Friday 24th June 2016

Woodlands Academy of Learning
Learning Ambassador’s 2016
There is so much to celebrate and share in this newsletter.
We are so proud of our children. Thursday was voting day across the Country and there was no exception at
Woodlands. Our children, from Reception to Y5, were invited to stand for the position of Learning Ambassador for
the next Academic Year. We are so impressed with how many children put themselves forward and presented to
their classes in order to secure votes. We had speeches, posters and even bags of sweets from one child! In some
classes we had 24 children who wanted to be the Learning Ambassador. However, in the majority of classes there
were about 15 children. Our children have aspiration and want to make a difference!

Congratulations to our winners in their new classes and
there is one child who was successful last year too, it is
democracy in action.
YRE
YRR
Y1H

Ava Martin and Cole York

Y1R
Y2RG

Alfie Smith and Grace Froggatt

Y2G

Charlie Smith and Tianna Friend

Y3CP

Jack Benton and Amber Currey

Y3P
Y4R
Y4N
Y5T

Billy Pritchard and Rhia Relihan.

Y5A
Y6E

Ben Woodfield and Amrit Dayal
School Colours are important

Can I please remind parents that our school colours are green and grey. (Not black)

Gymnastic Success
On Thursday 16th June, our gymnasts who won the Walsall competition
earlier in the year: Jasmin Benton, Grace Wagstaff, Isabel Clarke, Jasmine Julie and Libby Woodhall
competed in the Black Country Gymnastic competition. The girls competed against the top 4 schools
from each borough in the West Midlands. Our incredible team came 3rd… Wow! Also, at the end of the
competition, there was an impressive display by Wolverhampton Gymnastics Club in which Libby performed.

National Gymnastic Championship Semi-Finals
Jasmine Julie was also in the Walsall Advertiser last weekend because she competed at the NIA in the
National Championship semi-finals with her team: Walsall Gymnastics Club. Jasmine finished 6th overall
in the 9-10 group, but claimed first place in the third individual portion of the event. As a result, Jasmine has now qualified for the National final in July. We wish Jasmine lots of luck.

Entry to The Royal Ballet School
Jasmin Benton also has much to celebrate. She recently auditioned for The
Royal Ballet School (Junior Associates class). There was fierce competition with
over 200 competitors auditioning. Jasmin impressed the judges so much that
she has been successful in gaining one of the few rare places. We have very
own Darcey Bussell.

Walsall Schools in The A Star Quiz
Amrit Dayal, Teigan Hobbs, Phoebe Faulkener, Ethan Stainkie – were all chosen
to represent Woodlands Academy at the A Stars Road Safety Quiz on
Wednesday afternoon. They had a very special afternoon in the presence of the
Mayor, watched a drama performance and were treated a treated to a buffet.
They did deserve the treats because the quiz was very challenging! Our fabulous
four tried their absolute best and gained 14th place out of 21 schools. Well done to them! Here are two of
the quiz questions for the mums and dads:
What is the number of wheels on a bike multiplied by the average speed of MPH on a scooter, then
add the average time it takes to walk a mile and finally subtract the number of hours exercise you
should do a day.
What year was the scooter invented?

Answers: 27, 1817

Raffle Winners
Y6 Prom fund raising team have done a fantastic job
this year and prom night is nearly here… Thank you to
everyone who bought raffle tickets for the hampers.
Here are the winners:
Madison Griffiths
Brandon Reeves
Holly Macpherson
Cian Woodall

The leaf we are focussing on this
week from our vision is:

Enquire
The controversial question we are
considering in school and to debate

We should always ask someone
about their faith if we don’t understand it.
Do you agree?
at home:

Every Monday we celebrate the achievements of our children through the reward of certificates in
our ‘Celebration of Learning Assembly’. These are the children that earned: Star Of The Week.
Class
RE

Name
Cole York

RR

Ryley Day &
Jacob Meacham
All of Y1

1J

1H
2G

Roman Nyari-Brown
Alfie-Jay Bowyer
Isabel Bradley
Maddison Butler
All of 2G
London Leonard
Alex Hill

2A

3W

3CP

4N

4R
5P

Charlie
Appleby-Jones
Jack Ellam
Mia Southall
Richie Memhi
Jacob Smith
Alexander Reece
Brandon Reeves
Sian-Dana Letman
Alfie Marshall-Jones
Jiayao He
Rhia Relihan
Ashley Spink

