Hi Woodlands family,
You have now been learning at home for five weeks – aren’t you incredible?
That is a long time and to keep yourself motivated is a real challenge. Just getting up in the morning,
getting dressed and starting your school work for 9:00 can take a lot of effort.
I hear that some of you began to stumble this week, motivation began to dip and starting school work got
a little bit harder.

Don’t give up Woodlands!

We are right there with you. Your teachers are constantly looking for any work that you have submitted,
they are looking for your messages and emails so they can catch up with you. When you send work and
photographs in, it makes your teacher smile and feel proud of you.
Your teachers notice you, they care about you, and really want you to keep learning.
Only one more week to half term – you can do it!

Take a Break from Screen Time
Last week was Children’s Mental Health Week and we started to think about our
own emotional wellbeing. Thinking about what makes us happy and what makes
us smile?
So how about planning a break in your learning day? Something to look forward to every day?
So your challenge for next week is to plan your day with a break at some point in the day, for at least
thirty minutes. Your challenge is to find something to do that you enjoy BUT it cannot involve a screen
(that includes televisions, X Boxes and PlayStations and Switches and phones….)
Then we want you to take a ‘Healthy Selfie’ and send it to your teacher so we can see that you have
taken a break and see what you have chosen to do.
What will you do? You could: Build something out of lego, bake, read a book for fun, draw, paint, jump
on the trampoline, go for a walk, dig in the garden, sew, knit or play a board game. You could also ring
or face time your friend or a family member for a chat (screens allowed for this one!)
Abi in Y6 has been drawing, isn’t she talented? Annie in Y2 has been baking chocolate orange cakes yum. Leo in Y3 joined in the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch. He spotted starlings, magpies, wood pigeons,
blue tits and a few other birds in his garden. So relaxing.

News to Share with you
Happy news: Miss Chapman has given birth to a beautiful baby boy called Henry. We are
so pleased for Miss Chapman and her family – we cannot wait to meet Henry!
Ivy in Y2 is about to be famous… Do you remember she wanted to make a difference and
raise money for Cancer Research by giving up biscuits and chocolates? Well she did it,
and in the process Ivy raised over £1100. Incredible! So the Express and Star have been
to take her picture and will write about her success in the newspaper. We are so proud
of you Ivy – you now deserve to eat chocolate!

Half Term
Half Term is on the horizon. 15th to 19th February.
School will be closed to all children during this week and no home schooling will be
set! However, Miss Gregory is planning a lovely challenge for us all so that together
we can create something very special.
Last push Woodlands and then you can rest for a week.
Don’t forget to send your ‘Healthy Selfie’ - we can’t wait to see what makes you
happy.
Love from Mrs Newton

Safer Internet Day will be on the 9th February 2021.
The theme this year is, an internet we trust: exploring reliability
in the online world. We will be focusing on the reliability of
what we find on the internet.

For young people and adults alike, the online world is a fantastic source of knowledge, and opportunities to
study, learn new facts or skills and even expand perspectives are extremely valuable for all internet users. For
young people, the internet is also an effective way to create meaningful relationships - to play, connect and
share their lives with their peers. They are continuously making decisions about who and what to trust online
in the sense of playing games together and socializing online as they explore these social spaces.
We know the internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities, but how do we separate fact
from fiction?
Miss Harvey

Online Safety Posters designed by our own creative children
Gaming on line
We know that lots of our children like to play games with each other online,
either through the X Box or Playstation. This is a great way to stay in touch
with your friends and lots of fun too.
BUT there are some children who are spoiling the fun and behaving in a way
that is not acceptable. Calling other children names, putting others down and
being cruel is not acceptable in any way. Toxic Saltiness does not make a
person ‘cool’ it makes them unkind. These children would not say these things
face to face so why is it okay to say them online?
Woodlands children put each other first, we care and look out for each
other. I am extremely disappointed to hear that some of our children
have forgotten how to behave. What impact are your words having on
the other person? How are you making the other person feel?
Just remember that parents are always listening. If you are talking to a
group of children in your class online then it is likely that a parent can
hear what you are saying.
What would a parent’s impression of you be?

Emily in Y2 describing a scene from ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid Of
The Dark.’ Super imagery!
Y2 have been focusing on collage and this week
the children needed to remember a building
that they had visited and re-create it using
Paul Klee's style. Wow!
Joseph is practicing using chopsticks...

Parents: Who do you contact?
Can parents please use the year group email for any
questions about learning and Google Classroom.
Year group teams will then either email you back or
give you a ring when they are able. Please be
aware this may come up as withheld number.
Please use postbox email for other general
enquires.
Some parents are ringing the school to ask
questions about learning, or requesting a teacher to
call them back but often the teachers are working
remotely or in class. Also, the office is not always
maned
The best route for communication is through year
group email.

