Dear children, We are nearly there…it is nearly the summer break!
However, the holiday isn’t here quite yet which is just as well because there is just too much to do.
We are busy in school planning for your return in September. Your teachers are busy getting your learning
room ready, planning where everyone will sit, putting up displays and labelling your brand new
books. They are also planning your brand new learning. It is go, go, go!
So what will it be like coming back to school?
Can you remember what it is like to come to school every day? It is going to be strange
getting up early and putting your uniform on. Don’t forget to set the alarm...













Dress proudly in your school uniform and don’t forget your SMILE!
On your PE day you can come to school in your school PE kit and trainers (school
shorts or school tracksuit) I will tell your parents which day you will have PE
Eat a good breakfast because the toast shop will be closed for a little while
Bring a healthy snack for break because the tuckshop will be closed for a little while too
Don’t forget your named water bottle to keep hydrated
You can bring in your pencil cases (I know some of you like to bring in your own stationary
– but not too much!)
Everyone will start school at different times and end at different times. Y5 and Y6 will come
into school through the back door. That will be different!
Lunchtimes will be shorter – 45 minutes
But you will have an extra afternoon break (children love this in school)
Work in your year group for the day – you will get the playground all to yourself
Each year group will have their own special assembly on one day in the week
You will get to see, talk to and play with your friends!

You will get to spend the first two days with your current teacher so you can all catch up. You can bring
any of your lockdown learning in that you would like to share with your teacher. If it is sunny
then you will get to meet your new teacher too. Your reports are being sent home this week and you will also
find a letter in the envelope for you from your new teacher and the staff that you will be with next year so
you can learn a little bit about them.
Your current teacher will be setting learning for the last week of term – next week. They will also be setting
you a special summer learning pack just in case you have some time over the holiday.
This will be my last newsletter this term but I will write to your parents next week with lots of information
about September.

All your teachers and I wish you a very happy summer, keep safe and don’t get up to too much
mischief. We can’t wait to have you back in school, it just hasn’t been the same without you.
Love from Mrs Newton and everyone at Woodlands

September Plans in a nutshell
Our number one priority in September is helping your child settle back into the routine of school life.
Returning to school is a big step; especially after such a strange period of time when we have been in
lockdown, isolated from our family and friends. The experience has affected us all, it doesn’t matter how
old a person is, we are all affected in different ways, some more so than others.

Emotional wellbeing and
good mental health will
lead the way
We will be focussing on re-building
relationships with our children and
supporting them in re-connecting with
their friends.
We will help children talk about their personal experiences and recognise that it is REAL TO FEEL,
all emotions are normal and natural. So the timetable will contain daily
lessons on emotional wellbeing, building relationships, helping children to
recognise their emotions and developing strategies to regulate these
feelings.
Emotional wellbeing is the foundation for learning and so it is imperative
that we ensure this is secure so we can begin to focus on the learning.
We are prepared that some children will settle quickly, others may take
a little more time.
Our next key focus will be learning…

So how is your child doing in their learning journey?
Have they conscientiously been studying for 4 to 6 hours per day?
Have they undertaken all learning tasks set?
Have they remembered all the learning they have undertaken during lockdown?
Or – are you in a panic with the thought “My child is going to be so behind?”
First of all, please don’t panic, every child is in the same situation. We are not expecting your child to
come back as an expert in their distance learning, we fully understand the difficulties of learning at home
in every respect. We know that the children who left us in March will not be the same children that walk
through the door in September and so we shall not be expecting to pick up where we ended. Your
children will have grown, matured and bring new experiences, new knowledge and new skills.
Our children will come back with different strengths and different gaps in their learning so we need to
establish where is every child. What do they need? September is a time for us to learn and gather
information about your child. Only when we know the true picture of each child will we be able plan the
right way forward.

To get us started in September









Children will spend two days with their previous teacher as a
fabulous finish to their academic year - with extra sparkle!
Children will then move to their new teacher to begin their new
learning journey
Our Maths and English Leads (Mrs Garcha and Miss Evans) have
identified the key objectives that children need to know from the previous academic year and so
the children will focus on these key objectives during September. Learning is about building blocks
and so we need to ensure these are embedded before we move on to the new core curriculum.
The same applies for children in Y1, Mrs Price has identified the key learning that Reception will
need embedding before they begin the Y1 curriculum. They will learn in an EYFS approach of
Learning Labs rather than jumping into a formal approach to learning.
Children will be taught the aspects of the science curriculum from this academic year: Sex and
Relationships from Summer 2
However, all children will begin new learning in their foundation subjects, starting new exciting
topics and new themes.

There will be an emphasis on ‘learning how to learn’. Children have been learning at home in
different ways from practical experiences to developing self-study skills. So we shall have an emphasis
on practical learning whilst focusing on developing the ability to focus for an extended period of time.
Developing resilience and perseverance will also be important factors in our journey.
We aim to have gathered knowledge about where each child is in their learning journey by the end of
September and then we can plan the next steps needed for your child. This will probably involve
different groupings, different curriculum pathways and specific intervention programmes. It is important
to acknowledge that the curriculum for next year will be flexible and adapted to meet our children’s
needs.
We hope to be able to share our knowledge and plans with you in a detailed ‘face to face’ parent
consultation before October half term. (I am keeping my fingers crossed that guidance will allow us to
do this by then).

This will be the last newsletter of the academic year, however I
will be writing to parents with plans for September next week.
Everyone at Woodlands would like to say a HUGE thank you to all
our families for your continued support during what has been a
very challenging time. Your kind words and support has made a
significant difference to us all. On a personal level I would also
like to extend my heart felt thank you to every member of the
team at Woodlands, they have given, given more and then given again. Woodlands is an
incredibly special community, both inside and outside of the school building.
Finally, everyone at Woodlands wishes you all a very happy and safe summer, filled with
love and laughter with your family and friends. Mrs Newton

Dear Ruby did not plan on sharing
this poem with all of Woodlands but I
think it is just perfect in summing up
‘Life After Lockdown’
Children say it best!
Excellent Ruby and thank you (Y5)

Diary Dates
10.07.20 Pupil reports come home, along with a
letter for your child from their new teacher
Week beginning 13.07.20 Critical Worker
Children, Vulnerable Children, Nursery, YRP, and
Y5P
16.07.20 2:00 – 3:00
Uniform Stall on the field
17.07.20

Woodlands will close at
the end of today for the Summer Break for children

31.08.20

Bank Holiday

01.09.20

Staff Professional Development Day – new safeguarding procedures

02.09.20

Staff Professional Development Day – new curriculum

03.09.20

Children return to school and their previous teacher

04.09.20

Children spend the second day with their previous teacher

07.09.20

Children move to their new classes and their new teacher

07.09.20

Transition starts for our new children in Nursery and Reception

This year for our ‘Forest School Summer Home Learning’, we are making Nature Journals.
Each week find one interesting thing in nature whilst you are out. It could be in your
garden, in the park, at the woods etc. Record it in your journal and illustrate your find
using drawings or photographs.
The Nature Journals will be in your Home Learning Packs, on Google Classroom and
spare copies will be in the school reception for you to collect from the week beginning
13th July.
Remember to bring it back to school in September, as there
will be a prize for the best Nature Journal in each year
group.
Good Luck and happy spotting. Miss Noakes.

