Friday 25th January 2019

Dear Parents and Carers,
The week started with a whole school focus on the different religions of the world, Mrs
Gill is our Religious Education Lead and coordinated the exciting learning. Every year
group explored a different religion with a focus on the key aspects. Y3 learnt about
Diwali and The Golden Temple; Reception learnt about Noah’s Ark; Y5 explored
Hinduism and Y6 wrote a non-fiction text about Judaism with an extract by Ann Frank.
There was a lot of creative learning, and at times it got a little messy….
Healthy lifestyles have been another whole school theme running through our assemblies.
On Tuesday, we discussed how easily those invisible germs spread and what we
can do to prevent them entering our systems and making us ill. On
Wednesday, the Phunky Food Ambassadors launched a new initiative: We’re
going on a food hunt. (please see the next page for all the information)
On Thursday, some families from our local schools joined some of our families,
as Queen Mary’s Grammar School Principal and students led an information
session about the experiences they can offer. The Grammar School route isn’t
for everyone, but for some of our children it is a valuable opportunity.
Tuneful voices have filtered down the corridors throughout the week, as our
rather large choir get ready for the biggest performance ever, at Young Voices
this evening. There are lots of excited children in school!
Next week brings a focus on SATs, as the year group teams lead Parent
Workshops to explain what the Y2 and Y6 SATs are all about. The sessions
will run at 2:30 and will be repeated at 5:00.
I have my fingers crossed for no more snow,
but I believe our children have their fingers
crossed for more snow!
Mrs Newton

Y1 thought about Easter. After
reading the Easter story they
discovered that we receive an
egg because this represented
new life.

Y2 created Stained Glass Windows

Y4 created Rangoli Patterns,
wrote a character description
and a newspaper report

We Are Going On A
Food Hunt…
We have been working with
Helen from Phunky Foods
and all our children at
Woodlands, in order to
increase their knowledge of
the Food Groups and what constitutes a healthy meal. In
the Autumn term, children were astounded to learn how
many teaspoons of sugar are in a can of Coca-Cola.
On Wednesday, our Phunky Food Ambassadors led
Assembly to launch ‘We Are Going On A Food Hunt…’ and
hopefully a letter came home to you on the same day. The
Ambassadors will be circulating at lunchtime to help
children identify which food groups are in their lunch
boxes and then together they can complete a slip that will
come home.
Staff won’t be involved in this, there are no judgements.
I’m a busy Mum too, and I know the pressures of providing
a packed lunch that is healthy, contains food my children
will eat and keeping up with the peer pressure of the
friend who has sweets in their lunch box!
But the national statistics are frightening; obesity is a
rising concern in children. With almost 1 in 5 children
classed as overweight or obese when they start Primary
School, rising to 1 in 3 when they start Secondary School.
Obesity is then leading to various health complications,
such as diabetes.
If we can help our children understand what a healthy diet
means, then they are more likely to make healthy choices
in the future.

In our controversial question this week,
we are promoting inclusion and
celebrating diversity.
Children will be considering the qualities of
role models on TV. Our older children will be
looking specifically at the diverse makeup of
our country’s families and trying to
find representation in their
most watched TV shows.

28.1.19

Y6 Parent Meeting regarding SATs.
2:30 and repeated at 5:00

31.1.19

Y2 Parent Meeting regarding SATs.
2:30 and repeated at 5:00

5.2.19

National Safer Internet Day

5.2.19

Chinese Lunch to celebrate the New Year

6.2.19

10:20, 1H Class assembly

8.2.19

Cultural drumming experience for Y4, 5 and 6

12.2.19

2:30, Y6 Parent Meeting about a possible Y6 Prom

13.2.19

10:20, 5C Class assembly

15.2.19

Professional Development Day - No school for children

18 – 22.2.19 Half Term
27.2.19

10:20, 2B Class assembly

28.2.19

1P Lock Keeper’s Cottage

1.3.19

1H Lock Keeper’s Cottage

7.3.19

World Book Day - Pyjamas ready for a bedtime story

Congratulations to The Stars Of The Week!
Class

Name

Reason

RG

Savannah –
Rae M

Growing in confidence in class. Savannah is contributing more to class discussions and is happy to
share her learning.

RJ

Rosie M

Writing super sentences about Supertato and using all the ingredients to make a sentence.

1P

Olivia J

Remembering all her capital letters and full stops during her independent write. She also used excellent
adjective to describe the badger.

1H

Ella-Rae T

A great improvement with her writing. Ella is becoming more consistent with her capital letters and full
stops as well as applying sounds she knows when spelling. Well Done!

2B

Brooke H

Her super maths work! Brooke always has a positive attitude to learning. She always listens, gives
100% effort and even practises her new learning at home. Keep up the good work!

2L

Seeley P

For a great non-chronological report.

3R

Mia Y

Super description of a mythical creature. Mia used PAD openers, great adjectives and similes.

Charlie D

Fantastic maths learning. Charlie applied his maths learning to solve problems and he was able to explain his learning to the class.

4G

Lawrence W

Super answer to our spicy challenge in RAID. You explained how the men would feel guilty for cutting
down the kapok tree and the impact of this. Great deeper thinking!

4N

Joshua S

Super response to the characters viewpoint in RAID. He was able to convey what the
characters were thinking from what they said. Super Josh!

5C

Scarlett B

Working hard to produce a wonderful information page relating to India. You made sure you included
the features discussed and used bullet points accurately.

5M

David W

An improved attitude towards his learning. You have been contributing to class discussions and answers. Keep it up, well done!

6P

Abigail H

Growing in confidence within her new group. Abigail is answering questions regularly and has really
got to grips with difficult subject knowledge – pie charts!

6E

Isabelle J

Excellent work on interpreting pie charts. You made some super contributions to class discussion.

3CG