The best way to keep in touch
with Woodlands is through the
right email address
postbox@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
nursery@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
reception@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year1@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year2@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year3@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year4@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year5@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk
year6@woodlands.walsall.sch.uk

Teachers are choosing superstars of the week.
It take more effort to learn remotely so these
children are absolute SUPERSTARS!
Class

Name

Reason

N

Evie W

For Gaining in confidence with your learning, from spotting the missing rhyming words and using
expression in your reading. Wonderful re-tell of ‘We Are Going On A Bear Hunt”

RB

Luca S

For his hard work and determination when tackling home learning challenges. Luca has
persevered even when work has been tough, and he never fails to put a smile on the
teacher’s faces! Keep it up Luca you are doing a brilliant job.
For her enthusiasm during our Google Meet sessions. Isobel is an excellent role model, she
smiles throughout every session and puts 100% into all of the activities. Thank you Isobel,
you are a superstar
For a fantastic performance when performing her poem in her RAID lesson. You have been
trying so hard with all of your home learning. Keep up the fantastic effort Nancy
For a brilliant piece of writing about our character Pete the Badger from our story 'Tidy'.
Lacie-Mae remembered her full stops and capital letters when writing her sentences and she
demonstrated her understanding of the suffix ‘un’ fantastically. Well done Lacie-Mae keep up
the super learning!
For being a thoughtful individual. Paige has been in school every day and sometimes is the
only representative for 2B. Despite this she is always smiling, always working hard and has
such a positive attitude to school and life.

RP

Isobel D

1P

Nancy Y

1S

Lacie-Mae
J

2B

Paige C

2CP

Krish S

For showing perseverance during a time of change and showing enthusiasm with his work
during lockdown. Krish has exceptional manners and is a delight to have in school.

3E

Olivia J

For a dedicated approach towards her remote learning. Olivia works hard to complete all of
the learning tasks set for her. Well done Olivia.

3R

Nathaniel K

For a fabulous setting description. Nathaniel used ambitious vocabulary, great sentence openers and
conjunctions to extend sentences. Excellent work Nathaniel.

4GP

Aimee L

4H

Jasmine P

5M

Heidi M

For taking great pride in her work. Every piece presented beautifully. Her hard work
and dedication are clear to see. 'Back o' the net!'
For her continuous hard work with her online learning. Jasmine has been regularly sending in
the work she has completed. She always partakes in our Google Meet calls where she is more
than happy to share her ideas and what she has been doing at home. Thank you, Jasmine,
for all of your hard work.
Excellent maths work this week. It has been lovely to see your confidence grow when
multiplying and dividing numbers by 10, 100 and 1,000. Your perseverance and dedication
has helped you to consistently achieve full marks when completing your sizzling six
challenges. Well done Heidi!

Tiegan C

For showing a deep understanding of our text The Red Pyramid. When reading, Tiegan always
questions the text which really helps her to infer and deduce information. Well done Tiegan, I
am very impressed with your reading skills!

6E

Lucas M

For working really hard in his remote learning over the last few weeks. Lucas submits work
regularly and invests a great deal of effort into every task. I have been particularly impressed
by his character descriptions of Romeo and Juliet. Lucas has shown a really good
understanding of the text and made appropriate vocabulary selections. What a star!

6M

Ruby G

For the commitment she has shown to her work on fractions this week in mathematics,
despite finding this area of mathematics challenging she didn't give up and showed her best
work, well done Ruby we are very proud of you.

5G

South African Variant in Walsall
This information is from Walsall Public Health
It has been announced by the Government (01/02/2021) that a small number of cases of
the COVID-19 variant first discovered in South Africa have been identified in localities
across England, including an area in Walsall. This variant cannot be traced back to international travel, which suggests it may be the result of transmission within the community
• At the moment, we have no evidence to suggest that this variant is any more severe than others
or that the regulated vaccine would not protect against it.
• We are working closely with Public Health England and the national NHS Track and Trace team
to curb any potential spread of this variant and that is why we will be undertaking more testing in
certain areas within the Borough
• Those tests will then be sequenced (analysed), to identify if there are any more cases of this
particular strand of the virus in the area.
• So we are strongly urging everybody who lives in
WS2 7 to continue to follow the lockdown rules in the
usual way, but to take a test, whether or not they have
symptoms. (This has now been increased to include
some WS3 postcodes if they join up to a WS2 7
street, there is a full postcode checker on Walsall
website)
• Residents with symptoms should book a test in the
usual way.
• If residents are making an essential trip out, such as
to work or to the shops, then they can go to the nearest mobile testing unit.
• Alternatively, volunteers will be knocking on doors in
the WS27 postcode offering home testing kits. If you do not have specific reason to leave the
house, you can wait for your test to arrive.
• Residents are only required to take one test, but we urge every single person aged over 18
years to take one from WS27, and if they test positive, to self-isolate to stop the spread of the
virus.
•Businesses / Education settings in the WS2 7 area will be required to complete an online form to
request kits for their employees that will then be delivered
They are requesting all adults, eighteen and over, to have one of these tests.
The mobile testing sites for these tests are at Forest Arts and Walsall College Campus.
They are open seven days a week and you do not need an appointment. You can drive
through or walk in.
However, they are also delivering door to door so you can just wait at home for your test
to be delivered.
You do not need to isolate after the test whilst waiting for results (unless you have covid
symptoms).

