Friday 27th April 2018

Dear Parents and Carers,
It was a wonderful start to the week at
Holy Trinity Church on Sunday evening.
It was so lovely that our children and
families came to Education Sunday to
celebrate the talents of our children together with the congregation of
Holy Trinity. Our children shone with their singing and performing and were an absolute credit to their
families and Woodlands. We couldn’t have been prouder.
Our pride continued into our Science Fair
on Tuesday when we held three separate
assemblies so that the winning child from
every class could share their science
project, undertaken over the Easter
Holiday with their families. The teachers
weren’t happy because they found it so
difficult to choose just one child from their class because the
standard of projects was so high. The range of research and
scientific investigation was vast, from creating a website in Y1, to
making slime or soap, creating a lava lamp, investigating liquids
that will clean coins to powerpoint presentations that
demonstrated various studies.

We all learnt from our children on Tuesday, and they are certainly thinking like scientists with their
predictions, accuracy and ability to draw conclusions.
Parents have been learning too. Thank you to our Y1 parents who came into school last week to learn
about how to support their child in reading and phonics and thank you to our Y2 parents who came
into school this week to learn about the characteristics of age appropriate handwriting so they can
support their child at home in developing these skills for their Y2 SATs.
Spring is certainly here, could you go on a Spring walk and spot the signs? Mrs Newton

Irresponsible parking at Woodlands
This week has seen further parents driving and parking on the pavement outside our school that
nearly resulted in a serious accident as a parent reversing up the pavement nearly ran into a child
who had to be dragged to safety by the parent.
What makes it even more concerning is that these irresponsible drivers are parents. What will it
take to stop irresponsible parents endangering the lives of their own and every other child?
I have been in contact with our Local Councillor, Walsall traffic management and enforcement
officers. The Royal Legion is a five minute walk away from school, they continue to kindly allow
our families to park in their car park. Please leave home five minutes earlier and park safely on
their car park to keep Hunts Lane a safe area for all.

Changes to transition and the Summer Calendar
As you may have noticed in last weeks calendar, transition and a few dates have changed. We have
had to review our transition process for all our children into their next class, and therefore instead of
the usual five weeks we are now undertaking two weeks. The reason for this is the changes in the
new National Curriculum. The expectations are now higher and children not only need to learn new
skills and new knowledge in order to be at age related expectation, as was the situation previously.
Now, children need to be able to apply and use their new knowledge and skills in varying contexts in
order to be assessed as working at age related expectation. So the Summer Term is incredibly important for the class teacher to provide these learning opportunities and enable our children to consolidate and go deeper in their learning. With children moving into new classes for such a significant
amount of time this narrowed the opportunities for these learning experiences and presented a barrier
for some children to attain age related expectation.
However, children will still spend a significant amount of time with their new teacher in their new
learning room and it has meant we can move Health and Fitness week into June when the weather will
be sunnier….famous last words!

Design An Ad Competition: Express & Star
On Thursday the Express
and Star published the
winner of the ‘Design An
Ad’ Competition from
Woodlands, as chosen by
our aligned company South Staffs Water. Congratulations to Aimee for
her fantastic design. We
now need the help of parents and families to vote
for her design as they
choose an overall winner.

There was a voting slip in the newspaper on Thursday 26th April that parents could complete or
parents could also vote online. The link is http://www.eands.co/designanad or parents can also go
on www.expressandstar.com and find the online voting tab.

Woodlands have been competing
with local schools
There have been many sporting events
recently which Mrs L Newton has been
busy coordinating and organising so that
lots of our children have had the
opportunity to enter different competitions
for different sports. We have entered
gymnastics teams, swimming teams, rugby
teams and basketball teams.
Our success has been varied, but the
enthusiasm and sportsmanship, combined
with excellent behaviour from our children
has prevailed at every competition.
Mrs L Newton is now suffering a hoarse
voice, along with other supporting staff,
due to all the cheering and shouts of encouragement for our children.
A BIG thank you to our children, Mrs
Newton and the staff who make these
events possible.

Fit Bits (or cheaper versions)
Children can wear their watches to school
which also count steps. However, it is important to note that the child is
responsible for the watch and there is a
risk of damage, or the item being lost.
Original fitbits are very expensive items
and I would recommend these don’t come
into school.

No scooting on the playground!
Can parents please ensure children (and parents!) are pushing their scooters on the playground rather than riding them. Our playground is a busy place in the morning and after school. With little
legs, unsteady legs, push chairs and lots of people. A speeding scooter is a risk to everyone.

Calendar
Thank you to Sainsbury's who donated
items from Sports Relief to Woodlands.
A very kind donation that has been
happily received.

Congratulations to The Stars Of The Week!

