Friday 3rd April 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
Easter is here so today our children would normally break up from school for two
weeks. It is the strangest holiday break up that I have ever
known in my teaching career, because Woodlands isn’t
breaking up, and neither are the children of our key workers,
nor are the wonderful key workers in our community.
Coronavirus is starting to affect our community, our children,
our families and our staff in many different ways. Whether it is
in terms of health, financially or emotionally. So we need to be
more than a school, we need to be more than a community, we
need to be a family who are here for each other.
Woodlands continues to be open to help our families in
whatever they may need. If you need support or help then
please contact us at postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk. There are services in Walsall that are available to us
all, and we will do what we can to help your family and put you in touch with a service that can help.
We do not know for how long we shall be closed but we have a curriculum that we want our children to
receive. We are in awe of our parents who are now teachers and doing their best to home school. Some of
these parents are also trying to do a full time job as they work from home and simultaneously home school. I
have a husband who is working full time at home and tearing his hair out over fronted adverbials and
equivalent fractions. So at this point the staff of Woodlands say HATS OFF to our parents – you are doing an
amazing job! The staff also want to say thank you for your emails and for sharing your activities and
learning, these messages make them smile because they miss your children.
The paper packs of work were designed to get us started in learning at home and now we need to find a new
way of providing you with your child’s curriculum. Miss Harvey has been very busy exploring and setting up
Google classroom, this will be an electronic portal for communication and for sharing learning tasks. Look out
for messages during the second week of Easter from Miss Harvey as she teaches us all – children, staff and
you.
If you don’t have a laptop or ipad at home then please email your teacher to let them know so we can plan a
new route of learning for your children.
The staff at Woodlands have given a great deal and been multi-talented, I didn’t know Miss Evans was so
good with a mop! We undertake lunch duties, we clean, we cook, we teach and we play. Every person in the
team has offered to do more than their fair share, ready on standby for any member of staff who can’t
attend. Thank you to the incredible Woodland team. I also want to say a special thank you to
Mrs Macpherson and Mrs Baker who have not stopped, they have both gone above and beyond in
reorganising Woodlands to ensure it is a special and safe place for our key worker children and our staff.
However, it is Easter, it is time for a break and for a rest. Let the home learning battles cease and let special
family time begin. I also have to be honest – I need a break from Joe Wicks – my poor muscles can’t take
any more!
Happy Easter everyone and much love to you all, Mrs Newton

Hello everyone,
How are you finding being at home? I have been hearing and reading
about your activities from your emails, from your parents and from your
teachers. You can see some of the activities your friends have been up to.
We are so proud of you all!
It such a strange time, doing your school work but at home instead of in school. I can imagine you are
missing your friends and your teachers. Yet you have shown such resilience, perseverance and independence.
You are not letting the strangeness of the situation get in the way of your learning or your ability to be
cheerful and smile. Be kind to your parents who are working very hard too, they are there to help you but
might need some help in the learning, it is new to them too.
Today, we would normally be breaking up for Easter so you might be secretly pleased that your teachers will
not be setting work for the next two weeks. It is time to have some fun with your family. Now we are going
to have to be creative in what fun we create on this holiday because we can’t go and visit places such as the
park.
My two have been making a list of things we might do such as planting sunflower seeds to have a
competition to see which one grows the tallest, they want to make cheesecake and we might put the tent up
in the garden and have a sleepover.
Whatever you put on your fun list, have a great Easter holiday and I hope the Easter Bunny brings you some
chocolate eggs. Love from Mrs Newton
I don’t think I have ever seen Billy
without his beaming smile and here
he is with an important message for
us all. Billy says hi to his friends!

Well done to the Y6 group of children
who are working through their
learning questions together every
morning using social media.

There might be no school but there
is still Forest School!
Miss Noakes was very impressed to
hear that Lily and Rosie went into
Rough Wood to complete some
forest school work and then they
made some life cycles of animals

Amelia in Reception has been
learning about Spring. She has
been watching videos and songs
on youtube and then wanted to
write facts in her home learning
book.
Fabulous writing Amelia

Now that our children are working more online it is more important than ever to ensure that
our children remain safe. Miss Harvey has written a special message to the children and
pointers for our parents too.
Please keep a close eye on what your child is accessing online.

Jack, Ruby and Jude have
been keeping busy with their
home learning, daily exercise
and helping in the home.
Their rainbow poster on the
front page is fantastic!

Here is a reminder of the year group
email addresses:
nursery@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
reception@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year1@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year2@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year3@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year4@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year5@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year6@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
headteacher@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk

Key Worker Children
The only days that we will be closed are Bank Holiday
Friday and Bank Holiday Monday. We are open for
the other days. The kitchens will be closed so
children will need to bring in a packed lunch. If your
child is eligible for free school meals, then we shall be
making a packed lunch for them in school. Also, if
your child attends Woodies the snacks will still be
provided too.
The Easter break applies to us in school as well, we
shall be having fun too.

Mrs Macpherson challenges the whole school to beat her with their
knowledge and speed in times tables on TT Rockstars. Good luck!

A message from Sally Rowe: Executive Director for Children’s Services
for the community of Walsall

requesting resources

Over the weekend, you would have seen there were increasing reports of a lack of PPE available to frontline staff - not just in hospitals, but in GP surgeries, care homes, social care staff and community nurses
visiting people in their homes. These frontline staff are working directly with COVID-19 positive patients
daily.
Our local professionals tell us that they simply cannot obtain enough equipment, in particular face masks.
While we welcome the announcement of further stocks being distributed nationally to health and care
settings, we will be closely monitoring the situation to make sure these stocks are reaching the right places. But, in the meantime our own frontline workers remain without.
I am asking you to personally intervene and act to ensure enough resource is available for all nursing staff
and our colleagues across the health and care system in Walsall.
Donations of protective equipment required – Health and Social care are asking for donations of
protective equipment for use by our front line workers, care providers, social workers and volunteers when
providing critical support to vulnerable residents. Items such as disposable aprons, latex or Nitrell gloves,
masks, hand sanitiser, googles and overshoes would be appreciated.
Smart Phones for Children’s Services - Due to the Government’s advice of staying at home to help
reduce the spread of COVID-19, Children’s Services are not able to carry out supervised visitations. As a
result, foster children are unable to have supervised visits with their parents, and are not getting the
opportunity to see or speak to them. Children’s Services are looking for donations of unused personal
Smart phones via staff or your parent community. The Smart phones can then be given to parents so that
they are able to make regular contact with their children using the app, WhatsApp. With your help, Walsall
children will be able to maintain supervised contact with their parents.
If you have any equipment available at all, it is greatly needed- please email ResourcesTeam@walsall.gov.uk to inform them of what you can give.

Office at school

Free School Meal Vouchers

The office will be closed for the next
two weeks so please use the school
email address to contact the office

There will be no vouchers over the Easter break. Following the
break there will be a new government scheme for FSM
vouchers, we shall have more information after the holiday that
we will share with you.

The email will always be directed to
the right person.
postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk

The ESFA have also flagged a national e-mail scam that reads:
‘As schools will be closing, if you’re entitled to free school
meals, please send your bank details and we’ll make sure
you’re supported’. Please ignore emails of this nature and
delete.

