Friday 19th November 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

There is always excitement when we have a non-uniform day and today was no exception as we all
collectively raised money for the very important charity ‘Children In Need’.
We have also been focussing on anti-bullying this week, thinking about
the different types of bullying and what to do if it happens.
Very often the word bullying is used to describe a situation when
children have fallen out with each other. This is not bullying, but can
still cause great upset and needs to be resolved as quickly as possible.
We spend a great deal of time in school helping children understand
how the conflict arose, the impact of their actions on other people and helping the children resolve the
situation – this is called ‘Restorative Practice’ which all staff are trained in.
Bullying is extremely serious and is not acceptable at any point. The difference is that bullying is
deliberate and often repeated on many occasions. The definition of bullying according to the NSPCC is:
Bullying is behaviour that hurts someone else. It includes name calling, hitting, pushing, spreading rumours, threatening or undermining someone. It
can happen anywhere – at school, at home or online. It's usually
repeated over a long period of time and can hurt a child both
physically and emotionally.
Whether it is a ‘fall out’ or ‘bullying’, we take inappropriate behaviours very seriously at Woodlands
and if children have broken the school rules then consequences, according to the behaviour plan, are
given. However, alongside consequences, we teach children about acceptable behaviours and
strategies to help them manage their emotions and behaviours so unacceptable behaviours do not
reoccur. Learning how to be kind, self-regulate and build positive relationships are life skills that every
child needs to master.
We are working very hard in school at the moment on our foundation
curriculum subjects as we review our current provision in subjects like
history and art. As part of our review we have been looking at
children’s books and talking to children to gather their views. What
shines through is their love of learning and enthusiasm for all the
subjects, it is wonderful to talk to your children about their learning. So your child might come home
and share that they have been talking to different teachers about a curriculum subject and sharing their
important ideas about how we can improve learning.
Today in school, we wave goodbye to Miss Glover as she embarks on a new role in a secondary school.
Miss Glover has worked in our SEND team helping many children over the years make progress in their
learning. We wish her every success in her new role. We also wave goodbye to Miss Gregory for a
little while as she begins her maternity leave. A new and exciting chapter is about to begin for Miss
Gregory and we all look forward to hearing baby news soon. Miss Chapman continues to teach 5C for
three days a week and will be joined by Miss Morris to make 5CM. Miss Morris has already been in
school working with the children and can’t wait to officially start.
The world of nature has exploded into colour, maybe there is time for an autumnal walk this weekend
Mrs Newton

Thank you to all families who
supported the book fair. Your
purchases have raised £350 for
us to spend on books in school
for our children.
FANTASTIC!

Attendance and Punctuality
This week, we have sent home attendance letters and
punctuality letters.
The attendance letter is for families who have a child with
less than 90% attendance. At this stage in the year a
child would dip below 90% if they have had roughly 9
days off school. We do understand that your child may
have had an operation, Covid, chicken pox or a similar illness which all involve a significant amount of time off school. These situations arise and cannot be
helped so we would not want these families to be worried because their child’s absence is due to
important reasons that are beyond their control, we have sent the letters so you are aware of your
child’s attendance level.

We are in the season of coughs and colds, whilst Covid continues to be around us. When your child is
under the weather, making the decision as to whether to send them to school can be difficult. Please
be reassured that we will monitor your child carefully and if they are not coping with the day we shall
ring you to come and collect. Many of our families undertake Covid tests to check symptoms when
their child is unwell, which we really appreciate. We have to list reasons for absence so it is important
to contact the school and let us know the reason if your child is too poorly to attend. Please do try to
make medical appointments outside of school hours when possible, if this is not possible please share
the medical letter with the office so we can authorise the absence.
Punctuality letters have also been sent to families that are repeatedly late for school.
The core subjects of phonics, reading, writing and maths are timetabled from the moment
your child enters school, between 8:40 and 8:55. If your child is late repeatedly it is
likely that they are missing the same lesson which really will affect their progress. For
example, a child who continues to arrive at 9:30 may miss the phonics lesson which
means they will miss the skills they need to be able to read.
Attendance has been very disrupted for all our children over the past few years due to the impact of
Covid and this has affected progress in learning, we are working hard in school to help your children
catch up on missed learning, whilst learning the new curriculum, so every lesson really does count.
It is also important to note that we have a requirement to report attendance and punctuality
information to the Local Authority every couple of weeks, which could result in warning letters or a
fixed penalty notice. I am afraid that according to the law we cannot authorise holidays and they are
likely to result in a fixed penalty notice.
The good news is that the Covid infection rate currently remains very low in school, which we are
thankful for. I am sure this will change in the future but for now the main sources of illness seem to be
colds, viruses or the dreaded sickness.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents for their support with attendance during this
very difficult period. I am sure we will continue to work together to support your child to take
advantage of every day of learning.

