Friday 15th October 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

This week, and during the half term, there have been parent consultation meetings.
Your involvement in your child’s learning journey makes a substantial difference to their progress, you can help
by working on targets at home, but the most important thing you can do as a parent is to hear your child
read on a regular basis. This is something that children really enjoy – special time with you, and at the same
time you are helping them to progress in the most important skill of all – reading.
Next week, Mrs Price would have been holding important parent meetings with Y1 parents about how they can
help their child learn the sounds that are the basis for learning to read, and are needed for the phonic
screening check in July. (These meetings will now be filmed and sent out to Y1 parents instead) Y2 missed the
government screening test in Y1 as the government cancelled all assessments last year, but will be undertaking
it at the end of November. Y2 have sent home specific home learning that will help their children increase their
confidence in the sounds to help with reading and the phonics skills check in late November.

What are we doing well and how can we improve? In your child’s school bag there is a questionnaire for
our families to complete about how we are doing as a school. There will also be a text link sent out today so
families can undertake electronically if they would prefer to undertake that way. We really want Woodlands to
be the best it can be for your child/ren and family and so we value your feedback as to how we can improve
and make Woodlands even better. Positive feedback is also appreciated as much as constructive feedback.
Please return the paper version with your child, or place in a box in the foyer. Thank you in advance for
taking the time to complete this questionnaire.
Teacher Training Day: Monday 15th November There will be a further teacher training day on Monday
15th November, you will be pleased to know that this will be the last until the end of the academic year, they
have just all come at once and I do understand the strain this puts on our working parents. In this teacher
training day we shall be focussing on inclusion and working with a consultant from North Star Inclusion Service
to ensure that our curriculum is accessible to every child whatever their learning needs are.
Year 6 children and some of the staff will be busy packing this weekend as they get ready for Bryntysilio. It is
wonderful to be able to run a residential visit after the past eighteen months. We hope they enjoy their
adventure and make memories that will last a lifetime. Don’t forget your teddy bears Y6.
Yet again Covid continues to cause difficulties in our planning, please see the separate letter from Woodlands
and Walsall Public Health that has been sent today via text link.
Mrs Newton

The Wombles have been busy in Short Heath
We are very lucky in Short Heath to have a group called
‘The Wombles’ who work extremely hard to keep our local
area looking smart.
They spent three hours last weekend collecting litter along Bloxwich Road North and
Coltham Road. Unfortunately there were many sweet wrappers, chocolate wrappers,
crisp packets, drinks bottles, beer cans and take away food wrappers.
We are going to support ‘The Wombles’ in school and will be talking about how we can
make a difference. I think it is time for our litter patrol to step into action…
If we all do our part by ensuring litter is disposed of correctly, and help with collecting litter
around our homes, then we can keep Short Heath looking wonderful and all be proud of
where we live.
Thank you to The Wombles for doing such a great job!

Dates on the horizon
Changes to events in light of Walsall latest covid advice (14.10.21)
Cancelled

9:00 or 2:00, Miss Pottle’s English group - Phonics meeting for parents

Cancelled

9:00 or 2:00, Miss Smith’s English group - Phonics meeting for parents

Monday 18th October

Y6 to Bryntysilio for the week - going ahead

Cancelled

EYFS Pumpkin Party (but there is an exciting plan for children…)

Thursday 21st October

School Halloween Disco (Children can bring costumes in a bag)

Change in times
Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6

2:00 – 2:25 (parents collect at 3:10)
2:30 – 2:55 (parents collect at 3:10)
3:00 – 3:25 (parents collect at 3:25)
3:30 – 4:15 (parents collect at 4:15)
4:30 – 5:15 (parents collect at 5:15)
Teaching Assistants can attend with the year that they are working with for the week.

Friday 22nd October

School closes for half term, last day for children

Monday 1st November

School opens for everyone

Thursday 4th November

4:00, Queen Mary’s meeting for interested families in Y5

Monday 8th November

2:45 Class Assembly for 1P, parents invited

Thursday 11th November

Skipping competition - invited children

Friday 12th November

Last day to order and pay for a Christmas lunch through Scopay

Friday 12th November

Identified children in Y3 and Y4 visiting a farm

Monday 15th November

Teacher Training Day - school closed to children

Tuesday 16th November

Height and Weight by the NHS for Y6

Question of the week to think about and discuss is:
“Are protests the best way to be heard?" (KS1)
"Are protests necessary for change?" (KS2)
We are getting voters thinking about protests, following a flurry of news
stories on the subject.
In KS1, they interrogate whether protests are the best way to make their
voices heard, while in KS2 they consider whether protests are a necessary
catalyst for change in today's world, or if they can in fact damage or stifle
the success of a cause.

