17th July 2015

Woodlands Academy of Learning
Is it really the end of another year? What a fabulous finish it has been…
The sun shone on our spectacular Summer Sizzler, The Oscars arrived
in Y3, The Cube in Y5, Reception visited Conkers, Nursery Teddy
Bears had a picnic, Forest School Presentations, EYFS Children Graduated, cycling proficiency in Y6, letters of application for Head Boy and
Head Girl (so many applications - how on earth can we choose?), a
multi-skills team representing Woodlands, the Y6 Prom and of course
the Y6 final production.
Phew!
These are just a few of the events over the past couple of weeks, all our
children have continued to enjoy and embrace all aspects of school up to the
very end. It has been a wonderful term with much to celebrate and I hope
your child/ren have enjoyed it as much as I have.
A key moment for me during the past term was receiving the below letter
from a Y1 child:

This letter (which was very well written!) was independently crafted by Ollie and
sums up our vision at Woodlands. To cultivate a desire to learn in all our children
and enable them to develop a personal commitment to improving their own
knowledge and skills. This will ultimately enable all our children to realise their aspirations for the future. And therefore, it goes without saying - that the trip was
arranged and Y1 visited Tesco this week to learn about food, and how it travels
from ‘Farm to Fork’ - what a great learning experience it was.

It is at this point, that we sadly say goodbye to some colleagues and wish them all the best for the future.
One of these colleagues is Roger Butt, our Chair of Governors who is resigning as Chair after many years
of dedicated service. Roger has been a driving force in many of the changes at Woodlands over the past
years and although leaving the main board of Governors, he will remain as a Trustee of our Academy,
along with Jane Arnstein. (Who, incidentally, has contributed to our newsletter on the back page). In
September we shall be welcoming new members of the team and a second Mrs Newton - we wish Miss
Morrison a very happy wedding day!
Plans are already afoot for September as we continue our drive to make Woodlands the best that we can
be. Woodies - our very own Breakfast and after School Club will open it’s doors for the first time on
Thursday 3rd September, Marvellous Me, Parent Pay, two new extra curricular clubs including one for R
to Y2 are just some of the planned developments. You will hear more about these exciting plans in
September. We would like to thank all our families for your ongoing support, it is very valued and makes
such a difference to our school.
But for now it is time to rest for all our members of Woodlands. So may I, all the staff and Governors at
Woodlands, wish all our families a very wonderful summer holiday filled
with many special family moments.
We look forward to seeing you all on Thursday 3rd September.
Mrs Newton

Who ate the sandwiches?

Learning is more fun when it involves eating!

More News To Share
Y6 results are in
We are very proud of our Y6
children for doing so well in their
end of Y6 SATs.
Reading 83% Level 4
Maths 88% Level 4

At the multi-skills competition

Writing 92% Level 4

What a team!

Grammar, Spelling and Punctuation 82% Level 4
Y6 have been a credit to Woodlands and we shall miss
them as they begin the next stage of their journey. We
wish all our Y6 children a happy start in their new schools
and look forward to them coming back to visit us to share
news about their latest achievements.

Sizzling Success

Every child took part in the barefoot walk at Conkers - so brave.

The Summer Sizzler was an amazing success thanks to the
spectacular performances by all our children, the hard work
of children and staff, and of course your support. We
raised a staggering £2000 which will go into school funds
to contribute to a new sound system.
The year group that made the most profit was announced
in assembly by a special visitor - Olaf (from Frozen).
Nursery and Reception! Nursery and Reception can now
plan how to spend their profit during the next academic
year. They were closely followed in profit by Y1 and then
Y3.
We have many budding business entrepreneurs…
Alan Sugar watch out!
(Thanks to Heidi Leigh Mcalonen’s Nan for Olaf)

Come on Woodlands lets get reading!
Stuck for something to do during the Summer? Please take your child/ren to the local library and sign
up to the Reading Challenge. Children all across the Country are challenged to read six books over
the Summer for some exciting rewards. My Seb and Hattie have already signed up...

A special message to close

A letter of thanks and thank yous!
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope that you are all well and enjoying this wonderful summer we are having – I know I am, the garden
has never looked so lovely (I haven’t done anything to it, I just sit and look at it from my deck chair!)
I just wanted to take this opportunity to once again thank you all for your amazingly kind gifts and words
when I retired at Easter. However, I realise that I was not able to thank everyone at the time because some
of the gifts I received had lost their labels!
There was a gorgeous perfume bottle in a “just for you bag”. A perfect gift for me as I go through perfume
like a wild woman and the bottle is so pretty it takes pride of place on my dressing table – thank you.
There was a Sainsbury’s bag that held a box of Celebrations – clearly that didn’t last very long at all –
thank you!
I was given a bag with pink birds on it, inside was the most beautiful green jewelled picture frame. Since
Alice has just had her final school prom, the frame will hold one of the photos I took of “my baby!” A big
thank you!
Blue and black pictures on wrapping held a chocolate biscuits – funny how chocolate just disappears! But
they did and they were delicious – thank you.
Someone used Paris wrapping paper to wrap a slate heart – it hangs in my kitchen as a constant reminder
of the love and warmth shared at Woodlands. Thank you.
I received a lily plant wrapped in pink flowery tissue – I’ve planted it in the garden (one job I’ve done!) I
can’t wait until next spring! Thank you.
Along with the huge amount of gifts I received I was also given some quite hefty cheques. Obviously I have
now spent all of the money!! I have bought gifts that whenever I use them, brings me wonderful memories
of you all! I bought a sewing machine which I have used to make two skirts and I’m in the process of creating a bag (another gift – which is SO complicated, I have to keep re-visiting it!) I bought a suitcase which
has been very well used – a trip to Brighton to see Katie in a play, a week in Greece with Alice, it is now
currently at Lake Garda as Alice is touring with her school jazz band for a week. I have purchased a collection of art materials as I undertake art lessons (it is obvious that after just a few weeks – I have NO talent
for drawing whatsoever so this will be a very steep learning curve!) and finally I purchased a Jawbone, fitness band. This records my sleep patterns, exercise, food and drink activity – however, I think it might be
faulty as it just says I drink too much gin and don’t exercise enough!!
Thank you all so much for the gifts, cards and messages, have a fabulous summer.
With all best wishes
Jane Arnstein

