Dear Parents and Carers,

Friday 22nd November

It is beginning to feel a little like Christmas… The Christmas Fayre is
only one week away, thank you for all your support in sending in gifts, teddies and
wrapped chocolate bars for prizes and tombola stalls. Cakes for the cake stall would also be appreciated on the
day, a favourite stall of mine!
Choir have been busy rehearsing ready for Christmas Hits at Forest Arts next week - I can’t wait. Don’t forget
to order your tickets parents, they are fast running out. N, R, Y1 and Y2 have entered the world of Christmas
performances as they organise roles and are starting to learn their lines and songs.

I really must start thinking about Christmas lists…
We are very proud of Y6 children who rose to the challenge of entering The Rotary Club Young Speaker Of
The Year competition. The Teachers set the challenge to work with a partner to create a formal speech. The
children were given the afternoon to choose who they would work with and begin to create their piece. It was
then set as home learning. The chairperson had to introduce the speaker and give a vote of thanks at the end this had to last for no more than three minutes in total. Whilst the speaker had to prepare a talk on a subject
of their choice for no more than four minutes.
Last week, all of the children performed their speeches to the class and teachers.
Three pairs from each class were selected to go through to the semi-final on Thursday afternoon. In the semi-final there were six successful pairs:

Jack B (chairperson) and Alex H (speaker) talked about environmental issues.

Elias S (chairperson) and Connor J (speaker) talked about reading

Esme C (chairperson) and Hollie T(speaker) talked about Bryntysilio

Madison R (chairperson) and Summer B (speaker) talked about plastic pollution

Cody B (chairperson) and Thomas P (speaker) talked about football

Jack B (chairperson) and Finley S (speaker) talked about WWII with a focus on the D-Day landings
Bob Williams came in with a colleague from the Rotary
Club today to judge who would go forward for the final
of the Rotary Club's Young Speaker of the Year. The
two guests kept a scorecard for each pair and
commented on how well-prepared all of the children
were and how well they spoke in front of an audience.
Despite the short time scale, a number of children had
learnt their piece by heart and prepared visuals in the
form of demonstrations and PowerPoint presentations.
They all spoke clearly and confidently and persevered
with great bravery through moments where they could
not remember what came next (One child was so
nervous that he actually asked to start his speech again
but he kept
going and was incredible!)
2B led a fantastic, fact filled assembly all about Neil
We were very, very proud of everyone.
Armstrong. Everyone learned a lot! 2B were pure
professionals. They’d memorised their lines, spoke
clearly to their audience and led the assembly from
But the children who were chosen to represent
start
to finish. Well done 2B!
Mrs Garcha
Woodlands at the final were Alex H and Jack B.
Good luck boys! Have a great weekend, Mrs Newton

Marvellous Me Update: parents might need to update the app
Dear parents,
MarvellousMe has upgraded their Parent app this week. This new version delivers a 30-day News Centre (the number
one feature parents have been asking for!), fixes notification bugs and includes other improvements.
You may have already seen an email from MarvellousMe however, if you haven’t already done so, it is essential that
you follow the below:

1.
2.


3.



Check your device is running the latest operating software.
Update the MarvellousMe app via the App Store or Google Play.
To do this, type ‘MarvellousMe’ into the search bar, click on the ‘MarvellousMe for Parents’ icon and select ‘update’.
Your phone may have already updated MarvellousMe automatically in which case it will just have an ‘open’ button.
Open the MarvellousMe Parent app then
Tap ‘Settings’
Toggle the ‘Get device notifications’ switch off and back on again. Even if it shows as ‘On', you must switch it
‘Off' and ‘On’ once. This step is
particularly important to ensure you
receive MarvellousMe notifications going
forward and benefit from the upgrade.
Please refer to the guide attached or contact
MarvellousMe directly through the ‘User Guide
& Help’ section in the app if you need any
support.
Thank you for using MarvellousMe.

