Friday 25th March 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
The sunny weather makes such a difference, lighter mornings and lighter
evenings extend our days and lighten our moods. Spring has officially sprung!
3E were fantastic scientists and presenters on Monday as they led class assembly.
They really did make our brains hurt with all the learning that they shared about
the topic of ‘Light’ and other learning from their visit to Think Tank. The numerous
facts were clearly shared with their audience of families and children.
Parents consultation
was mixed in its success
this week for years 2 to 6. Unfortunately,
internet connection does not always sustain
the meetings through SchoolCloud so we had
to revert to phone calls instead. We thank
the parents affected for their patience and
understanding.
Thank you to all our families who have
brought items into school this week for the
Ukraine Appeal we are positive they will be
gratefully received. The daily news bulletins are a frequent reminder of the challenges for the people of
this country and that help is needed. Mrs Kairo was our superhero and took the items brought in mid
week and she expresses her thanks to our families. We have continued to collect on Thursday and
Friday and will also take these items to the charity for distribution.

We had really hoped that after such a challenging spring 1 half term, when so many children and staff
were affected by Covid, that spring 2 would be easier. Unfortunately, Covid has not disappeared and continues to affect staffing and children. We have had a further 13 members of staff affected by the virus in
the last couple of weeks which again affects our capacity in school. Children are also affected with one
or two cases in most classes across the school. We can hope that the warmer weather will have a
positive impact on the dreaded virus.
We wish all our special mums a very special Sunday and hope you are spoilt rotten.
Mrs Newton

High focus on attendance.
Please ensure your children are
attending daily and on time
Best Class Attendance
4H 95%
NAM 97%
Both these classes will enjoy
an extra playtime.

Easter Fun by the Y6 Prom Committee
Easter Raffle Tickets on Sale
Children can enter the Easter raffle by purchasing a
ticket for 20p or five tickets for £1.00. There are
chocolate prizes for every year group.

Easter Competitions
Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 are invited to enter the
Easter Bonnet competition and KS2 are invited to
enter the competition to decorate a hard boiled egg.
More chocolate goodies to be won! Please see the
posters inside the newsletter for further information.

Super Stars!
Joey
Lexi
Alfie
Jacob
Logan
Noah
Kayden
Ruby Mai
Charlie

Woodlands
Woodlands
Woodlands

Salisbury
King Charles
St Thomas

Won
Won
Lost (by 1 try)

Woodlands rugby team came second in their pool after three very fast paced,
competitive and difficult games.
There were only two rugby players on our team and the rest had never played
before; they did not even know the rules the week before the competition! The
children gave up a few lunchtimes and (with Mrs Dickson’s help) soon learned
how to play the game.
They played so well and did Woodlands proud!

Mrs Dickson

First Aiders in Year 5
Year 5 are now our first aid experts as they have had an external company teaching
them about the appropriate first aid needed for emergency situations. I hope our
children never need to use it but you never know - they may just save a life.
The children were very engaged and absorbed in the new learning and impressed
our visitor.

Go Year 2
Year 2 children did incredibly well at
the recent interschool multiskills
competition where children undertook a variety of activities linked to
speed, co-ordination and agility.
Woodlands came 4th out of 7
competing schools. All children
were fabulous role models for the
school and took part in all of the
activities with a sensible attitude.
Well done Y2!
Mrs Corbett and Miss Birch

Online Learning Parent Workshops
Our Woodland Warrior’s have worked with our online safety consultant to plan and deliver the
parent workshops designed to help our parents keep their children safe in the use of technology.
The Warriors shared the outcomes of our pupil questionnaires. The Warriors did a brilliant job and
we hope parents found the sessions useful.
Pupil questionnaires We asked our children a number of questions
about technology, these are some of the responses:
How much time do our KS2 children spend on devices after school and
which sites do they visit?
We also asked our children
about the apps they use
and did they know the official age ratings.
It was a surprise to a
number of children that the
majority of apps are for
users aged 13 years plus.

Dates on the horizon
Parent Consultation on SchoolCloud:
N to YR:

Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th March

Y1:
Y6M:
Monday 28th March

Tuesday 29th and Thursday 31st March
Wednesday 30th March and Thursday 31st March
Easter raffle tickets go on sale

Monday 4th April
Easter competition (EYFS and KS1 - creating an Easter Bonnet, KS2 - decorating
hard boiled eggs into crazy creations)
Monday 4th April

1S visit to The Lock Keeper’s House

Tuesday 5th April

1P visit to The Lock Keeper’s House

Wednesday 6th April

Y2 visiting Short Heath Methodist Church for an Easter experience

Wednesday 6th April

Queen Mary’s Grammar School visit for invited Y5

Wednesday 6th April

Y4 Residential to Kingswood

Friday 8th April

Last day in school before the Easter break

Monday 25th April

Children return to school

Tuesday 26th April

2:30 Y6 Prom Meeting

Wednesday 27th April

Y3/Y4 Interschool Basketball Tournament (invited children)

