Friday 29th January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope you and your families are well and coping during this strange
time. Are you coping?
We know that juggling everything at the moment can be extremely stressful for
everyone in the home. Please be reassured that nearly every family reaches a point
of crisis, we have had numerous emails from families where they are struggling to get
their child to do their home learning, often resulting in a tantrum (and that is just the
parent!).
It was me yesterday, as my two resorted to an argument over pens and paper! Home
can feel a little like a pressure cooker that is building, as we all live on top of each
other with little space and no time apart.
Add in home schooling and work, and it becomes MISSION IMPOSSIBLE.

Please remember:
You are not alone – it is actually quite normal, every family has crisis points.
You are doing the best you can and that is wonderful.
We value everything you are doing and think you are amazing.
Every part of home learning that you manage is a success. Every aspect of home learning undertaken will make a
difference to your child and help them when they return to school.
One piece of advice is to break the day up and build in ‘take a break’ activities, in-between the learning.
Take A Break during the school day: We all need to take a break from
our work, and from the computer screen, in order to clear the brain fog.
Children are just the same and they can learn just as much from other activities too. Maybe revisit your teacher’s timetable and re-plan the day. Intersperse the lessons with baking, painting a picture or building something out
of lego. When we have had a break we feel refreshed and ready to start
again.
Another idea is to have a gap day in the middle of the week - change the
weekend and break the week up with lots of lovely things to look forward to!
Essential learning: We are setting learning as we would for a normal school day. This is partly because the DFE
require us to do this, but also for those children that want to keep learning. However, we also know that it seems a
lot, especially when you might be working at home too. Therefore, the staff indicate on the weekly timetable which
lessons are essential. So if you need to prioritise learning then please focus on Maths, English and Reading, or if you
need to prioritise further then as a minimum focus on the essential lessons.
Wider Opening: There has been an announcement from the government this week regarding the proposed wider
opening of schools. They have stated 8th March as the date when schools might begin to open more widely. At
this stage we do not know what this will look like, the government have stated they will release more details two
weeks before 8th March. As soon as we know more then you will be the first to know.
Assessments: The government have cancelled all statutory assessments this year. There will be no SATs in Y6 or
SATS in Y2 and no phonic screening in Y1.
Assessments are incredibly important in helping us know where a child is on their learning journey and what they
need next. Therefore, even though the statutory assessments are cancelled we shall still be undertaking our own
internal assessments which we shall share with you by the end of the year.

Reports and Parent Consultation: Normally we would be sending an English and
Maths report to parents in March for Y1, Y3 and Y4, prior to parent consultation.
I am sure you can appreciate that we are currently unable to report accurately about
your child’s current learning position, either in a written report or through a verbal report.
Therefore, we propose to amend our timeline. Hopefully children will be returning to us in March so then we can
assess what your child knows and what they need to focus on next. We shall then arrange a written summary of
attainment and parent consultation in the early part of the summer term.
Google Meet: We hope your child is enjoying the opportunity to see their friends and their teacher. Can we ask
that parents are aware of their child’s camera and microphone being switched on, because events and conversations in the home background can be picked up by the other children.
COVID Cases: Continue to remain high in the Midlands and I know a number of our families and staff members
continue to be affected by this awful virus. Our Y6 critical worker group have also been affected as they are now
isolating for a little while. You are all in our thoughts.
Wishing you and your families good health, Mrs Newton

Downloading a Google
Document that looks
muddled or has parts
missing!
Sometimes Google
Classroom plays with
our documents as we
try to upload them for
your children. It
deletes parts and
moves the items
around. Miss Evans
was exasperated the
other day as children
had to undertake work
regarding pictures of
different types of fish
but the fish didn't look
like fish at all!

If you follow the
instructions then the
original document will
hopefully appear...

