Friday 3rd December 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
The countdown has started… mischievous elves have arrived, Christmas tress grew overnight and the
beginning of Advent has been celebrated with great enthusiasm, particularly in Early Years with tall
reindeers seen wandering the corridors. This was followed the next day, by children and staff in
pyjamas – the season of fun and magic is here!
However, the world is changing again as new restrictions are brought into operation by Public Health
and the Government, but we are determined to hold onto the magic at Woodlands for as long as we
can. Many other schools have cancelled their Christmas performances but we hope that they can go
ahead, with a few changes to our risk assessment.
In order for this to happen, I am afraid that we shall need to restrict attendance to one family member
per child, for one set performance. We ask the visitor to undertake a Lateral Flow Test before
attending, sanitise before entering the building and they must wear a mask throughout the
performance, unless they can provide medical evidence that they cannot wear one. We are
fortunate to have a large hall with a high ceiling, that we can keep well ventilated with a number of
open doors. Family members are invited on the below days:
Tuesday 14th December
9:15

N and R Performance

Nursery am Parents, RB parents

2:00

Y1 and Y2 Performance

Y1 Parents

Wednesday 15th December
9:15

Y1 and Y2 Performance,

2:00

N and R Performance

Y2 Parents

Nursery pm Parents, RJG parents

The performance ticket labelled with your child’s name will be sent home on Wednesday
8th December in your child’s book bag. The family member must bring their ticket with
them for entry to the performance. I am afraid we will not be able to swap performance days for
parents on this occasion. I know this will be disappointing for many of our families but we are
desperately trying to enable one family member to attend for their child. If we have a spike in Covid
cases – which can happen very quickly, then I am afraid we shall have to cancel and instead film the
performances.
In school, we have again returned to wearing a face covering in communal areas but Public Health are
not asking parents outside the building to wear one at this point in time.
At this stage, planned school visits for Y4 and Y6 will continue in the last week, as will our ‘Christmas
Fair’ on the last day of term, when children can wear their Christmas jumpers with their uniform.
Next week on Tuesday is Christmas Dinner day, Mrs Graham and Mrs Bellerson have been practicing
their version of ‘Last Christmas’, ready to entertain our diners… I can’t wait!
Mrs Newton

Year 6 Remember

We have been lucky this week to see 6E and 6M
perform their class assemblies. Both classes taught
us about different aspects of World War 2. They
confidently told us about Nazi German practices,
the Blitz and the Holocaust and did so in a very
poignant way. The children sang songs from the
time and also songs linked to remembrance to
ensure that the sacrifice of those who fought in
the war is always remembered.
We are very proud of you Year 6. Well done!
Mrs Macpherson

Year 6 have been undertaking their
Design and Technology
immersion days
D&T is such a practical subject that
often involves using various
materials and equipment to design
and construct so we block this
subject into two full days each
term so children can fully immerse
themselves in the creation process.
Year 6 have been learning about
electricity and building circuits in
order to design and create a fair
ground ride. I was so impressed by their technical knowledge and
language as they brought their imagination to life.

Christmas Raffle starts on 1st December for the children,
provided by the Y6 Prom Committee.
Children can bring in 20p for a raffle ticket or
£1.00 for a strip of 5 tickets. Christmas chocolate goodies will be won by a child
in every class and one lucky winner will receive a food hamper when the raffle is
drawn at the Christmas Fair.

Dates on the horizon
Events where parents are invited into school will depend on the latest Public
Health guidance. At this stage we are planning for them to go ahead.
Streetly Library – 4th December 2021 (9am-1pm) – Blackwood Rd, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield, B74 3PL.
Drop-in session for child flu vaccination
Bloxwich Library – 11th December 2021 (9:30am-1:30pm) – Elmore Row. Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 2HR.
Drop-in session for child flu vaccination
Tuesday 7th December

Christmas Lunch for children

Thursday 9th December
4:00, Queen Mary’s meeting for interested families in Y5 in the hall. This
meeting is now moving online. More details will follow from Queen Mary’s.
Tuesday 14th December
9:15

N and R Performance

Nursery am Parents, RB parents

2:00

Y1 and Y2 Performance

Y1 Parents

Wednesday 15th December
9:15

Y1 and Y2 Performance,

2:00

N and R Performance

Y2 Parents
Nursery pm Parents, RJG parents

Thursday 16th December

Y4 visit to Black Country Museum

Friday 17th December

Children can wear their Christmas Jumper with their uniform

Friday 17th December

9:00 - 11:00 am A different kind of Christmas Fair for children

Friday 17th December

Y6 visiting the Theatre / School closes for Christmas

Tuesday 4th January

School re-opens to children

Thursday 27th January

Young Voices

Friday 18th February

Teacher Training day - school closed to children

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:
“Should children use phones in school?”
This week, voters are discussing the question: "Should children use phones in
school?" While we realise this is a longstanding, "classic" debate, we wanted to
give it a 2021 spin!
Voters explore the benefits and drawbacks to phones in school - including
newer considerations such as online learning and cyberbullying of both pupils
and teachers - and decide where they stand on this subject. They then consider
whether there is a happy medium to be found and what the rules around this
should be.

Responsible

Who are the SUPERSTARS this week?

