Friday 8th July 2022
Dear Parents and Carers,
The second week of transition has gone really smoothly. The majority of
children are really enjoying their time with their new teacher. However, some children find change a little
trickier so we will be putting in additional support for these children. This is one of the advantages of
transition, we can help get everyone ready (including the teachers) for the next academic year.
For the first time in a couple of years, we have also been able to invite our new children into Reception
and Nursery for transition. This is such a huge step for our youngest children but they have done
wonderfully, shown courage and have arrived with so much enthusiasm. We also invited parents in to
share their first school lunch this week with their child. Sausages are always a favourite!
Transition ends on Friday so for the last two weeks children will be back in their current classes with their
current teachers. Please remind your children of this on Monday morning so they know which learning
room to go to.
It was the turn of Y4 to become forensic scientists this week as they visited Pool Hayes Academy. They
had a great time and just like Year 5, were excellent ambassadors for Woodlands. “We were really
impressed with Year 4 yesterday, they were very well behaved and did really well with the experiments.”
Well done Year 4.
Year 4 and Year 5 will be visiting Pool Hayes again next week, to enjoy their production of Matilda. Pool
Hayes know how to host a performance so I am sure the children will have an incredible time.
During Summer two, we have a whole school focus on our sex and relationships curriculum, which sounds
more frightening than it actually is, the content is very age appropriate for each year group. This is
taught during our Jigsaw lessons and the unit is called ‘Changing Me’, whilst also linking to our science
curriculum. The curriculum can be found in the Sex and Relationships Policy on the website. Our children
in Year 5 and 6 are at the stage of physical and emotional change and so their focus is on puberty. Year
6 were lucky enough to have the theatre group ‘Loudmouth’ in school this week which helps them learn
about this in a fun and entertaining way.
I’m not sure where this heat wave is… it is certainly slow in arriving. We do need it for next Thursday
though when we shall host the first Summer Sizzler in three years. Parents can purchase tickets at the
gate and can arrive from 13:45, the aim is to start the performance at 14:00 and it should be finished by
roughly 15:10, please be patient with us if we over run. Parents will then be able to go onto the playground to collect their children from the normal doors.
At 15:30, parents and children are invited back onto the field
for our Summer Fayre. Every child will need a parent with
them in order to enter the field. Each year group will have
their own stall, there will be games, bouncy castle, burgers, hot
dogs and chips in the hall and the ice cream man.

Don’t forget your picnic blanket on Thursday! Mrs Newton
Celebration of the Platinum Jubilee
Every child from Reception to Year 6 in the country has been
gifted a very special book about Queen Elizabeth. Your child
should be bringing this special book home very soon.

At Woodlands we promote the ‘School Game’s Values’ in our PE lessons: In our
weekly mile, in our after school clubs, in our Health and Fitness Week and in
our interschool competitions. We do this so well that we have been awarded
SILVER for our focus
on these important
values. Thank you
to Mrs L Newton for
leading our PE
curriculum so
successfully.

Planning Ahead for 22 – 23 with offsite learning
We are all feeling the price rise of everyday items and are having to watch the pennies and plan ahead
so we thought a trip plan for the year might help.
Our children love their trips and gain so much in their learning and personal development but we are
aware that the visits cost money. We plan the visits carefully to link to the curriculum and make sure
that the experiences are such, that the children gain as much from them as possible.
Please be aware that this plan isn’t final and other events and opportunities also arise during the year,
such as Young Voices so the plan may change.
The cost of the coach drives up the price for a trip, it is roughly £15.00 per child, plus the cost of entry
and maybe workshop at the venue. Therefore, the average cost of a visit is about £20.00
We hope the draft timetable below will help our families plan ahead for next year.
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Fun Visit?

‘Parent Drop Ins’ on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July
Parents are welcome to ‘drop in’ on the Monday or Tuesday between 15:30 and 16:30 with their child to
come and say hello to their child’s current teacher and say hello to their child’s new teacher.
Please be aware though that some of our new teachers will not be here because they still have ongoing
commitments elsewhere and will join us fully in September.

The Pick Up Sticks has officially reopened!
Finally, we have brand new flooring and as you
can see the children were eager to explore.

Well done Ellie!
Ellie attended a
cheerleading
competition and did
really well against
competition from all
over the country She
placed second in all
four of her areas
which is fantastic.

Y4 also had the opportunity to be
forensic scientists
at Pool Hayes Academy
Just like Y5, they really enjoyed the
experience and were equally fantastic.
Thank you again Pool Hayes!

High focus on attendance.
Please ensure your children are
attending daily and on time
Best Class Attendance
1S 96.00%
5M 99.33%
Both these classes will
enjoy an extra playtime.