Hello Woodlands,
I would like to introduce you to four new members of the
Woodlands family who appeared at school on Tuesday.. but now I can’t
seem to find them…
SNOW has definitely been the theme this week. We have loved seeing
photos of you having fun in the snow. I am glad you made the most of
it before the snow vanished - just like our school snowmen.
However, there are still reasons to get outside even when there is no snow. I am guessing
that Forest School tasks are one of your favourite home schooling lessons, judging by the
many photographs we receive. Miss Noakes has a challenge for you this weekend, as you
can read in her message to you in the newsletter.

This weekend is also ‘The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch’ and they invite
you to join in, you just have to sign up on their website.
Big Garden Birdwatch | Join the fun - The RSPB
The RSPB would like everyone to take part in the world’s largest wildlife
survey, by spending an hour counting the birds you see in your garden
or from your balcony, during this weekend. I know Sienna in Y4 saw a
kingfisher on her walk last week – WOW! I wonder which birds you
will spot?
Next week is also Children’s Mental Health Week, led by Place2Be.
There are resources for you and your parents on their website that you
can dip into. There is also a special assembly on Monday 1st February
at 9:00 on Oak National Academy about this special week.
Now, more than ever, is a time to look after our health: physical and emotional. It can all feel
strange when we are at home and not going to school. So it is important to take some time to do the
things you enjoy and that make you smile.
Miss Gregory at school has reminded all the teachers this week about taking some time out for themselves. So teachers have been thinking carefully about how they can
look after their emotional wellbeing. Mrs Malpass loves going for a
walk with her children, Miss Gregory enjoys snuggling up with a book
and Mrs Price has dug out her trainers and been for a jog.
So what are you going to do Woodlands?
How will you look after your emotional
health? What makes you smile?
Please send photos in so we can
share ideas.
Love from Mrs Newton

On Your Marks, Get Set… Read!
Who has been caught reading this week?
Fantastic!

Oak National Academy has teamed up with Place2Be and BAFTA Kids to create a free assembly for
Children's Mental Health Week 2021, celebrating this year's theme of “Express Yourself”.
Make sure you set your reminders for Monday 1st February to join Blue Peter’s Lindsey Russell and
CBBC presenter Rhys Stephenson alongside some other special well-known faces for a free and
exciting assembly available to all children, schools and
families.
We're bringing the nation's children together (virtually!)
with a positive message about the power of creative selfexpression
Children's Mental Health Week 2021 Virtual Assembly - Assemblies - Oak
National Academy (thenational.academy)

An alternative ending to ’The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas’ by Emilia in Y6
Still clinging onto Shmuel’s hand, Bruno closed his eyes. When he opened them again, soldiers
were raiding the camp and the sound of gunshots filled the air. But they weren’t Father’s soldiers. And they weren’t shooting the Jews either. They were shooting the soldiers!
Suddenly the not-Father’s soldiers were everywhere, releasing the Jews and taking the soldiers
with them (when they took the soldiers they made them put their hand on their heads, which
Bruno thought must have been to stop them from pulling the lever outside of the storm shelter,
which many soldiers had tried the pull on their way to wherever the other soldiers were taking
them.) After what must have been hours, they came to free Bruno, Shmuel, and everyone else
who had joined them for the march. Soon after, they freed the people in the huts, and continued until everyone was freed from Out-with. When the soldiers were done freeing people, they
began to interrogate – a word Bruno had recently learnt and was trying to use as much as he
could – all of the Jews and sent them out of the camp. Bruno returned home and took Shmuel
with him. Mother slowly opened the door “Who is this?” she asked eyeing Shmuel suspiciously.
Looking forlorn, Bruno did his best to describe the scenes from behind the fence. Mother was
horrified, “Where is your father?”
“Gone,” responded Bruno simply. Mother was surprisingly happy that Bruno had made friends
with someone from the other side of the fence. “Well,” murmured Mother, “I suppose we could
take Shmuel with us to Berlin…the train leaves tomorrow morning!” So, the very next day they
took Shmuel back to Berlin with them.