NAM

Name
Amit D

NPM

Hunter P

RB

Sienna C

RJG

Josie D

1P

Aimee MT

1S

Brody S

2B

Jake W

2CP

Pippa B

3E

Emily D

3R

Alfie J

4N

Ella-Rae T

4H

Isabelle C

5M

Jake W

5CG

Aidrianne R

Class

6E

Spencer C

6M

Olivia W

Reason
For sharing his knowledge of rhymes with his peers and enthusiastically learning new
ones too
For showing great confidence, in joining in with class discussions and sharing his
knowledge with his peers.
For her positive attitude to learning. Sienna always gives 100% effort in all of her
lessons! She is a kind friend and is always willing to help others. Keep up the great
work Sienna!
For creating a fantastic picture of a snowman and labelling it by reading and copying
the word ‘snowman’ – well done Josie.
For trying hard when writing sentences. Aimee is trying hard to remember all of the
words in the sentences she writes and is reading them to make sure they make sense.
Keep up the good work.
For trying really hard with his letter formation making his handwriting neat in all
lessons! Well done
For trying really hard with good sitting and listening on the carpet. Jake is then able to
complete his Maths learning independently and correctly.
For a fabulous recount of the story Man on the Moon using a range of adjectives and
adverbs for time and manner.
For her exceptional effort in each and every lesson. Emily has also 'wowed'
Miss Edmunds with her fabulous work on joining up her handwriting. It's beautiful
Emily. Well done!
For looking after everyone at Forest School by spotting hazards and alerting everyone.
Thank you Alfie for keeping us all safe.
For always being so helpful in class. You helped another child complete their online
safety questionnaire when you saw they were struggling to read the
questions. Super
role model!
For a lovely retell of Oliver Twist. Isabelle has used a range of word classes, conjunctions and has punctuated inverted commas correctly. Well done Isabelle.
For excellent understanding of the different types of clauses. I am really impressed with
your frequent contributions during our English lessons. Well done Jake!
For working carefully to calculate the perimeter of compound shapes. Aidrianne worked
hard to ensure her answers were accurate.
For excellent work on creating links across sentences in a paragraph. I was so impressed
by Spencer’s explanation of how each sentence was connected to the previous one
during our analysis of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas.
For the confidence she demonstrated playing her part in the class assembly. You have
made us all really proud Olivia - what a huge achievement.

We celebrate different kinds of achievements in school every week.
There are also ‘Readers of the Week’ and ‘PE Stars of the Week’.
Will your child be bringing home a certificate from our celebration assembly this week?

Online Safety at Christmas time
Dear Parents/ Carers,
Online safety is an important part of keeping children safe at Woodlands Academy. All pupils are taught
about how to stay safe online, but this will only be successful if we work together with parents and carers
to help reinforce safe online behaviours at home.
As Christmas draws near, many children may be looking forward to receiving new electronic toys, devices
and games, so we’d like to share some simple online safety tips to help parents and carers make safer
choices and support their children online over the festive break.
Make informed choices:
It is vital that parents and carers fully understand the capabilities of the technology within their homes. It’s
important to make informed decisions about new games, smart toys and devices, before giving them to
children as a gift.
Do your research; look at all the pre-installed apps or tools, and check whether the device or game has an
online component which allows them to connect with others online.
Always check the PEGI age rating and descriptors on games before buying them for your child and carefully consider whether the content is appropriate for them. CEOP has some helpful advice about making decisions regarding what is ‘appropriate’ for your child:
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/gaming-whats-appropriate-for-your-child/
Familiarise yourself with the privacy, safety and security tools on new devices; ensure you can teach your
child how to make their accounts private and how to block and report other people online.
Use the parent guides and shopper’s checklists from UK Safer Internet Centre and Internet Matters to help
you ask the right questions and make informed choices when buying new technology this Christmas:
www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/question/how-can-i-help-my-child-have-a-safer-digital-christmas/
www.swgfl.org.uk/magazine/holidays-toys-tech/
Talk to your children:
Take an active interest in your child’s online life and engage in the digital world with them.
Let your children teach you about their online world and how they use technology; playing new games and
exploring websites together can often open opportunities to discuss safe behaviour and can also be lots
of fun!
Make sure your children know that you are safe and approachable; remind them that they can tell you if
something happens online that makes them feel scared, worried or uncomfortable, without being told
off or punished.
You can find more advice about talking to you child about online safety from CEOP:
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/having-a-conversation-with-your-child/

Filters and Parental Controls:
Children can accidently or deliberately be exposed to unwanted or unpleasant content online, but there
are some simple things you can do at home to help minimise this risk.
Make sure you install anti-virus software, filters and parental controls on your child’s device before giving it
to them.
Ensure that you are role-modelling good behaviour by using strong passwords yourself; make them difficult to guess and don’t share them with your children.
Remember that blocks and filters are not 100% effective and you can’t rely on them alone to protect your
children, so remind them to tell you if they see something upsetting online.
The interactive guide to parental controls available from Internet Matters will have helpful information to
help you set up devices:
www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/
Setting boundaries:
Much like the ‘real world’, parents should set boundaries for children online; this provides them with a
clear understanding of the limits, expectations and consequences of their behaviour.
Agree as a family, how the internet and technology will be used in your home; encourage children to use
the online safety messages they learn in school and adapt these into your own family rules.
Discuss online boundaries; for example, if your child loves to chat or share content on the internet, talk to
them about what is and isn’t appropriate to share online.
Remember to role-model positive behaviour online; consider asking your child’s permission before posting
photos of them on social media this Christmas and empower them to have control over their ‘digital
reputation’. Also, why not make sure you spend time together as a family and set aside some tech-free
time over the Christmas break.
Take a look at the family agreement template available from Childnet International for some ideas:
www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/have-a-conversation
Other useful websites:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ NSPCC advice and helpline for parents
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents - CEOP’s advice for parents
www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers Resources and ‘hot topics’ for parents from Childnet
We’d like to wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas, both on and offline.
The online safety team