Reflective

Short Heath Councillor Surgeries
Hello everyone, my name is Cllr Josh Whitehouse and I am one of the local councillors for Short Heath. I
was a student at Woodlands so I am very pleased to say that myself and Cllr Sarah-Jane Cooper will be
holding a surgery for residents on Friday 15th October at 4-5pm in Woodlands Nursery. We will then be
holding a regular surgery here on the third Friday of every month. If you have any local issues or concerns please do pop in and see us so that we can try to help!
Our local councillors will be holding a surgery once a month at Woodlands in the Nursery
room. Please do pop in to see them.

Looking ahead to Christmas… Christmas Dinner and Magical Performances
Christmas dinners this year will be the same as last year and all children will have their special lunch on
Tuesday 7th December.
If your child is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 then you don’t need to do anything. However, if your child is in Y3,
Y4, Y5 or Y6 then please order and pay for their Christmas lunch though Scopay by Friday 12th
November. Then Mrs Mason can order all the essential ingredients.
I am afraid that we are unable to invite parents in for this lunch due to a lack of space and the current
climate of covid. I have my fingers crossed for next year!
However, we are hopeful that one parent will be able to come and watch our Christmas Performances by
our younger children.
Tuesday 14th December

9:15 N and R Performance, 2:00 Y1 and Y2 Performance

Wednesday 15th December 9:15 Y1 and Y2 Performance, 2:00 N and R Performance

Netflix Programmes
We have had a few children
mention a new TV programme on
Netflix that is causing issues in
school and children are playing
the games on the playground.
This series is particularly violent
with graphic scenes. I would
advise parents monitor what their
children watch due to it’s extreme
content.
Our e-safety consultant has
shared some advice about Netflix
that you may find useful. Mrs
Rudge recommends that you set
up a child profile so you can
change the maturity content on
Netflix, which is very handy for
removing some inappropriate or
graphically violent content.
Suggested points of reminder for
parents 1. Don’t share your account
details with anyone else
2. Use a child safe account
and enable parental
controls
3. Set profile locks and
maturity settings for the
child accounts
4. Monitor and talk regularly
to your children about what
they are watching or want
to watch
Suggested points of reminder for
pupils
1. Always check with a
trusted adult before you
watch something new
2. Make sure you have a
child account set up on
streaming services
3. If you see something
violent or inappropriate as
part of a programme then
tell a trusted adult

Who are the SUPERSTARS this week?

Class

NA
M

Name
Leighton W

NPM

Nancy S

RB

Aryaan J

RJG

MariahArmelle G

1P

Hayden C

1S

Lincoln D

2B

Luco B

2CP

Harley H

3E

Ekam D

3R

Georgiee K

4N

Tyler HB

4H

Ellie D

5M

Bradley S

5CG

Gurpriya KK

6E

Kayden D

6M

Tajveer S

Reason
For explaining the job of an author. Well done Leighton.
For amazing confidence in participating in carpet discussions, sharing her
learning and knowledge. Well done Nancy.
For his super effort in our Letters and Sounds lessons! Aryaan is always
enthusiastic and loves to join in with our sounds, songs and rhymes. Keep
up the great work Aryaan!
For telling Mrs Jackson that she needs to use intonation when reading!
Well done for remembering such a fantastic word to describe the story
teller’s voice!
For a fantastic start to Year 1. Hayden has settled into Year 1 really well
and puts 100% effort into all of her learning. Well done on your brilliant
start.
For fantastic commitment towards reading at home. Lincoln reads his book
multiple times throughout the week, practicing his fluency! Well done
Lincoln, it is a pleasure to hear you read.
For being kind, caring and thoughtful. Luco is well mannered and speaks
nicely to others. He is helpful in class and always helps Mrs Richards to tidy
up at the end of lunchtime.
Using his knowledge to explain with confidence how to use place value to
order 2-digit numbers.
For fantastic maths learning. Ekam puts 100% effort into every lesson and
works hard to tackle the problems independently. Well done Ekam!
For always trying hard in all areas of her learning. Georgiee has a positive
attitude and sets a good example with her behaviour too. Well done.
For super understanding when exploring negative numbers. You have a
deep understanding and could apply this understanding to problems. Well
done!
For creating her own rule for applying the suffix ‘s’ and ‘es’. It was great to
see that she took it upon herself to create her own! A great way to
remember it. Well Done.
For excellent effort during your recent maths assessments. Keep this hard
work up Bradley. Well done!
For fantastically recalling her knowledge of subordinating clauses. She then
wrote sentences using subordinating clauses too. Well done Gurpriya - super
star!
For settling very well into Year 6. His behaviour is excellent and he makes
wonderful contributions to class discussions. Well done Kayden.
For his excellent use of imagination within art this half term to design a new
school in the style of Antoni Gaudi.