Nursery Parents Applying
for Reception
All Nursery Parents need to apply online at
Walsall Admissions for a school place in
Reception. Whether it is for
Woodlands or another school. Last year a
few of our families forgot to apply and then
didn’t gain a Reception place. This process
is beyond Woodland’s control and we can’t
just find a child a place because there are
strict guidelines that we have to follow.
So Nursery parents please don’t forget to
complete and submit the form online. By
15th January 2020
www.walsall.gov.uk/education
Families will be notified if they have been
successful by Walsall admissions in April
2020

Our controversial questions for the next two weeks
R, Y1 and Y2

Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6

Congratulations to the Stars Of The Week
Class

Name

Reason

RB

Leela W

RP

Grace O

1P

Frankie C

1S

Riley S

2B

Japkeerat SM

2H

Tyler HB

3CP

Amelia W

3R

Seeley P

4N
G

Mia Y

4G

Ruby W

5M

Valentino Z

5P

Levi W

6E

Ashley S

6C

Coban L

For her enthusiastic approach to learning. Leela is a fantastic role model. She is always listening, works hard and is a kind friend. Keep it up Leela!
For exploring partitioning by splitting a tower of cubes and then combining them again to
make the whole. Grace clearly explained her understanding of this new concept. Well done –
keep up the hard work!
For being able to make numbers out of stick and bricks. Frankie could tell me how many
tens and ones were in each number provided. Well done. Keep up the good work.
For fantastic independent writing to describe the Big Bad Wolf. Riley is focussing on his
handwriting as well as including adjectives in his sentences! Keep up the hard work!
For improvements in his handwriting. He is working hard to ensure that he is forming letters
in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place and of the correct size.
For confidently being able to work out missing number sentences. Tyler can identify which
operation is needed to solve the missing number sentence and can then explain the process
he went through to solve it. Well done Tyler!
For her positive attitude and big smile. She faces new challenges & learning with determination, giving it her best shot.
For excellent work in science. Seeley was able to describe the functions of each part of a
plant in detail using scientific vocabulary. Well done.
For persevering when things got difficult. Mia demonstrated super growth mindset when
practising her times tables. Mia didn't give up when things got tricky. Instead, she kept on
practising. Well done Mia!
For independently writing a letter to a friend in Discovery Unit, explaining what it was like
to be a Victorian child at school. You used your inference skills in your writing! Well done.
For making valuable contributions throughout the week during class discussions. Well done
Valentino – keep it up!
For listening carefully to swimming instructions which resulted in great progress in the
breaststroke. Levi took on board every piece of information given and acted upon it! ‘Back
‘o the net!’
For fantastic improvement in his approach towards his RAID learning. Ashley now listens
carefully and makes frequent contributions to our discussion. Keep it up!
For showing a fantastic knowledge of light and electricity in science. Despite missing some
lessons, Coban was able to make brilliant contributions to our science learning. Well done
Coban.

In the event of severe weather

We fully appreciate the difficulties
caused by school closure. Every effort
will be made to keep school open.
However, if severe weather does
threaten closure we will:
Send a text to all our families

27.11.19 3R Class Assembly 10:20

You can also check:

27.11.19 Eye Tests for R by NHS
27.11.19 Young Speaker Final at 6pm
28.11.19 Christmas Hits Performance at Forest
Arts for Choir



Woodlands Website



Radio: Free Radio
(Black Country - 97.2 FM)

29.11.19 Christmas Fair
1.12.19 Festival of Light at Short Heath Methodist Church. The choir and everyone is welcome
2.12.19 Y5 Visit
3.12.19 YR Christmas lunch
4.12.19 Y1 Christmas lunch

Performing at Woodlands

5.12.19 Y2 Christmas lunch

We believe that providing children with an
opportunity to perform in front of an
audience enables all children to develop
personally in many ways; in terms of
collaborative learning; resilience; confidence
and a sense of pride.

6.12.19 Y3 Christmas lunch
9.12.19 Y6 to the Theatre

9-10.12.19 YR visiting local Care Homes to sing
10.12.19 Y4 Christmas lunch

11.12.19 Y5 Christmas lunch

This year, we have changed the timetable so
instead of every year group performing at
Christmas we have planned the
performances across the year.

11.12.19 Y2H to Short Heath Methodist Church

Tuesday 17th December

12.12.19 Y6 Christmas lunch



17.12.19 9:15 EYFS and 2:00 KS1 Concerts

Wednesday 18th December

18.12.19 9:15 KS1 and 2:00 EYFS Concerts



10.12.19 Y2B to Short Heath Methodist Church
10.12.19 Y5 to Pool Hayes to see Annie

19.12.19 Christmas Jumper Day and end of term
20.12.19 Teacher training, school
is closed to children
6.1.2020 Start of Term for everyone

9:15 EYFS, 2:00 Y1 and Y2

9:15 Y1 and Y2, 2:00 EYFS

Friday 7th February

9:15 Y4 & Y5 Musical Extravaganza

Thursday 2nd April

9:15 Y3 Easter Performance