30.4.18

Police visit to talk to Y6
KS1 SATs during May

2.5.18

YRE Class assembly 10:20

7.5.18

May Day Bank Holiday

9.5.18

Y4G Class Assembly, 10:20

14.5.18

Y6 SATS all week

18.5.18

Y6 Parent Lunch and then home

21.5.18

Y6 Sponsored Silence

22.5.18

Y6 Leavers Photographs

22.5.18

4N last swimming session

23.5.18

New Reception Parent Meeting

24.5.18

NSPCC assembly with KS1

25.5.18

NSPCC assembly with KS2

25.5.18

Y2 Parent Lunch and then home

25.5.18

Break up for half term

Class

Name

Reason

RE

Edward Jordan

An amazing recount of our trip to Tamworth Castle using first, next, after that and finally.
It was very informative.

RJ

Courtney Evans

1H

Tyler Craddock

1P

Daniel Plimmer

2G

Cole York

2B

Joey Aulton-Hough

3R

Emilia Burke

A super diary entry written from the perspective of a pirate.

3CP

Lacey Stanley

Being a maths superstar and using her learning to help with subtraction including money.

4N

Jack Lakin-Worgan

Improved confidence during swimming. You are doing well. Keep it up.

4G

Finely Stead

5C

Poppy Davis

5M

Abbie-Leigh Carter

Working hard to improve your writing.

6P

Olivia-Mae McCarthy

Great improvements in grammar which has resulted in super maths results in tests.

6E

Daniel Atkins

Excellent effort all week recalling all aspects of his grammar, spelling, punctuation, reading
and maths learning. Keep up the hard work Daniel, I have been really impressed.

Telling us all about the story of Ruby the Dragon at Tamworth Castle. Well done Courtney!
A lovely setting description using the front cover of our new text. Tyler tried hard on his
taster draft taking his time to form his sentences correctly. Well done.
Writing a fantastic taster draft, Daniel included lots of interesting adjectives to describe
the story setting.
For being a superstar learner. Cole tries his best in everything he does and is also working hard improving his work further. Well done Cole.
For impressing his teachers with his hard work in maths. Joey has achieved lots in maths
this week from estimating and answering a range of addition questions to working with
money. Keep up the hard work and perseverance!

Fantastic work in maths on using the inverse to check your answers. You also worked as
a teacher and checked some homework – Well done!
Showing a fantastic understanding of rounding. You work so hard – keep up the good
work!

Dates for the Summer Term
19 & 20.4.18 2:00 Y1 Reading workshop for parents.
22.4.18

Education Sunday at Holy Trinity, 6:30

23.4.18

Class photographs EYFS and KS1

24.4.18
Science Fair Assembly when winning
children from each class lead with their experiments.
24 & 23.4.18 2:10 Y2 Publishing workshop for parents.
25.4.18

Yr 6 Prom Meeting 2pm

25.4.18

Class photographs KS2

27.4.17

9:15 Y3 / Y4 singing performance

27.4.18

Y2 Trip to Dudley Zoo (Africa Focus)

30.4.18

Police visit to talk to Y6
KS1 SATs during May

2.5.18

YRE Class assembly 10:20

7.5.18

May Day Bank Holiday

9.5.18

Y4G Class Assembly, 10:20

14.5.18

Y6 SATS all week

18.5.18

Y6 Parent Lunch and then home

21.5.18

Y6 Sponsored Silence

22.5.18

Y6 Photographs

22.5.18

4N last swimming session

23.5.18

New Reception Parent Meeting

24.5.18

NSPCC assembly with KS1

25.5.18

NSPCC assembly with KS2

25.5.18

Y2 Parent Lunch and then home

25.5.18

Break up for half term

4.6.18

Children and staff return to school

5.6.18

Gurdwara visit for Reception

5.6.18

Y6 selected children start swimming, weekly

6.6.18

Y6 Theatre Group visit

7.6.18

Y2 Visit to Birches Valley

7.6.18
Y3/Y4 Parents invited to a healthy lunchbox
presentation
8.6.18

NSPCC workshops fort Y5 and Y6

11.6.18

Phonic Screening in Y1 (some children in Y2)

13.6.18

New Nursery Parent Meeting

15.6.18

Bring & Buy Sale for Father’s day

18.6.18
Health and Fitness Week: Children and Staff
to wear appropriate sports clothing all week
Sport Afternoons


Nursery and Reception

1:30, 19th June



Y1 and Y2

1:30, 20th June



Y3 and Y4

1:45, 21st June



Y5 and Y6

1:45, 22nd June

25.6.18

Transition into new classes for the next two
weeks. Monday to Friday in the mornings.

4.7.18

Y1 (specified children) to visit Forest Arts

4.7.18

New Reception children in RE, parent lunch

5.7.18

New Reception children in RJ, parent lunch

6.7.18

Y6 Prom

12.7.18

pm Summer Sizzler
Woodland’s uniform stall at 3:30 onwards

16 & 17.7.18

3:30 - 4:30 Parent Drop In

19.7.18

9:30 Y6 Leaver’s Performance / Presentations

19.7.18

pm Forest School Presentations

20.7.18

Children break up

3 & 4.9.18

Training Days

5.9.18

Children return to school

