Dear Parents and Carers,
The final week of a long half term has flown by… and it has been a wonderful finish.
Explore and Discovery Week has focussed on Making It Stick!
How do we help our children make learning stick? We teach them so much, but to
our despair, they often forget new learning because this learning only reaches the
short term memory, and doesn’t get transferred to the long term memory. So this
week has been about exploring strategies that help us remember key learning.

In order to practice and learn about these strategies we needed a theme, so we chose a
relevant and topical theme that affects us all – Is there an environmental crisis? Every
year group has studied an aspect of this question; from plastics in the ocean to
endangered animals and recycling.
The week started with teachers waving their protest banners and a BIG BANG assembly
in which Mrs Garcha taught us all about how the brain works. The children were
fascinated! See if your children can define the new vocabulary to you: Cerebrum,
hemispheres, neurons and pathways.
On Friday, the children were then challenged to share their learning about the
environment and about how to make learning stick with another class in the
academy. Brilliant! This theme will continue during the year as we continue to
discover new strategies to make learning stick.
Y6 went to Bryntysilio on Monday for a week, there were a few nervous faces on
Monday morning but they soon disappeared as they entered into the spirit of new
experiences and new adventures. They have had an absolutely brilliant time and
stepped up to all the new challenges. The staff were full of praise for our resilient
Y6 children and thoroughly enjoyed their company and positive attitudes. There
was only one injury – Mrs Ward sprained her ankle on the night walk and spent
the week on crutches. It isn’t the children we worry about – it is
the staff!
We all hope you all have a wonderful half term and we look
forward to seeing everyone on Monday 4th November.
Mrs Newton

Short Heath Super Stars!

These two children have made us all very proud at Woodlands. I
received a very special email from a member of the Wombles of
Willenhall who regularly litter pick in our local area. She was full
of praise for these two children who volunteered to help with the
litter pick on a local field where they were playing. Completely
unprompted they set to work to ensure our local community
looks its best. We are so proud of them!
On a more serious note, the litter on the streets around our
school does get worse during term times, orange peel and sweet
wrappers seem to be the main culprits. So can we all follow the children’s example and ensure our litter
goes into a bin so we can keep Short Heath looking good!
Also, a big thank you to the Wombles of Willenhall who do a great job that we all benefit from. Thank
you!
Calling Y6 Families

Thank you to Sainsbury's

Chinese Whispers

Don’t forget the application for
High School needs to be
completed and submitted.
The closing date is fast
approaching

Reedswood Sainsbury’s have
donated three large boxes of
collectable Disney and Pixar
Cards for our children.

There was a rumour circulating
amongst some families this
week that a child had brought
a knife into school.
This wasn’t true at all.

Thank you!

The children did a fantastic job, winning 3 out of 4 games,
so they will be going through to the semi-finals. Fantastic!

Time to have fun!
EYFS had a fantastic Pumpkin Party and the rest
of the school had a fun Halloween disco.

There was lots of laughter but our children just
looked so scary!

28 to 1st November Half Term

Holy Trinity Story Writing Competition

8.11.19 Parent deadline for ordering Christmas Lunch
8.11.19 Non Uniform Day for Christmas Fair (please
donate unwanted gifts)

11.11.19 Odd Socks Day (Anti Bullying Week)
11-12.11.19 Reception Road Safety Walks
13.11.19 Fire Service visiting Y4
13.11.19 Height and Weight for R & Y6 by NHS

13.11.19 1P Class Assembly 10:20
13.11.19 Fire Service visiting Y4

Holy Trinity Church have challenged our
children to write an original story in
no more than 500 words.
Entries must be submitted by
Monday 4th November by 9:00
Cost of entry = £2.00.
All monies raised will
go towards the Church
Restoration Fund.

8.11.19 Non Uniform Day for Christmas Fair

Congratulations to the Stars Of The Week
Class

Name

RB

Nancy Y

RP

George W

1P

Paige C

1S

Riley H

2B

Jacob H

2H

Class 2H

3CP

Brooke H

3R

Daniel R

4N
G

Evie H

4G

Tiegan C

5M

Jolie F

5P

Joshua S

6E

Corde C

6C

Summer B

Reason
For her drawing of a hedgehog. Nancy worked hard to add facial features
and prickles. She also told us all the facts she had learnt. Well done Nancy –
Keep up the good work!
For drawing two hedgehogs independently and labelling them ‘Mum’ and
‘Dad’.
For finding missing numbers in a number sentence by using the inverse operation. Paige knew that if the missing number was in an addition sentence
then you would need to work it out using take-away.
For his fantastic addition work last week! He used cubes and a part - part
whole to solve addition number sentences! Well done Riley!
Excellent effort with his reading and spelling. Jacob did well on his reading
and spelling test because of the hard work he has put in. Keep it up Jacob!
For being inquisitive during our visit to the church. We were taught different
aspects of harvest and how each were really important to maintaining our
Earth. The children were very well behaved and were a credit to the school. I
am extremely proud of you all. Well Done!
For her mature and sensible attitude. Brooke is a superb role model as she
tackles every activity and challenge with a positive ‘can do' attitude.
For writing a super narrative. Daniel thought carefully about the conflict and
resolution and used different sentence openers. Well done.
For always demonstrating a positive attitude towards her learning. Evie
always tries her best and is always focused on her learning.
For trying really hard on the presentation for her published Iron Man
narrative. You focused on your handwriting and it has really paid off. Well
done!
For researching our topic ‘Oceans’ independently at home and creating a fact
file to present your findings. Well done Jolie!
For showing a good understanding of Kensuke’s Kingdom in his answers.
Joshua used inference and included evidence to support his answers. ‘Back ‘o
the net!’
For an excellent attitude to all aspects of school. Well done!
For working hard to ensure she has a secure understanding of her learning in
maths. She perseveres with new concepts even if they are challenging.