What have Woodlands been up to this week?

Teachers are choosing superstars of the week.

It take more effort to learn remotely so these
children are absolute SUPERSTARS!

Name

Reason

N

Aryaan J

For making outstanding progress in your mark making and starting to form the letters of your name.

RB

Kaiya E

For her amazing home learning! Kaiya has gone above and beyond with her home learning this week
and has tackled all of the challenges with enthusiasm. You have made your teachers proud. Keep up
the brilliant work Kaiya!

RP

Emma R

For her dedication and determination to succeed in all aspects of her learning. Emma provides a
variety of evidence on Tapestry every week and it is a delight to see. Keep up the hard work Emma!

1P

Pippa B

For fantastic effort with all of her work especially working on her handwriting and trying really hard
to not reverse letters. Well done keep up all the hard work.

1S

Roman B

For fantastic progress in his reading. Roman has been working his socks off at home to read tricky
words using his Fred talk! He is even using expression when he reads too! Well done Roman – super
reader!

2B

Charlie M

2CP

Emily D

For dedication and enthusiasm to her remote learning. She has engaged in all of her work and has
made great improvement with maths. Keep it up Emily, you are doing amazingly!

3E

Ellie D

For her dedicated approach towards her learning. Ellie completes all of her remote learning to an
exceptional standard, each and every day. She also shows a mature approach to her learning, by
prioritising her learning tasks and organising her days work. Well done Ellie. These are fantastic
lifelong learning skills to have . Well done!

3R

Ella-Rae T

For a fabulous character description. Ella used ambitious vocabulary, great sentence openers and
conjunctions to extend sentences. Great work Ella.

4GP

Harry J

All his hard work and effort is paying dividends. He has mastered Google Classroom and is completing
all his work to the best of his ability. 'Back O' the net!'

4H

Adam Y

For the dedication to his learning at home. It has been lovely to see all of the effort put into his work
that has been sent in. Well Done Adam keep up the great work, I am very proud of you.

Jacob M

Excellent use of the class text 'The Red Pyramid' to create the beginning of a narrative. You have
applied your learning to include your own examples of parenthesis and direct speech in your piece of
writing. Well done Jacob - I am very proud of your commitment to online learning.

Cole Y

I am so impressed with Cole in all areas of his learning from home. You have shown perseverance and
resilience with your math’s work – it was tricky, but you kept going! What a role model for your
peers. Then, your writing absolutely blew me away. Your character description of the fiery man was
incredible. Your vocabulary choice was amazing. Well done Cole, I am so proud of you!

6E

Daniel D

A truly fantastic alternate ending for The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. The description of the characters,
references back to previous events and choice of an ending all fit perfectly with the style of the original
text and therefore allow it to flow perfectly if it were to directly replace the original ending. I think this
may be the best piece of writing that you have produced so far. I am very impressed and proud.

6M

Emilia B

For the amazing effort she put into writing her alternate ending to the story of The Boy in the Striped
Pyjamas .

Class

5M

5G

For his home learning. Charlie has been completing his home learning through Google Classroom and
participated well in our first Google Meet. He has also been contributing to the class stream.

Is domestic abuse affecting you and
your children?
There is help available for you
‘ANI’ stands for Action Needed Immediately
but also phonetically sounds like the name Annie. If a person is experiencing domestic abuse
and needs immediate help, they can ask for
‘ANI’ in a participating pharmacy. If a pharmacy has the ‘Ask for ANI’ logo on display, it
means they’re ready to help. They will offer
you a private space, provide a phone and ask
if you need support from the police or other
domestic abuse support services.

Is Google
Classroom still a
mystery to you?
Walsall College are
putting on a short
course for all parents
for FREE.
This new course has
been prepared
specifically for parents
to help their children
to use Google
Classroom whilst at
home during lockdown.

It will be a single twohour session which
will be delivered via
Zoom and will be free.
The website where
you register is at the
bottom of the poster.

