Dear Parents and Carers,

Friday 23rd October 2020

We made it to half term! Such a long half term, I am sure your children are feeling it because
we are feeling it too and are slowing down…
Photos this week show children learning together, the world may be a strange place but Woodlands
continues to be Woodlands. Your children bring their joy and enthusiasm for the world around them, which
keeps us all going. It is impossible to not smile as children pretend to be seagulls on the playground or
take delight in the helicopter seeds twirling through the air. Children delight in the smallest of things that
as adults we often miss. Let your children take you on a walk during half term and notice the treasures
that are around us.
We nearly made a full half term without having to send any children home to isolate. Unfortunately, this
week our first group did go home and we have missed them in school. We send love to our young person
who is unwell and their family, and to our isolating children and staff. May you all stay well. Many of our
families have been affected by COVID this half term, our thoughts have been with you during these difficult
times.
The control systems in school are holding up due to everyone implementing them the best they can. Our
thanks go to our families who have kept their children at home if they have shown any potential symptoms
or come swiftly to collect children if they start to feel unwell in school. It is these actions that have helped
to keep the school running. Nine times out of ten it is a cold, but your precautionary actions have helped
us all.
Please continue to keep us updated with any test results so that we can ensure that families and staff stay
safe. Please use the school email to notify us during next week: postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
We are looking forward to the rest over half term. But we shall all be back, with energy and enthusiasm
for the run up to Christmas. Covid may continue to pervade but we shall ensure we find the Christmas
magic at Woodlands.
Have a lovely week and keep safe everyone
Mrs Newton

Online Safety
Half term can be a time when children spend more time online, watching items, playing games or chatting with
friends on social media. Please remember to use parent controls. Listen and talk to your child about what they
are doing online including who they are chatting with and gaming with, or what they are watching.
Remind your child what they should do if a child sees or is asked to do something inappropriate or harmful
online. This could be by reporting the issue to the site or social media platform and if they aren’t sure what to do
seek advice from school or the police.

