1st May 2015

Woodlands Academy Summer Term
There is no such thing as a quiet week at Woodlands!
The week began with a special service at Holy Trinity Church
on Sunday morning. When many of our children, families and
staff joined the congregation and Reverend Deakin to
celebrate Education Sunday. Jasmin Benton introduced the
work of the children that contributed towards Comic Relief,
Kieriese Duquesnay and Isabelle Fillingham led the readings,
whilst Nathan Mason, Sophie Whitehouse, Rhia Relihan,
Hannah Turner and Tegan Hobbs led the prayers. Also,
Dylan Fillingham, Amya Ellis and Harry Fillingham performed
their own unique talents which were warmly received. It was
a very special way to begin Sunday and celebrate our links
with Holy Trinity. These links will continue with Reverend
Deakin leading our Assembly on Tuesday next week.
Mrs Macpherson and I have been visiting all our classes over the past two weeks to monitor the quality of
teaching and learning in all years. Every class has such a special ethos, with strong relationships and good
levels of behaviour throughout. Our children are just so proud to share their learning, a special thanks to
Harry in Y1 who was bursting to teach me some of the phonic sounds and hurray to Finley who could spell a
very challenging word all by himself. We have seen singing, games, information technology and many creative approaches to teach our children their mathematical and literacy skills. These observations are important
in helping us identify ways we can improve the teaching at Woodlands so that our children can make even
more progress.
We also had a parliamentary candidate, Mr Douglas Hansen-Luke, and a potential local councillor join us in
assembly on Tuesday to help our children understand the definition of Democracy and increase our children’s
awareness of what an MP does. It was impressive to note that some of our children could name the leaders
of each of the main parties. Our preparations continue with our own elections to be held on Thursday 7 th
May for class Learning Ambassadors, please dig into the school bag to find the home learning challenge that
I have set every child from YR to Y5 and the attached Job Description written by the School Council. Good
luck to all our children who nominate themselves for this important post and good luck to all our local
parliamentary candidates.
We hope you enjoy the long weekend, Mrs Newton.

Fame at Last
Congratulations to Liam Wright in Y6, whose work was in the Express and Star
last week. Many of our children entered the newspaper’s competition to design
an advert for the local company HomeServe. It must have been a difficult choice
but congratulations to Liam for our
winning entry. The Express and Star are
now asking for readers to vote for their
favourite advert – obviously Liam’s advert
is our favourite. Good Luck Liam, we have
our fingers crossed.

Sporting Legends
Well done to our Tag Rugby Team who have played in a number of knock out
rounds over the past few weeks, succeeding and winning a Trophy along the way.
This journey of winning finally finished last Thursday when we were knocked out.
But what a triumph to achieve success in three rounds!
Our gymnastic team have also been competing this week at Walsall Gymnastics
Club and did extremely well. We are currently waiting for our score to find out if
we are through to the next round.
Do any parents have any redundant booster seats that they could
donate to help with transporting our children to competitions?

Places of Worship
Our Reception children
visited our local Gurdwara
on Wednesday as they
continue to develop their
learning about places of
worship.

Good News: Nursery is open on voting day, 7th May.