Dates on the horizon
Events where parents are invited into school will depend on the latest Public
Health guidance. At this stage we are planning for them to go ahead.
Friday 19th November

Non-Uniform Day. Children can bring in a pound for Children In Need.

Friday 19th November

NHS YR to Y6 Flu Spray

Friday 19th November
4:00 Local Councillors surgery in Nursery. Parents are welcome to drop in to
raise any community issues with Cllr Josh Whitehouse Cllr Sarah-Jane Cooper.
Monday 22nd November

2:45 Class Assembly for 3R, parents invited at this stage

Monday 29th November

2:45 Class Assembly for 6E, parents invited at this stage

Tuesday 30th November

2:45 Class Assembly for 6M, parents invited at this stage

Tuesday 7th December

Christmas Lunch for children

Thursday 9th December

4:00, Queen Mary’s meeting for interested families in Y5 in the hall

Tuesday 14th December

9:15 N and R Performance, 2:00 Y1 and Y2 Performance

Wednesday 15th December 9:15 Y1 and Y2 Performance, 2:00 N and R Performance
Thursday 16th December

Y4 visit to Black Country Museum

Thursday 16th December

9:00 - 11:00 am A different kind of Christmas Fair for children

Friday 17th December

Y6 visiting the Theatre / School closes for Christmas

Tuesday 4th January

School re-opens to children

Thursday 27th January

Young Voices

Friday 18th February

Teacher Training day - school closed to children

PLEA FOR DONATIONS: We would appreciate donations of prizes
for the Christmas Fair. Such as a wrapped chocolate bar, or a
potential children’s small prize for one of the stalls, could be a toy

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:
"Was COP26 successful?" for KS2
"Do we look after the planet?" for KS1
This week, following extensive press coverage of powerful
messages, concerted efforts and last-minute disagreements,
Votes For Schools wanted to get KS2 voters to reflect on
COP26. They explore whether enough was achieved by
deciding where they stand on the question: "Was COP26
successful?" Meanwhile, in KS1, they think about the
responsibility we have to protect the world around us, and
whether we fulfil this with the question: "Do we look after the
planet?"

Democratic
Accountable

Who are the SUPERSTARS this week?

NAM

Name
Seraya S

NPM

Sophie L

Class

RB

Alfie Mark M

RJG

Lucas J

1P

Amelia J

1S

Peighton G

2B

Leo W

2CP

Lilly-Mai S

3E

Jacob C

3R

Charlie M

4N

Darcey C

4H

Archie S

5M

Seeley P

5CG

Jasmine PC

6E

Jacob M

6M

Ryley W

Reason
For recognising, understanding and independently demonstrating, with
equipment, the value of three.
For persevering and creating an amazing lion in the art lab using a variety
of collage materials.
For his effort in reading and writing. Alfie has made brilliant progress when
identifying his sounds! Keep up the great work Alfie!
For completing an amazing labs challenge building and writing a sentence.
Lucas really showed us his skills as well as his fantastic handwriting - well
done!
For a super independent write! Amelia tried really hard to remember to include all of our writing features to retell the start of our story ‘The Three
Little Pigs’ Well done
For super commitment to her performance of our story ‘The Three Little
Pigs.’ Peighton uses expression and actions to recite our story with great
confidence! Well done Peighton!
An excellent independent write. Leo wrote a recount of the beginning of
‘The Man on the Moon’ using language from the text.
Carefully selecting her vocabulary to include verbs and adverbs of time.
For trying his best in every lesson and for working so hard to improve his
handwriting. Well done Jacob.
For a super diary entry. Charlie used all the features of a diary included
thoughts and feelings. It was a pleasure to read. Well done.
For a lovely remembrance poem for Remembrance Day.
For his outstanding science knowledge during his visit to the farm. Well
done Archie.
For always delving deep into our class text (Kensuke’s Kingdom) and providing evidence for your ideas and answers. Well done Seeley!
For recalling scientific vocabulary from our forces topic and explaining the
meaning. Well done Jasmine – a scientific super star!
For being so organised and helping to keep the whole class organised too.
Thank you Jacob.
For the confidence he displayed when working as part of a group taking on
the role of recording and editing the group performance.

We celebrate different kinds of achievements in school every week.
There are also ‘Readers of the Week’ and ‘PE Stars of the Week’.
Will your child be bringing home a certificate from our celebration assembly this week?

Re-scheduled to Thursday 9th December at 4:00