Wednesday 4th May

Y3/Y4 Interschool Mini Red Tennis Tournament (invited children)

Thursday 5th May

Y5/Y6 Interschool Basketball Tournament (invited children)

Wednesday 18th May

Reception visit to Tamworth Castle

Thursday 19th May

Young Voices

Monday 23rd May

Y5 Trip to Selly Manor

Friday 27th May

Last day of school for half term

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:

"Should the Homes for Ukraine scheme help more
refugees?" (KS2)
"Should the UK do more to help refugees?" (KS1)
In light of the recent Homes for Ukraine scheme and its uptake in
the UK, KS2 voters evaluate the scheme and consider whether
something similar could be effective for refugees from other
parts of the world. Elsewhere, KS1 voters look at the treatment
of refugees by the UK more generally.

Caring

Who are the SUPERSTARS this week?

Class

Name

NAM

Dylan B

NPM

Japji K

RB

Aeron E

RJG

Jenson F

2B

Taylor S

2CP

Angel BT

3E

Ava W

3R

Rhys W

4N

Erin B

4H

Gabrielle J

5M

Jonan K

5CS

Mini B

Reason
For amazing participation during PE practising his catching
and throwing skills.
For demonstrating lovely independent skills getting ready for
PE.
For trying really hard in all of her lessons and during LABs.
Keep up the amazing work!
For using his knowledge of RWI to create his own resources.
He creates his own red and green words to support his learning.
For being a good friend. Taylor is respectful and caring. She
uses kind and positive words.
For recognising that ellipses mean more to come and amazing improvement with her handwriting.
For her fantastic attitude towards maths. Ava has been a
fraction whizz! Well done Ava!
For a super diary entry. Rhys used all the features of a diary
entry. Well done.
For trying extremely hard during her maths learning this
week on fractions. You didn't give up!
For always working hard in all lessons. She is always
listening, contributing to class discussions and always shows
perseverance. Well done Gabby - a great role model.
For demonstrating an excellent understanding of adding
fractions with different denominators. Well done Jonan!
For showing fantastic understanding of adding and
subtracting fractions. Mini applied her learning to a range of
problems which deepened her understanding.

We celebrate different kinds of achievements in school every week.
There are also ‘Readers of the Week’ and ‘PE Stars of the Week’.

Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme has now gone live for
registration and booking of activities!
Have you signed up?
The HAF programme is for children and young people aged 5 to 16 years who are eligible for
benefit related free school meals or on a CP,CIN, EHCP or a Young Carer . Children and young
people and their families can access free activities during the Easter, Summer and Christmas
2022 holidays. In Walsall we have 15,000 children and young people eligible for the
programme Department for Education's (DfE) Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF)
has provided funding for the scheme.
How do families register ? Please see our video (https://youtu.be/vsl-3UXuFPo takes you
through the process.)
Each eligible child will receive a letter in the post with their unique code
To book an register and book activities use link; https://go.walsall.gov.uk/
children_and_young_people/haf_signup or families can call the HAF team on 01922 653899
(Monday to Friday 10:00- 16:00) Please note families only need to register once for the year! Or
you can email WR4C@walsall.gov.uk with;
•
The Childs full Name
•
Address
•
School
And we will send you their code
If children have additional needs or special educational needs, please ensure you state this on
the registration form to ensure that the provider is able meet the needs of your child
When do the Easter activities start? The activities will take place over the Easter holidays and
will be available from Monday 11 April to Thursday 14 April 2022 and then from Tuesday 19 - Friday 22 April 2022
What will be on offer? There are a wide range of opportunities for children and young people
to engage in the Easter offer, with the option to choose from the following;
- One week of holiday club providing a range of activities throughout the day for children
to engage for at least four hours for four days for one week per child with a healthy meal
included. (Targeting primary school children)
- Or four pick and mix sessions offer targeted at young people to provide them with
a choice of activities they can engage with, this will also provide opportunities to provide
children with specific skills. These could be courses in, for example, dance, music, swimming, sports coaching, youth work training, fishing, mentoring ( Targeted 13 + / SEND)
We still have lots of activities / Holiday Clubs available! – If families are struggling with transport
please email us and we can look at arrangements to see if we can help.

If your child is eligible for free school
meals then they are also eligible for
free fun Easter holiday activities.
Parents just need to sign up.

A fun Easter event arranged by
one of our parents for the
local community to raise
money for charity.

These are external providers whose information may be of interest to our school
community. Woodlands have no direct involvement with the providers.