Dates on the horizon
Monday 11th July

2:45, 2B Class Assembly, parents invited

Monday 11th July

Y1S visit to the farm

Tuesday 12th July

Y5 visit Pool Hayes to watch Matilda

Wednesday 13th July

Y1DL visit to the farm

Wednesday 13th July

Y4 visit Pool Hayes to watch Matilda

Thursday 14th July

Gate opens at 1:45, to start at 2:00 for the Summer Sizzler followed by the
Summer Fayre at 3:30. Parents invited.

Thursday 14th July

Uniform Stall on the school field from 2pm onwards

Friday 15th July

Reports go home

Sunday 17th July

Y6 Prom: 6:30 - 11:00 at The Village Hotel

Tuesday 19th July

9:15 EYFS Graduation, parents invited

Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th July 3:30 - 4:30 Parent Drop In with children
Thursday 21st July Y6

9:15 Y6 leaving assembly and production, parents invited

Thursday 21st July

Forest School Presentations

Friday 22nd July

Last day in school for children. Close after school for summer break

Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th September Staff training days
Wednesday 7th September

School opens for children

Monday 26th September

Staff training day, school closed to children

Questions of the week to think about and discuss are:
“Would you like to learn more about South Asian culture?” (KS1)
“Do we know enough about South Asian culture?” (KS2)
To mark South Asian Heritage Month, voters will be
exploring the countries at the centre of the celebrations and
consider their connections to the UK with the
questions: “Would you like to learn more about South
Asian culture?” (Primary 5-7) and “Do we know enough
about South Asian heritage?” (Primary 7-11).

Tolerance

We are a collection point for the Black Country Food Bank.
Families can drop items into the tub in the foyer. These are some of the items that the
food bank is currently short of. They do an incredible job in supporting local families who
need that additional support. Thank you to our families who have been purchasing items
to donate, your support is very valued.

Walsall Summer Holiday Programme
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Walsall Holiday Activities Programme 2022. If your child is eligible for free school meals then they are entitled to free access to Walsall Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) Programme 2022.

Your child will be able to access free activities during the summer (4 weeks) and Christmas (1 week) school holidays.
The HAF programme is funded by the Department for Education and is aimed at children and young people aged 516 years.
How to register for the 2022 Programme.
To register your child on the programme you will need your unique code (which will be sent to you in a letter). For the
2022 programme you will only need to register once and you can then access your account throughout the year.
To register online use the following link: www.walsall.gov.uk/children_and_young_people/haf_signup add QR code
Or If you are unable to register online you can call the HAF helpline on 01922 653899 (Monday – Friday, between
10:00am to 4:00pm)
If your child or young person has additional needs or special educational needs, please ensure you state this on the
registration form to ensure that the provider is able meet the needs of your child.
How to book activities?
Once you have registered for the programme you are then able to book your free activities.

The website to book activities is; https://haf.walsall.gov.uk/Account/Login. To login you will need your email address
and password that you have created when registering.
When do the activities start?
The activities will take place over the summer holidays (4 weeks) see dates below;
Monday 1st August – Thursday 4th August 2022
Monday 8th August – Thursday 11th August 2022
Monday 15th August – Thursday 18th August 2022
Monday 22nd August – Thursday 25th August 2022
What will be on offer?
Each week over the summer holiday your child will be able choose from the following;
1 holiday club per week – A holiday club is for 4 hours per day over 4 days a week providing a range of activities
throughout each day with a healthy meal included. We have over 80 different locations across Walsall.
Or 3 pick and mix sessions per week targeted at young people to provide a choice of activities they can engage
with, this will also provide opportunities to learn specific skills, including courses in dance, music, swimming,
sports coaching, youth work training, fishing, mentoring, trips, SEND specific sessions, canoeing, family activities and lots more.…..
Once an activity has been booked for your child, you will receive an email with confirmation of their booking. Your
contact details will then be shared with the provider of the holiday activity and they will contact you directly to discuss
any practical arrangements (arrival time, any COVID guidance, and any special requirements your child may have,
including dietary needs).
If you have any queries and want to get in touch direct with the provider, you can find contact details on the below
webpage: https://go.walsall.gov.uk/children_and_young_people/holiday_activities_programme/
who_are_our_holiday_activities_providers
If you have any further questions, please contact the Walsall Right 4 Children team by email at
WR4C@walsall.gov.uk or call our HAF helpline on 01922 653899 (Monday to Friday, between 10:00am to 4:00pm)
You can follow us on Twitter or Facebook to keep updated on the activity programme.
Thank you

Walsall Holiday Activities Team

