Friday 1st April 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,

Have you been pranked today by your gorgeous children? Or did you manage to prank them?
It has been an exciting week in school as we have moved a step closer to pre-Covid routines.
Children are still in separate year groups whilst eating their lunch but are now together on the
playground for a period of time. Children have really enjoyed seeing their friends, cousins and family
members from different year groups. It has created quite a buzz around school. After year groups have
been separated for so long it is lovely to see our children playing together.
Easter is on the horizon and everyday children get to enjoy the display of delicious chocolate eggs in the
hall, reminding them that they can enter the raffle and that they might win! Children can still bring in
money to buy raffle tickets which will be drawn on Friday 8th April
Next week we have two competitions:

Children in Nursery to Y2 are invited to bring in their decorated Easter bonnets on
Monday. There will be prizes for the most imaginative and delightful creations. If the
weather is fine we shall hold an Easter bonnet parade on the field at 2:45 on Monday
(of their creations) and parents are invited to come and view the bonnets and choose
their own favourite.
Children in Y3 to Y6 are invited to bring in their decorated hard boiled eggs. I have
always been amazed in the past by the ingenious designs. I wonder what we shall see
this year and who shall win the prize.
School is going to feel very quiet next week as many of our children get out and about.
It is incredibly exciting for Y4 as they embark on what might be their first night away from family as they
go to Kingswood Residential Centre. I have managed to book a night with Y4 and I can’t wait!
Y1 are learning about Victorian homes and local history as they visit the Locksmith’s house and Y2 will be
learning about Easter at Short Heath Methodist Church. Whilst some children from Y5 will be visiting
Queen Mary’s Grammar School to experience secondary lessons and see if this is a school that they would
like to attend in Y7.
I can’t think of a better way to end the term.
Happy weekend, Mrs Newton

High focus on attendance.
Please ensure your children are
attending daily and on time

Covid guidance update
The guidance regarding changes from 1st April has
come into school this week.
In a nutshell:


If adults test positive, then they need to stay at
home for five days (we take this from the onset
of symptoms)



If children test positive, then they need to stay
home for three days (from the onset of
symptoms) and can then come back to school



There is no need to undertake two negative
tests in order to return to school

Best Class Attendance
NAM 99.57%
3E 94.84%
Both these classes will enjoy
an extra playtime.

One of the key themes running through our geography curriculum from
Nursery to Year 6 is conservation.
Our children are the next generation of caretakers for our wonderful
planet and so we aim to develop their knowledge and understanding of
what is happening to our planet and how they can help conserve our
resources and make a difference.
Reception and Year Four have been focussing on the theme of
deforestation this term and its effects on the planet.
This week Reception have been challenged during lab time to collect
natural materials to make a mini beast hotel. Doesn’t it look wonderful?
Y4 have been learning about the Amazon Rainforest. The human and
physical features whilst studying the climate, linking temperature data to
their IT skills. They have also created their own amazing rainforests in a
jar. Green fingered Year 4 are very talented!

Dates on the horizon
Monday 4th April

Easter competition (EYFS and KS1 - Please bring your Easter Bonnets into
school, KS2 - please bring your crazy hard boiled egg creations into school)

Easter Bonnet Parade on the field for parents to watch at 2:45 (if the weather is dry and fine)
Monday 4th April

1S visit to The Lock Smith’s House

Tuesday 5th April

1P visit to The Lock Smith’s House

Wednesday 6th April

Y2 visiting Short Heath Methodist Church for an Easter experience

Wednesday 6th April

Queen Mary’s Grammar School visit for invited Y5

Wednesday 6th April

Y4 Residential to Kingswood

Friday 8th April

Last day in school before the Easter break

Monday 25th April

Children return to school

Wednesday 27th April

Y3/Y4 Interschool Basketball Tournament (invited children)

Tuesday 3rd May

2:30 Y6 Prom Meeting

Wednesday 4th May

Y3/Y4 Interschool Mini Red Tennis Tournament (invited children)

Thursday 5th May

Y5/Y6 Interschool Basketball Tournament (invited children)

Friday 6th May

Musical performances for parents - see below

Monday 9th May

Y6 SATs week

Wednesday 18th May

Reception visit to Tamworth Castle

Thursday 19th May

Young Voices

Monday 23rd May

Y5 Trip to Selly Manor

Week beginning Monday 23rd May Whole school focus - learning about, and celebrating, the Platinum
Jubilee
Year 3, 4 and 5
would like to
share their musical
knowledge and
talent in a
performance with
their parents in
the summer term.
Y5 and 4N on Friday
6th May at 9:15
Y3 and 4H on Friday
6th May at 2:30

Black Country Foodbank helps
vulnerable individuals and families in
crisis through the provision of
emergency food and toiletry supplies
while a longer-term solution is
developed. The services we provide
have an enormous impact on the
people who use them, giving them an
important breathing space at a time
of great need
Woodlands Academy of Learning will
be supporting the Black Country
Foodbank, so we can help support
families in crisis. After Easter, there
will be a donation box in the
reception area, if you would like to
make a donation of any food (not
fresh food please) or toiletries.
Please see the list of items that are
needed to help our families in the
community. Please help if you can.
Thank you

The Ukraine - Thanks to everyone for giving generously.