5T

Leah Best
Cayden Holt

6E

Lake Bateman

6P

Thomas Sutton

Reason
For always giving 100% effort in all of his work and doing it with a smile. Well done Cole
– you certainly make me smile.
For using colourful semantics to write sentences about our trip to Tamworth Castle
For being absolute super stars in their Phonic Screening. Everyone put 100% into fredding
and reading the real and nonsense words. You should be very proud of yourselves
For helping our new friend Alfie settle into his new class
For making a super start at Woodlands and being a super star!
For writing fabulous 2A sentences about The Selfish Crocodile.
For giving 100% effort and trying really hard in English and Maths, keep it up!
For showing fantastic historical knowledge in our ‘beaches from the past’ lesson
For being a fantastic historian when learning about seaside holidays from the past.
London asked some super questions. Well done London.
For being a fantastic geographer when labelling and identifying seaside destinations.
Super map work Alex. Alex also showed a conscientious attitude to his learning.
For contributing to class discussions about the importance of washing your hands, during
science. Charlie was able to explain her understanding using some scientific vocabulary.
For always having an excellent attitude towards learning and for telling super jokes
For her focused work in learning unit when learning about Aztec Symbols, and a super
setting description of Ivan’s land using PAD, TAD, MAD
For always being organised and ready to learn
For showing enthusiasm in science, particularly about growing plants.
For showing teamwork and demonstrating good ball skills
For excellent explanations in maths
For a fantastic setting description of Sherwood forest. Sian-Dana used lots of figurative
language, checked her spellings carefully and presented her work neatly.
For using Roman numerals to crack codes.
For his fantastic setting description of Sherwood Forest
For always putting 100% effort into all her work
For showing supreme patience and maturity during practical activities.
For a mature and conscientious attitude towards his English learning. He made excellent
contributions to class discussions and I was very impressed by his progress in identifying
word functions. Keep persevering, you are a star!
For her brilliant research, description and diagram detailing how mountains are formed.
For an excellent attitude towards her learning – you have been focused and have worked
hard throughout the week to improve.
For an extremely mature approach to his science learning. I was very impressed by his
high quality and thoughtful contributions to class discussions. I could not be any prouder.
For your mature attitude towards your science. You discussed difficult concepts well and
gave very appropriate responses to questions asked.

Parent Pay is coming to Woodlands… So what is it?
ParentPay
our new online payment service
We’re pleased to announce that we will shortly
be accepting payments online for items such as
dinner money, school trips and uniform. Using a
secure website called ParentPay you will be able
to pay online using your credit or debit card.
ParentPay will be our preferred method of
making payments to school.
What are the benefits to parents and pupils?

What are the benefits to our school?
The more parents that use ParentPay, the
greater the benefit is to our school. You can
help us reduce workloads for all staff, creating
more time to lend to educational support and
the smooth running of the school. Using
ParentPay also ensures that all financial
transactions are safe and secure - helping us to
remove costs associated with us having to
manage cash securely on the school premises

How to get started with ParentPay…



ParentPay is easy-to-use and will offer you
the freedom to make online payments
whenever and wherever you like, 24/7



the technology used is of the highest
internet security available ensuring that your
money will reach school safely – offering you
peace of mind



payments can be made by credit/debit card
or also through PayPoint



full payment histories and statements are
available to you securely online at anytime



your children won’t have to worry about
losing money at school



Parents can choose to be alerted when their
balances are low via email and/or SMS text

We will be sending you your account activation
username and password, just follow the
instructions in the letter we give you to get started
with ParentPay.
If you want to find out more about ParentPay go to:
www.parentpay.com/Parents

Dates to Share
30.6.16 9:15 New Nursery Children Parent Meeting

18.7.16 Y6 Parent Drop In 3:30 - 4:30

5.7.16 6.7.16 3:30 - 4:30 Parent Drop Ins (Not Y6)

19.7.16 9:30 Y6 Leavers Performance

7.7.16 Transition Ends

19.7.16 Forest School Presentations (Invited families)

8.7.16 Y6 Prom

20.7.16 School Closes for the Summer

11.7.16 Reception Graduation for parents (pm)

5 / 6. 9.16 Staff Professional Development Days

12.7.16 Romans Invade Y4

7. 9.16 School opens for children

14.7.16 Summer Sizzler

