Friday 15th March 2019

What is The Language First Project?
We are very excited at Woodlands to be part of The Language First Project for Early Years.
The number of children entering school who are able to communicate at the nationally expected level has fallen
over a number of years. Therefore, the government have invested in research and classroom practice to form a
new approach in order to boost our children’s ability to communicate effectively whilst in their Early Years.
Fifteen schools across the West Midlands have been selected to lead the project as ‘Centres of Excellence’ for outstanding practice and Woodlands is one of these schools! Mrs Jackson is leading the project at Woodlands, whilst
simultaneously supporting two other schools in the Midlands.
What does this mean for our children?
At the core of our curriculum, we plan for irresistible learning using language rich, exciting
books that stimulate and encourage conversation.
We create opportunities for children to literally BUMP into adventurous vocabulary! New
words are specifically taught and displayed. Children are encouraged to learn these
words so that they understand the meaning and begin to use the new vocabulary in their
own sentences.
We create opportunities for conversations. A conversation is a little like a
tennis match, a series of exchanges back and forth. Can you keep a conversation going with your child – sometimes it is harder than you think.
Listening carefully to your children and then asking them questions takes our
children to a deeper level of thinking. I wonder… What would happen if….
How… Why….
All adults, consistently model language and vocabulary, we call our adults language
radiators – they radiate language, words and sentences at every opportunity.
The project started in September with all our staff in EYFS trained in various aspects of
The Language First project. The whole team are enthusiastic about the new approaches
and are already seeing the impact in rising levels of speech and language in our children. We even have a number of children arriving at school before the school day officially starts to undertake interventions to boost their language. The Curriculum Governors undertook a learning walk through EYFS last week to see the changes in practice and were very impressed.
All parents can help their child develop their language skills, whatever their age. Through regular conversation,
that involves no less than four exchanges. Introduce new vocabulary, discuss what the word means and encourage
your child to use the new words. Model sentences and encourage your child to respond in sentences, rather than
one word answers.
A key aspect of the writing and reading curriculum through school, and in the SATs in Y2 and Y6, is an expectation that children will learn, and understand the meaning of new vocabulary they come across in books and use
adventurous vocabulary in their writing. If they can use this vocabulary when they speak they will use it in their
writing.
What new words can your child learn this weekend, and teach their class next week?
Mrs Newton

18.3.19

TOGO NOGO for Y3

18.3.19

Y5 visiting Bloxwich Academy: Science Workshop.
Will arrive back about 3:30.

19.3.19

Y3 Singing Festival at Forest Arts

19.3.19

2:30 Y6 Parent Prom Meeting

20.3.19

10:20, RJ Class assembly

26.3.19

2:00 Healthy Lunchbox Parent Workshop Y3 and Y4

27.3.19

3:15 Agility Competition, invited children. Collect at
5:15 at Willenhall E’Act

29.3.19

Reports and Assessment Summaries to Parents

29.3.19

Mother’s Day Sale

2.4.19

Parent Consultation

3.4.19

Parent Consultation

3.4.19

10:20, 1P Class assembly

3.4.19

Y2 visit Short Heath Methodist for Easter Experience

8.4.19

Explore and Discovery Week

8.4.19

Y1 Parents Phonic Workshop at 2:15 and 5:00

11.4.19

Easter Disco Years 1-6

12.4.19

Last day of term

29.4.19

School opens for the Summer Term

29 - 3.5.19

Link Governors in School

Comic Relief

Thank you for your donations towards
Comic Relief. We are sorry that so many
texts were sent to parents regarding this.
One was sent to help families remember, but
there was a glitch in the system.
We are currently trying to claim back the
costs for so many sent texts!
Ukele group at Forest Arts
Some of our Y4 children have found a new
hobby in the ukele, they are enjoying their
weekly lessons so much that they want to
further develop their skills.
For those interested, there is a ukele group
at Forest Arts 6-7 on Tuesday evenings.
Suggestion Box
The Governors have re-established the
parent suggestion box in the entrance foyer.
If you have any thoughts on how we can
improve, or to share positive thoughts, then
please pop your ideas into the suggestion
box. One of our governors will be emptying
the box on a regular basis.
Tag Rugby Success

Our children did well in a local tag Rugby Competition.
They played five games against other schools: Winning two,
drawing one and losing two. Wow!
They had great fun and some of the children were invited to
attend Walsall Rugby Club sessions.
Talented Children!

We are The Litter Patrol Team and we are here to help our school’s environment. We have been
doing this job for about a week and we have made a
massive improvement to our school’s playgrounds and
field. If you see any litter please pick it up and help us do
our job. We can all make an improvement by keeping our
school tidy. Thank you.
The Litter Patrol Team:
Ollie, Charlie, Hollie, Maddison, Esme and Jack E

Do you have a Growth Mindset?

In assembly this week, Mrs Garcha has been leading us all
in developing our understanding of Growth Mindset
versus Fixed Mindest.
Can your child explain the difference between the two?
In our controversial
question next week
we want children to
think about
citizenship.
What does this
mean?
What is the UK
citizenship test?

Congratulations to The Stars Of The Week!
Class

Name

RG

Sam C

RJ

Amber H

1P

Japkeerat SM

1H

Lacie S

2B

Rashid W

2P

Poppy OB

3R

Aurora C

3CG

Rhylee B

4G

Roman NB

4W

Ellie RM

5C

Hayley O

5M

Jack B

6P

Rhys B

6E

Richie M

Reason
For a fantastic Bean Diary during PWAP. Sam wrote two sentences all about the growing bean.
Well done Sam.
Working hard to write a fantastic Bean Diary! You thought about what you wanted to write and
tried hard to use all of our writing ingredients – wow!
Japkeerat has tried really hard all week. He has tried super hard with his handwriting. He has
managed to get it smaller and in between the lines. His next step is to ensure his handwriting is
the same size in all his work. Keep up the good work Japkeerat!
For a lovely character description of the old man from 'The Enormous Turnip'. Lacie thought
about her sentences including different sentence starters and noun phrases. Well done.
For his positive attitude and hard work. Rashid has had a great start at Woodlands and I am
sure that his hard work will continue. Keep it up!
For the use of good descriptive sentences to describe the character Scar from the Lion King. Well
done.
For a super settings description. Aurora used interesting adjectives, adverbs and prepositions.
Well done.
Using some very carefully chosen place prepositions and adjectives to describe his room. His description was very clear and enjoyable to read.
An amazing change in your behaviour and attitude. You have shown great behaviour for learning
and have produced high quality work. Well done and keep it up.
Showing fantastic resilience during our maths lessons – particularly when multiplying three numbers. You are a great role model to 4W and always try your best. Well done.
Showing a fantastic understanding of decimals. You have worked carefully to solve a range of
decimal problems. Well done!
Using carefully selected vocabulary to describe a setting – travelling on a yacht. You were able to
use figurative language throughout your setting description.
Excellent mental calculations when solving mathematical problems during our Countdown game.
Rhys was the only pupil to work out the answer – ‘Back ‘o the net!’
Making super progress in his maths learning. During our after-school booster, you were able to
recall your previous learning and continue to persevere in the face of challenge. The journey you
have been on this year is incredible. I am so proud.

