years.
The National Average of children achieving the expected standard in reading,
writing and maths combined is

53%.

Woodlands children attained

64%,

significantly higher than the National Average. Our percentages are also higher
than the National figures in each separate subject: Reading, Writing, Maths, Grammar, Spelling and
Punctuation.
It is important to note that a number of children, at Woodlands and across the Country, didn’t meet this new
raised standard but they should not feel disheartened. They have only been taught this curriculum for 4 terms,
instead of 6 years! Every single child in our Y6 rose to the challenge and has made more progress during this
year than any other Y6 cohort. The skills and knowledge every child has gained, will enable them to take their
next steps into high school with confidence. Learning is for life and not only to pass a test.

We are so proud of our Y6 children and Y6 teaching team!
The raised expectations in the new National Curriculum have also affected the end of year judgements for
many other children throughout our school too, (and every other school in the Country). Our teachers, and
children, are working hard on filling those gaps from previous years whilst simultaneously teaching the current
year group curriculum. This accelerated learning will continue into the next academic year to ensure every
child makes the necessary steps in their learning journey.
Y6 parents - if you want to see how your child’s test scores compare with the national average for each subject,
you can do this online at www.gov.uk/government/collections/statistics-key-stage-2.
Don’t forget the Summer Sizzler next Thursday, at 1:15 on 14th July.
On a high note, we wish you a very happy weekend. Mrs Newton

Exotic Animals in Nursery

Gentleshaw Animal Rescue Centre visited Nursery last
Friday. Jenny and Max brought a Tortoise, a
Bearded Dragon, Indian Python, White Faced Owl
and a Skunk. The children were really interested
asked lots of questions and were very kind and
considerate to the animals.

Can you spot Alan Sugar?
Y6 business plans were put into action this week as the three
winning groups organised their resources and sold their
products to a very happy market.
Unexpectables: Lewis, Thomas S, Shania and Molly E
The Four Business: Boys Kyle, Reece, Nathan S, Lake
Simple for Summer: Regan, Thomas G, Libby, Lucy B
One group didn’t purchase enough stock and
the demand was high. Consequently they
didn’t make a very large profit.
The winning team was Simple for Summer
who made £38.15 profit. Unexpectables
came next with £28.93.
Well done to all 3 teams.
My favourite comment
was, “I really enjoyed
that, I want to do it again.” Who knows what the future
will hold for our young entrepreneurs.
I’m going shopping this weekend...

Mrs Dickson has
been caught in the
act - hope she paid
for those!

Please send in your vouchers by Monday 11th July
What a great Maths lesson - Maths in the real world. Y4N were challenged to
calculate the vouchers we already have.
The children enjoyed adding them up and challenging their maths brains as the
vouchers all had varied amounts on them.
So far we have 9467 points to spend on resources for your children.

Poetry Workshop in Y6
This week some of our Y6 children took part in a poetry workshop led by a member of the Walsall library
team. They were given a poetry book to explore and selected a poem they could read to their peers. Their
task was to bring the poem alive and they certainly did that.

Dates to Share
11.7.16 Reception Graduation for parents (pm)
The children studied
very well to ensure they
understood the meaning
of the poem and
worked hard together
to plan the delivery of
their poem.
The children here represent
the spectacular
presentation of poetry made
by all of the children who
took part.

12.7.16 Romans Invade Y4
14.7.16 Summer Sizzler leading into Summer Fayre
18.7.16 Y6 Parent Drop In 3:30 - 4:30
19.7.16 9:30 Y6 Leavers Performance
19.7.16 Forest School Presentations (Invited families)
20.7.16 School Closes for the Summer
5 / 6. 9.16 Staff Professional Development Days
7. 9.16 School opens for children

They were amazing!

Woodlands Academy of Learning
has achieved the Bronze School Games
Mark award for their commitment,
engagement and delivery of
competitive school sport in 2015/16

Mrs L Newton is working hard to raise the status of sport at Woodlands and get our children active. In order to
earn this award Mrs Newton had to gather and present various evidence of our commitment to games and sport.
There are many staff (and parents) involved in helping Mrs L Newton coordinate and organise various sporting
opportunities for our children during the year that has contributed towards this award.

We are very proud of our achievement and thank everyone involved for their support. Next step: Silver !

Hi Five!
Environmental Health
undertook their regular
inspection during this
week. I am pleased to
report our team of cooks and kitchen staff are
doing a fabulous job and our grading is 5.

Congratulations to Mrs Mason and the team.

The leaf we are focussing on this
week from our vision is:

Proud of achievements
The controversial question we are
considering in school and to debate
at home:

Do we celebrate achievements as a country?

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in our
‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. These are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.
Class

RE

Name
Kairon Capewell

RR

Angel Komolafe
Kayden Dennis

1J

Jolie Follows
Lennon Davies
Alfie Hale
Jaylee Bateman

1H

All of Year 1

2G

Jabee Walker-Morris

2A

Kai Davies

3W

4N

Jaeson Chen
Taylor Collins
Kyle Parker
Simrit Dayal
Hannah Turner

4R

Chloe Davis
Neve Bickley

3CP

5P

Scarlett Brown

5T

Lance Ball
Courtney Pitt
Brooke Webb

6E

Niamh Hitchcock &
Maisie Walker
Lucy Lim
Luke Froggatt

6P

Lewis Mitchell
All of Year 6

Reason
For always giving 100% with his learning and always having a positive attitude. You are a
pleasure to have within the class
For persevering to improve her handwriting. Well done Angel!
For spotting the mistakes in a sentence and re-writing it correctly. Kayden always puts 100%
into all he does. What a superstar!
For being a very sensible and hardworking member of our class
For putting his heart and soul into his learning. Especially our boy band song!
For a fantastic write of the beginning of The Gingerbread Man.
For fabulous recall of his 2 x table facts
For all of you being sensible and dedicated in creating your animations. You should be
extremely proud of what you have created and accomplished during our animation topic.
Well done!
For creating a fantastic story map of his favourite holiday
For always setting a fantastic example. Scarlett puts in 100% effort and always follows the
rules.
For fantastic observational drawings of different seashells. Kai took great care and included
lots of detail. Well Done!
For excellent and detailed Aztec Geometric Patterns in learning unit.
For your great improvement in your Maths clic test results over this term
For super prediction linked to the grass science experiment.
For your continued success in the weekly clic tests. Well done!
For creating her Roman God about water. Her name was Aqua. She also wrote a wonderful
diary entry as Robin Hood. Hannah included many features of a diary and worked hard to
create the ‘voice’ of Robin Hood. Well done!
For settling in well to her new class.
For her positive attitude to new learning
For always trying his very best, even when he finds it tough going. What a superstar!
For super effort in improving her work.
For a superb attitude towards her learning – you are determined to succeed and always give
100%
For being a great help to myself and other members of 5T – Thank you
For consistently producing high quality pieces of writing that incorporate all of our new
learning. You are a superstar!
For excellent thought provoking contribution to British Values class discussion
For your continued organisation in 6P. You ensure all tables are tidy and equipment is perfectly put away, Thank you Lewis
For attitude and sportsmanship shown during PE lessons. You have all been really sensible
and encouraged each other. We are very proud. A perfect year group! Mrs Dickson & Mr
Dovey

