Friday 7th January 2022

Happy New Year
to all our Woodland families!
It has been a very mixed Christmas break this year as many of our
families and staff had their plans disrupted by Covid. I hope you
were one of the lucky ones and managed to remain well and spend
time with loved ones.
The good news for the start of 2022 is that we are open and we
sincerely hope it stays that way. The not so good news is that after a fairly Covid free autumn term it
would seem that Short Heath, and the nation, is again in the grip of the virus.
The rules for Covid are literally changing daily which makes it hard to keep up:

If anyone in your home or if your child is a close contact then they can continue to come to
school but we do ask that parents monitor their child closely and they test daily before coming to
school using a lateral flow test. If a member of staff is identified as a close contact and is fully
vaccinated, then they would test daily.
If your child starts to show Covid symptoms then please keep them at home and undertake a lateral flow test. Change on Thursday 6th January: Confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11 January. This will
mean that anyone who receives a positive LFD test result will be required to self-isolate immediately
and will not be required to take a confirmatory PCR test.

Isolating period for people with a positive test result: The day that the lateral tests shows
positive is day zero. People who receive negative LFD results on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation
period – with tests taken 24 hours apart – will no longer have to self-isolate for the full 10 days. The
first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period. If the person continues to
have a high temperature or test positive then they must continue isolating.
In school, we do have windows open for good ventilation whilst we have the heating on too. We
monitor the temperature in learning spaces but if your child mentions that they are cold then they may
wish to wear a vest or thermal layer underneath their shirt.
Please remember that any parent that needs to speak to the office needs to wear a mask and there
should only be one adult in the office foyer at any point in time.
On a much brighter note, it is wonderful to have the children back in school, full of enthusiasm about
their Christmas holidays and looking forward to their new learning in the Spring term. The snowfall on
Thursday caused particular excitement…
We also send our warmest wishes to Mrs Price and her family as they welcomed baby
Alice into the world, earlier this week. Miss Gregory and her family also welcomed their
new addition over the holidays - Freya. We are excited to meet both new babies in the
near future but in the meantime we send our love.
Spring brings new life, new beginnings and new adventures to look forward to. Mrs Newton

Dates on the horizon
Events where parents are invited into school will depend on the latest Public
Health guidance. At this stage we are planning for them to go ahead, although
parents will need to undertake a lateral flow test, sanitise and wear a mask.
Saturday 9th January 2022 - 9:30am – 1:30pm:
Willenhall District Library
Walsall Street
Walsall
WV13 2EX
Drop in session for any children who haven’t had their flu vaccination yet

Monday 17th January
2:45 5CS Class Assembly
Wednesday 19th January Dodgeball Competition for identified children
Monday 24th January
2:45 RJG Class Assembly
Tuesday 25th January
2:30 Y6 Prom meeting
Thursday 27th January
Young Voices (We are very sad that this event has been postponed - we do
hope it will happen later this academic year)
Monday 31st January
2:45 1S Class Assembly
Wednesday 2nd February 2:30 Coffee afternoon for SEND parents in Y6
Wednesday 2nd February Queen Mary’s Grammar visit for Y5 children who are interested
Monday 7th February
2:45 RB Class Assembly
Tuesday 8th February
Safer Internet Day
Thursday 10th February
Safer Internet Workshop in school by Nicola Rudge
Thursday 10th February
Swimming competition for identified children
Monday 14th February, Tuesday and Wednesday Cake Sale on the playground by Y6 Prom Committee
Thursday 17th February
2:30 Y4 Kingswood Residential meeting for parents
Friday 18th February
Teacher Training day - school closed to children
Monday 21st to Friday 25th February Half Term
Monday 28th February

School re-opens

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:
“Would you go on holiday to space?” R and KS1
‘Is space tourism a good idea?’ KS2
This week, Votes For Schools are getting voters talking about space. Following
the much-contested "Billionaire Space Race" of last year, voters will have
the chance to explore the realities of space tourism in lessons.
They will then have the opportunity to decide whether it's something that
would interest them, especially if money were no object!

Reflective