Couldn’t get all the bags in the photo!
Mrs Kair0

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:

"What is discrimination?” (KS2)
"Do we appreciate uniqueness?" (KS1)
Next week we shall be thinking about other people’s differences
that make them unique and special. We shall explore
discrimination and consider that a person might not understand
these differences, and might treat the person differently
because of them.

Tolerant

Who are the SUPERSTARS this week?

Class

Name

NAM

Jacob ME

NPM

Sophie L

RB

Aubrey S

RJG

Nancie S

1P

None this week

1S

Gurfateh SM

2B

Roman B

2CP

Jenson P

3E

Isabelle S

3R

Molly W

4N

Summer BM

4H

Tyler-James H

5M

Aimee L

5CS

Deaisha RW

6E

Maddox B

6M

Alex M

Reason
For working hard on his catching and throwing skills during PE, and for
working well with a partner.
Working hard on her catching and throwing skills during PE, and working
well with a partner
For her positive attitude towards learning. Aubrey is always eager to learn,
help and join in. Keep up the amazing work.
For super maths working – sorting by colour and by object. Nancie worked
hard and spent a long time investigating.
For fantastic understanding of arrays to solve multiplication problems! Well
done Gurfateh!
For improved confidence and participation. Roman was able to answer
some tricky addition and subtraction reasoning problems in Maths club on
Monday.
For working hard in all areas of learning and using all his knowledge leant
so far particularly in English and science. Keep it up Jenson!
For her attitude towards her learning. Always putting in 100% effort.
For a super setting description of the pagoda garden. Molly used great adjectives and the senses. Well done.
For always being a supportive peer. Your help learning partners with their
learning and even nervous peers going swimming. You are a wonderful role
model.
For showing a good understanding during computing. Tyler has shown that
he can recall the short cuts used on the keyboard and could apply his
learning to create his final presentation using data that had been
collected.
For an excellent understanding of adding and subtracting fractions with
different denominations. Well done Aimee!
For being a wonderful learning partner. Deaisha uses her fantastic
understanding to help those around her.
For excellent work on applying his previous learning to write a play script.
I am really proud of the effort you are now putting into your work.
For his increased confidence and fabulous contribution in maths.

We celebrate different kinds of achievements in school every week.
There are also ‘Readers of the Week’ and ‘PE Stars of the Week’.

Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) programme has now gone live for
registration and booking of activities!
Have you signed up?
The HAF programme is for children and young people aged 5 to 16 years who are eligible for
benefit related free school meals or on a CP,CIN, EHCP or a Young Carer . Children and young
people and their families can access free activities during the Easter, Summer and Christmas
2022 holidays. In Walsall we have 15,000 children and young people eligible for the
programme Department for Education's (DfE) Holiday Activities and Food programme (HAF)
has provided funding for the scheme.
How do families register ? Please see our video (https://youtu.be/vsl-3UXuFPo takes you
through the process.)
Each eligible child will receive a letter in the post with their unique code
To book an register and book activities use link; https://go.walsall.gov.uk/
children_and_young_people/haf_signup or families can call the HAF team on 01922 653899
(Monday to Friday 10:00- 16:00) Please note families only need to register once for the year! Or
you can email WR4C@walsall.gov.uk with;
•
The Childs full Name
•
Address
•
School
And we will send you their code
If children have additional needs or special educational needs, please ensure you state this on
the registration form to ensure that the provider is able meet the needs of your child
When do the Easter activities start? The activities will take place over the Easter holidays and
will be available from Monday 11 April to Thursday 14 April 2022 and then from Tuesday 19 - Friday 22 April 2022
What will be on offer? There are a wide range of opportunities for children and young people
to engage in the Easter offer, with the option to choose from the following;
- One week of holiday club providing a range of activities throughout the day for children
to engage for at least four hours for four days for one week per child with a healthy meal
included. (Targeting primary school children)
- Or four pick and mix sessions offer targeted at young people to provide them with
a choice of activities they can engage with, this will also provide opportunities to provide
children with specific skills. These could be courses in, for example, dance, music, swimming, sports coaching, youth work training, fishing, mentoring ( Targeted 13 + / SEND)
We still have lots of activities / Holiday Clubs available! – If families are struggling with transport
please email us and we can look at arrangements to see if we can help.

If your child is eligible for free school
meals then they are also eligible for
free fun Easter holiday activities.
Parents just need to sign up.

A fun Easter event arranged by
one of our parents for the
local community to raise
money for charity.

These are external providers whose information may be of interest to our school
community. Woodlands have no direct involvement with the providers.

