Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back to the beginning of the new academic year. Always an exciting time, as your
child, looking very smart in their shiny shoes and uniform, enters a new
learning room with a new teacher. It is a fresh start with new opportunities to look forward to and
there are exciting plans ahead…
The first day back was a special day as your children arrived with enthusiasm and exciting stories
from their Summer, and not one child was late - fabulous! Can we please keep this up, don’t forget
that Target Time is the first lesson, and one of the most important lessons of the day.
A new year also welcomes new members to our team. Miss Chapman and Miss Martin are our new
Year 5 teachers and have been thoroughly welcomed by your smiling children. Miss Grainger has also joined Woodlands and will be popping up in different classes during the year.
I also must mention our Reception children – what an incredible start these children have made. Making the transition
from part time Nursery sessions to full days is a big step and as a parent, we all remember that first day for our child,
and how we spent the day wondering how they are getting on. Well your children would make you very proud, our
Reception team are certainly happy. The children are already demonstrating an enthusiasm for learning. There are lots
of smiles and friendships forming with an openness to trying
new foods.
There were some significant announcements in assembly on
the first day as I introduced our new Head and Deputy
Head Children. So many of our new Y6 children applied for
these posts before the Summer with a letter of application,
making it incredibly difficult to choose because so many of
our children would be outstanding in these roles. So it is
with great pleasure I introduce our new child leaders:
A number of our families have noticed that Mrs Jones is still
missing from the door in the morning, we are certainly
missing our health and wellbeing lead in school. Mrs Jones
is recovering and on the mend, just not quite ready for the
busyness of a school day yet. Thank you for all your good
wishes that we have passed on.

Head Boy: Alfie Marshall-Jones
Head Girl: Ellie Dean
Deputy Head Boy: Jiayao He
Deputy Head Girl: Neve Bickley

This is a good moment to also say thank you, on behalf of
all our members of the team, for your generous gifts and kind words at the end of the academic year. We value our
strong relationships with our families because it is only by working together that we can make a real difference to every
child.
We are all excited to begin the new year and share your child’s new curriculum with you at our
parent workshops in a couple of weeks, please see the dates on the next page. We look forward to
seeing you there.
Thank you again for all your support during the last academic year, particularly during our Ofsted
inspection in July. The report is on the website in case you didn’t have chance to read it. We are
very proud of the evaluation, although our journey of improvement continues into our new school
year. Please see the comments about our ofsted inspection from our Chair of Governors, Mr Bob
Lawrence, on the next page.
We look forward to a successful 2017 - 2018 for the whole school community.
Mrs Newton

Chair of Governors Delighted with Ofsted Report
As Chair of Governors I would like to share with parents and carers my
delight with the outcome of the recent Ofsted inspection. The
judgements that the school is good and the quality of leadership given by
Mrs Newton and the senior leaders is strong and demonstrates the
capacity for further improvement, have confirmed the governors belief
that Woodlands is a successful school.
I am also pleased that the inspector recognised that the school has:
‘a clear shared vision and set of values underpinned by SMILE’,
‘a strong culture of learning and put children's learning at the heart of school improvement work’,
‘a curriculum which provides children with engaging and memorable experiences’,
‘high expectations from everyone - both children and staff’.
I was also very pleased to read comments below quoted by the inspector from the parent and staff
questionnaires:
'The organisation is well led and managed; (staff)
'My child enjoys going to the school and there is always a smile to greet him in the morning'
You received a copy of the Ofsted report last term so you may have read the many other positive
comments made by the inspector about early years, children who have special educational needs, safeguarding, staying safe, pupil premium, the use made of assessment information and the effective use of
external support - not forgetting the positive comments about governors.
Ofsted have confirmed what we already knew, that Woodlands is a good school and whilst I would like to
congratulate Mrs Newton for her vision and leadership that is moving the school forward, I know that she
would say success has been achieved through a team effort and that team includes all our very hard
working staff, enthusiastic children, supportive parents and active governors.
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this achievement.
Bob Lawrence
Chair of Governors

The generosity of Woodlands makes a difference
Jonan and Isaac Kairo want to say a MASSIVE THANK YOU for supporting their
chosen charity called Sal’s Shoes, before the Summer, by donating your child’s old
school shoes.
I have never seen so many school shoes (not even in a shoe shop). The generosity of
our families is incredible. Also, a big thank you to Mom, who is the lady who organised the dispatch of
so many shoes that will now go to children to make that difference.

We have a fabulous team at Woodlands who are all committed to
helping your child/ren, and Woodlands, be the best we can be.
Chair of Governors: Mr Lawrence
Leadership Team: Mrs Newton (Head Teacher) Mrs Macpherson (Deputy Head Teacher)
Mrs Baker (School Business Manager) Mrs Garcha (Assistant Head Teacher), Mrs Jackson
(Assistant Head Teacher), Mrs Pavey (Pupil Premium Lead) and Mrs Graham (Pupil and
Welfare Support, Safeguarding)
Management Team: Mrs Dickson (SENCO) and Mrs Purcell, Mrs Price, Miss Evans and Mrs
Fieldhouse.
Root Phase led by Mrs Jackson
Nursery

Mrs Lippit with Miss Coote

Reception Mrs Jackson with Miss Roberts, Mrs Everist with Miss Seale
Shoot Phase led by Mrs Garcha
Y1

Mrs Price, Miss Harvey and Mrs Lowbridge

Y2

Mrs Garcha, Miss Bushell, Mrs Shepherd and Mrs Wright

Branch Phase led by Mrs Purcell
Y3

Mrs Purcell / Mrs Corbett, Mrs Rich and Mrs Wilkes

Y4

Mrs L Newton, Miss Gregory, Mrs Ward

Oak Phase led by Miss Evans
Y5

Miss Chapman, Miss Martin and Mrs Clifft

Y6

Miss Evans, Mrs Pitt, Mrs Stevenson and Mrs Meredith

Meet your child’s teacher and find out about the curriculum at our Parent Workshops
Monday 18th September 2:45

Y2, Reception and Afternoon Nursery

Tuesday 19th September 2:45

Y3 and Y4

Wednesday 20th September 2:45

Y5 and Y6

Thursday 21st September 2:45

Y1

Thursday 21st September 11:00

Morning Nursery

If you have a clash with two workshops, then please don’t worry, just pick
one of the workshops to attend and ask the other teacher for an
information pack.

A special thank you poster created by Isaac and Jonan Kairo for donating your old shoes
to the charity Sal’s Shoes

