Friday 18th September 2020

Dear Parents and Carers,
A positive week in school as the sun shone and children
settled into their learning.
New routines and systems have been tweaked, and tweaked again, in order to ensure our day runs as
smoothly as possible so that we have the maximum time for learning. As a school, we were very well
prepared for September with extensive and detailed plans, but implementing these plans with changing
safety guidance has meant that every aspect of school life has had to be re-thought, from fire evacuation
to lunchtimes. Feeding over 400 children and enabling them to have their lunch break whilst following
government guidelines has been quite a challenge! Dismissal seems to be working much better, it has
created significant learning time in school as there is less disruption as siblings were gathered
mid-afternoon. The new system also means parents (and children) don’t have to wait for siblings in what
will soon be rainy and dark nights. It would still help if parents didn’t come early because they are
taking up valuable space on the playground when other parents are trying to socially distance. To those
parents - please stick to your time slot in consideration of others.
It has not been an easy start to the term for staff but we are very grateful to all our parents for your
continued support (and patience) as we work hard to get it right for everyone in school.
Very important COVID reminder – please ensure that if any of your children are poorly that they
don’t come to school. If your child has a normal mild cold and mild sore throat then they can still come
to school as long as they feel able to cope with the day. However, if any of your household has even
one of the covid symptoms it is essential that none of the household come to the school and the whole
household remain isolated for 14 days, whilst they arrange a test for the affected person. We know that
trying to get a test seems like mission impossible at the moment but we are assured by public health that
they are working hard to solve the issues. If your child is isolating we shall arrange learning packs for
your child to undertake so they don’t miss out on their curriculum.
I know this affects your child’s attendance and might affect your ability to go to work but it is the
guidance that we all need to follow.
Numbers are rising across the country and
across Walsall so it is important that we all
follow this advice to reduce the risk of
transmission.
Hairstyles: Lockdown was a time for fun
hairstyles, my daughter even went blue for a
while! But we have now returned to school
and so can parents be mindful of appropriate
hairstyles for school, in particular a few of
the boys need to rethink their school ‘look’.
Enjoy the weekend
Mrs Newton

The school field was put to good use
on Sunday as the air helicopter landed
to support one of our local residents.

Secondary School Applications for Y7
Now is the time for Y6 families to start thinking about which
secondary school your child would like to attend.
Normally secondary schools would be holding open evenings but due to covid
restrictions schools are making alternative arrangements. It would be advisable
for parents to visit school websites to see what information is available to help
you make this important decision.
Applications are online and the closing date for families that live in Walsall is 31st
October 2020. Late applications will affect the chances of your child
gaining a place at your preferred school. If you live outside Walsall then your
application should be submitted through your home local authority and you
would need to check the closing date. There is more information about the
process for Walsall families and the application form link at
https://go.walsall.gov.uk/secondary_school_admissions
On Monday, the Principal of Pool Hayes,
Mrs Harris, visited our Y6 children to talk about
their next steps. An exciting and informative visit.

Who is the Rock Hero at Woodlands?
During lockdown, Mrs Macpherson set the challenge - who
could beat her in their times tables knowledge and speed.
The scores are in and we have the top three Rock Heroes.
Robert in Y6 is the number one Rock Hero with a
speed of 0.45. WOW!
Ryley in Y5 and Lucas in Y6 are the runners up with a speed of 0.61
They have demonstrated instant recall and just how do they type the numbers
in so quickly? Very impressive boys - you are our Rock Heroes!

Forest School Nature Journal Competition
Before the holidays, I set a competition for all year groups. It was to find an interesting
thing in nature each week and enter your findings into a ‘Nature
Journal’. If you have an entry for our ‘Forest School Nature
Journal’ Competition please bring your journal into school and
place it in the ‘Fox Box’ for your year group. If all entries could
be in school by Friday 25th September, I can issue the prizes in
the following week.
Many Thanks Miss Noakes
(Leader of Learning for Forest School & Outdoor Learning)

Yummy Cake Raffle to raise money
for a very good cause.
We normally hold our annual Macmillan coffee
afternoon in September but unfortunately we can’t
this year. So the person with responsibility for
cake at Woodlands came up with a great plan.
(That would be Mrs Graham!)
The Reading Rooms in Pelsall are going to bake delicious cakes for
us that families can buy numbers for in order to win.
How to enter: There will be a table on the driveway at entry and
dismissal times during next week. Parents can pick 2 numbers and
put a £1 in the honesty box to win.

1st Prize- Pick & Mix cake
2nd Prize- A box of 8 Chocolate
Brownies

3rd Prize- A box of 6 Cupcakes

Winner will be drawn on Thursday 24th September.
Cakes can be collected on Friday 25th September.
Good Luck Everyone!

