
Hello Woodlandõs family! 
 
Welcome to the Spring term 
and what a strange one it is 
too.  We are all back to home schooling for a little 

while, but we have done this before ð you know 
what to do Woodlands!  

 
We are so impressed with you (and your mums and dads) for getting down to the serious business of 
learning.  You have shown us yet again how you can get organised and undertake the different learning 
tasks independently.  We are so proud of you! 
 
Your teachers might not be with you in person but they are available and ready to support you.  So 
many of you have spoken to your teacher, or messaged them through Google Classroom, or through the 
email address.  There are lots of ways that you can talk to your teacher, remember we learn by asking 
questions - so ask away.  
 
So what is happening in school?  Well, some small groups of children are attending school, but not every 
day, and your teachers are working in school and from their homes too.  So at the moment we are all 
learning and working in different places.  
 
All the teachers email each other ð a loté We email about what you are doing and achieving whilst at 
home.  We all get very excited when you achieve something new and we share that joy with each other.  
So ôStar of the Weekõ will continue in the weekly newsletter, your teachers are looking out for a person 
in their class who has wowed them during the week.  Is it you this week?  
 
New things are coming your way too, we are going to organise some Google Meet sessions and we have 
a Woodlands Challenge to keep us focussed over the next two weeks:  

hƴ ¸ƻǳǊ aŀǊƪǎΣ DŜǘ {ŜǘΧ wŜŀŘΗ 
  
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ 

  
5ǊƻǇ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘ уΥрл ς фΥмр  /ŀƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜŀŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ уΥрл ŀƴŘ фΥмрΚ   
Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǧŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘΦ   ¢ƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǝƳŜΦ 

  
/ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ  /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ рлл ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΚ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŘǊŀǿ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
ƳŀǇΦ   ¸ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎƘƻƻǎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ŀ             
ǊŜ-ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ   tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 

  
DŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ  ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘΚ   tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǊ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ    

  
²ƘƛŎƘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ōŜΚ /ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŘǊŜǎǎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ                     
ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭŀǎǎ Ŏŀƴ ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ  
¢ŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ 
 

!ȅƭŀΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ-Wŀȅ ŀƴŘ wŜƴŀŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦΦΦ 



So your challenge is to get reading Woodlands! You donõt have to do every part of the challenge but at 
least try to do the drop everything and read 8:50 ð 9:15.  Then we can all be doing the same thing at 
the same time every day.  
 
Lots of our learning is online so it is really important that everyone remembers the online safety rules that 
we have learnt about in school. Mia in Y1 has created a                  
fantastic poster to remind us all.  Good advice Mia.  
 
I know that things might feel a little strange and you will 
miss school and your friends, but this lockdown will end and 
we shall all be back together again as soon as possible.   So 
be brave and hang in there Woodlands.   Remember we are 
thinking of you and working hard to keep you learning, so 
keep learning and keep smiling.  
 
Love from Mrs Newton 
and all the adults at 
Woodlands  

Harvey W in 5G has written a stunning extract from Oliver Twist  
 

The huge gloomy hall was not remotely inviting, its grey dank atmosphere  and disgusting  smell was off 
putting to all.  The cold bricks seemed to go up to the sky, if a sky existed. The boys worked all day and 
were lucky to see the outside world through the few dusty smeared glass windows that were not boarded 
up.  The tables were historic and were a mile long to fit all the boys. They were scorn and ingrained with 
dirt but never with food as that was in rare supply. The boys balanced on rickety, splintered benches 
squashed together, all there for the same purpose. The boys queued for the gruel. Their fragile tiny 
frames standing in line with their tattered clothes and gaunt faces with watery eyes.  The pungent aroma 
drifted down the hall.  The smell was the same everyday as the gruel was always the same . Some un-
descriptive ingredients that were sloppy, lumpy and sticky being forced out of a large copper pot by an 
equally large man armed with a ladle.  When the boys returned to their tables their small  bowl of disgust-
ing sloppy liquid they slung it into their mouth like a tennis ball.  They were full of concentration and their 
bowls were shinny and empty within seconds. 
 
The boys got in a huddle to pick an unlucky straw hoping they would get the longest while dreaming of the 
boy who would be unfortunate to go up to the Master to ask for the unmentionable ómore foodô.  As Oliver 
pulled the straw with a wishful expression it was a heart sinking feeling that came over him when the 
straw was short!  He felt dismay at the straw and cheated that it was he who ended up with the task of 
going to the Master .The other boys looked their usually saddened selves but also with a glimmer of relief 
in their eyes.  When the task came, all eyes were on Oliver, the boys stare was that of hope, that he 
would be the one that got them what they wanted.  Oliver got up slowly his heart racing, hands sweating 
holding tightly onto his now empty bowl.  He walked quietly almost tiptoeing through the hall centre as if to 
not alert the Master too soon of his request . His eyes were tearful as he got closer to the Master but his 
rumbling stomach surged him forward.  The Master was alarmed to see him approach this was against 
the rules!  Oliver suddenly gulped  in hope óñPlease Sir can I have some moreww.ò   ñWhat?ò  ñPlease Sir 
can I have some more?ò Oliver was scared, hoping he would be safe but he was feeling brave as he              
managed to get to the front.  He was hopeful that his eagerness, hunger and pitiful face would reward him 
and he would return with the treasure he seeked . 
 



Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Yet again, we say a huge thank you to all our parents who are doing the best 
that they can in challenging circumstances.   We know how many of you are 
working full time at home and supporting your child simultaneously.   We can 
only hope that this is the last time we shall be in this situation.  
 
We especially say thank you to those families who are doing everything they can 
to provide alternative childcare and not taking up a place in school.   Critical 
worker places in school are extremely limited and so we thank you for leaving 
them for the critical workers that need them the most.     
 
Government advice is that even if you are a critical worker and you are              
working at home then your child should be at home with you.   
 
The transmission rate in Walsall continues to rise which is worrying for us all, it 
has doubled in the last week alone.  The safest place for any person to be is at 
home with no social mixing.  Public Health advice is that Walsall is one of the 
lowest areas for testing which means greater transmission.  They urge people to 
get tested if they show any of the symptoms.   
 
The government have stated that Nurseries are open to all children but I ask    
parents to carefully consider whether to send their child to Nursery in light of 
rates of transmission in the local area.   
 
All of our education team are ready to support you and your child in whichever 
way we can. Please do get in touch with us to ask even the smallest of               
questions.   We shall endeavour to help.   We shall also contact you every few 
weeks to check in with you and your child.  
 
We are so impressed with how many families are getting to grips with Google 
Classroom.  More of the learning is electronic and so the paper pack does not 
have the same breadth of content that will help your child.   The BBC                 
learning programme and Oak National Academy website are two further             
excellent sources of content for your child.  They follow the National                  
Curriculum for the age of your child.  Oak National Academy has PowerPoint 
slides, quizzes and interactive teaching videos which are fantastic. 
 
Free School Meals.  We have been waiting for Government guidance, which    
eventually came out on 13th January.  They will be running the central voucher 
scheme again, when we receive our login information we shall set this up.  The 
Government have indicated it will start next week so please keep your fingers 
crossed.  
 
Some good news to share:  We warmly welcome Mrs Malpass and                   
Mrs Bellerson to Woodlands.  Mrs Bellerson is working with Mrs Graham in our 
pastoral team and Mrs Malpass has joined the Y6 team because Miss Chapman is 
about to enter the world of maternity leave.  We wish Miss Chapman all the best 
and look forward to meeting her new member of the family soon.  
 
Please remember that school is closed to everyone on Monday 18th January.  All 
teachers are involved in training so there will be no staff available to             
support remote learning and no learning will be set for this day.  
 
I know many of our families are currently being affected by covid in their                     
families.  We send our best wishes to you and wish good health for you all.  
Mrs Newton 
 

Are your 
children 
staying up 
later and 
later and 
then are 
they getting up later 
and later?  

Without the structure of 
school it is easy to fall       
into bad habits.  Tired 
children can make for 
grumpy children which 
raises everyoneõs stress 
levels! 

My family has been guilty 
of this over the past week 
and so we are now back 
to normal get up times 
and set bed times.   

Teachers provide a weekly 
timetable of lessons that 
might help provide routine 
and structure that children 
(and us) need.  

FACE                
COVERINGS  
ON SITE 

We strongly 
request any 
parent or         
carer on our 
school site to wear a face 
covering.  

Even if you do not see the 
significance of this on a 
personal level then please 
wear a mask out of                
respect and courtesy to 
those around you.  

The new strain is more 
transmissible and that 
puts us all at greater risk.  



Nathaniel in 3R with his                  
apple bird feeder.   

The squirrels ate Miss Noakes 
bird feeder Nathaniel,                                     

I hope the birds got to eat 
yours! 

Rosie in Y2 with her wonderful                             
Forest School creation 

Ellie does her own PE 
during lockdown.   

 
She practices her                 

gymnastic stretches for 
1-2 hours each day via 

Zoom.  
 

Very dedicated Ellie. 

DƻƻƎƭŜ aŜŜǘ 

DƻƻƎƭŜ aŜŜǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ¢9!aǎ ƻǊ ½ƻƻƳΣ ŀ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳ ǘƻ 

ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ   

{ǘŀũ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŬǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǝƳŜǎΦ  

¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊΥ 

DƻƻƎƭŜ aŜŜǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪΦ   

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀ ǎǘŀũ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǊƛŜǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Da ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀũ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ²ƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
 - ¢ƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǜǳƭ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ 
 - ¢ƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ 
 - bƻ ƛƴŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ 

 
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎΥ  ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǳǇ ōǳǧƻƴΣ ƳǳǘŜΣ ǳƴƳǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƘŀǘΦ  
 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ                             

ǿŜƭƭōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ   

Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻƻΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

The best way to keep in touch  

wih Woodlands is through the  

right email address 

 

postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

nursery@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

reception@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year1@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year2@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year3@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year4@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year5@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 

year6@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk 


