Friday 11th December 2020

Dear Parents and Carers, It is nearly here… Christmas fun is just round the corner and you
can feel the excitement building in school…
You can tell it is Christmas, when you see ‘Stars’ or ‘Mary’, or a ‘Wise Man’ wandering down the
corridor. Y1, Nursery and Reception have been practicing and filming their production of the Nativity.
It hasn’t gone as well as hoped with children in and out of school, combined with a rush to film before
the last week and staff worrying that all will not be well. However, all the children have been involved
in the enjoyment of the rehearsals and the fun of putting on a performance. When the final films do
reach our parents through a QR code we hope that you and your family enjoy the performance and
understand the obstacles we faced along the way.
Christmas dinners took place on Wednesday which went
down a treat. Mrs Mason and the kitchen team did a
tremendous job because the dinners were delicious. One
child asked me, “Can we do this again in January?” Thank
you to all our lunch staff who helped the Christmas lunch go
so smoothly.
We are also very excited in school by the performance of our
Y2 children in their statuary phonic screening that was
undertaken in the last few weeks. Normally these children
would have taken this government check in June last year,
but that wasn’t possible, so the government moved it to Autumn 2. Knowledge of phonics underpins reading which really is the most important area of learning. Therefore, the
Year 2 team rose to the challenge and have been directly
teaching phonics daily with great success.
We are very proud to share that 79% of our children have
passed the screening check which is phenomenal considering
the lost learning time. We know many parents took up the
mantle of phonic teaching during lockdown, guided by our
Y1 teachers, and it has paid off. So we all deserve a big pat
on the back. It really is the most fantastic news, our Y2 staff
are absolutely delighted. Please do not worry if your child
hasn’t passed yet, our mission in phonics acquisition will
continue in the New Year and there will be a further screening
check in June.

It has probably been one of the most challenging terms that I can remember in
terms of dealing with change on a daily basis. However, it is your support and
Team Woodlands support that has enabled us all to keep going and reach the end
of term.
If your child does test positive in the six days after breaking up from school, then
please do let us know through postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk. This is especially important as many of us are planning to spend Christmas with special elderly relatives. If there is a positive case that affects our children and staff, I will let
you know by text after we have undertaken the Risk Assessment with Public
Health.
However, I hope that everyone in our Woodlands family does stay well over the
Christmas period so we can all enjoy this festive time. After such a challenging
year, we definitely need some magic and let us hope that 2021 is kinder to us all.
Finally, I need to share that we have a few changes in Early Years in January.
Mrs Thomason, our Nursery Teacher is leaving for new adventures. We thank her
for all her hard work and wish her good luck for the future. We shall be
welcoming back Mrs Jackson, following her maternity leave. Nursery will be led
by Miss Roberts and Miss Seale, overseen by Mrs Jackson.

Design a safe backpack competition
A Star Winners
Nursery-Mila C
Reception-Oliver J
Y1-Billy R
Y2-Erin S
Y3-Eva B
Y4-Aimee L
Y5-Keira R
Y6-Simran W
It was a really difficult
job for the sheriffs to
judge so many fantastic
entries. Well done
everyone. Everyone who
took part will receive a
certificate.
Mrs Rich and the
A Star Sheriffs

This will be my last newsletter of 2020, although Woodlands will be open as usual for all of next week,
including Friday 18th December when we shall finish at the normal time. Please note that the first day back
is a Teacher Training Day on Monday 4th January and we will welcome children back into school on
Tuesday 5th January.
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helping others smile
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Dates for the diary
Core subject reports for Y5 and Y6 to come home (Y2 will follow soon)

11.12.2

Assessment summaries for all other year groups to come home

11.12.20

Christmas Jumper Day (and Christmas accessories) with school uniform

18.12.20

Break Up for Christmas

18.12.20

Staff training day, no children

4.1.2021

Children back in school

5.1.2021

Closing date for Reception place applications, for children to start in September 2021

15.1.2021

Staff training day, no children

16.1.2021

February Half Term

15.2.2021

These are the children that earned: Star Of The Week. SUPERSTARS!
Class

Name

RB

Thea J

RP

Gurvir S

1P

Angel BT

1S

Harley-Mae M

2B

Erin S

2CP

Isabelle S

3E

Oliver R

3R

Rosie SI

4GP

Reece H

4H

Brooke H

5M

Emelia S

5G

Alissia G

6E

Lewis-Raymond N

6C

Harvey C

Reason

For her amazing home learning! Thea completed all of her home learning challenges
with outstanding effort and enthusiasm! Well done! Keep up the brilliant work!
For fantastic reading and vastly improving his score on Phonics Tracker. You are making
great progress - keep up the hard work!
For a fantastic try with her reading. Angel is trying really hard and can remember all of
her set 1 sounds and is starting to blend them to create words. Fantastic work Angel :)
For amazing writing! Harley-Mae confidently wrote a retell of our story ‘The Three Little
Pigs.’ She remembered her full stops and capital letters and used exclamation marks!
Well done Harley-Mae!
For working really hard and always presenting her learning neatly. Erin always listens
carefully and puts in 100% effort. She has achieved well in our recent tests in Year 2.
For her improvement with her maths skills using her knowledge to answer mathematical
problems.
For a fantastic approach towards his learning. Oliver is always looking for ways that he
can improve his work. Well done Oliver! With this attitude, you will soar!
For fantastic use of inverted commas to show direct speech in her writing. Well done
Rosie.
For excellent contributions to our class discussion on propaganda. ‘Back ‘o the net!’
For being a super helper in class. Always the first to offer a helping-hand to anyone who
needs it. Thank you.
For excellent maths work on multiplying decimal numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000. You
were able to apply your knowledge to teach and help others. Well done Emelia!
For a fabulous non-fiction write about plastic pollution. You presented your write
beautifully on your double page spread. Well done!
For having a positive and enthusiastic approach towards his learning. Lewis always
invests 100% into every task set and is eager to make progress, especially in his English
learning. You are a star Lewis!
For showing a good understanding of factors, multiples and prime numbers. Keep up the
good work!

