Hello children!
Extremely exciting news to share - the Prime Minister
has told everyone the news that we all wanted to
hear; School will be open to everyone from Monday 8th March. HURRAY!
We are so excited for you to return to school, it
just isn’t the same without you.
Did you have a lovely break over half term? I wonder which activities
you enjoyed doing the most? In our house, it was cooking, and baking,
and of course – tasting! My favourite was Hattie’s Victoria Sponge.
Delicious!
Before half term, do you remember that Miss Gregory challenged you to

create something that makes you think of the word HOPE, something
that helps us believe in a brighter future to put into Woodland’s Book of
Hopes. Miss Gregory is so pleased, your ideas are just fabulous and
cheered us all up. If you haven’t sent anything in yet, then there is still
time to create something to contribute to our special book, just email
your idea to your teacher.
Your teacher’s might be a little quieter on Google Classroom next week
because they are busy planning for your return and getting everything
ready. However, the Google Meet sessions will still be going ahead, don’t
forget to join these sessions next week or you will miss important learning.
You can begin to get ready for coming back to school too. It might be
worth going to bed a little earlier and getting up a little earlier over the
next week, in order to get you ready for those early starts. You could
also dig our your school uniform and try your clothes on to see if they still
fit - I hope you haven’t grown too tall…
So, only one more week of remote learning and then it is back to school,
with friends to see and play with, teachers to talk to and the chance to
learn together!
You can start planning what games you can play at breaktime with your
friends.
Have a lovely weekend everyone
Love Mrs Newton

Dear Parents and Carers,
Woodland’s will be open to all children from Monday 8th March.
We are so pleased that all our children will be able to return to school, we
have missed them a great deal. Seeing children on Google Meet has been wonderful but it just isn’t the
same.
I am sure the news has been received with mixed feelings by many of our families. I can imagine that
many families are ready for their children to return to school, I know that my two can’t wait! I am also
sure there will be feelings of nervousness and anxiety, by some parents and by some children.
Lockdown has affected many of our children and they exhibit this in different ways. Children may have
become withdrawn, may feel anxious, or may find it difficult to cope at certain points in time which can
result in tantrums and meltdowns.

Our main priority from 8th March is to warmly welcome our children back into school and help them
re-settle into the routine and expectations of school life. We know some children will find this tricky and
so we are ready to prioritise emotional wellbeing from the very first day, re-building our strong
relationships between children and staff, and helping children reconnect with their friends.
There is an article below that contains some useful tips about how you can help prepare your child for
their return to school. Just talking with your child about the positive aspects of school, the things they
enjoyed and playing with their friends will help make the transition easier.
Please be reassured that all our control systems to keep children and staff as safe as possible will
continue to be implemented rigorously, until we are advised it is safe to lift them.
Only one more week of home schooling! Enjoy the sunny weekend, Mrs Newton

Uniform
We ask that children return to school wearing school uniform. Wearing school uniform sets our children
up for learning and for the school day.
However, I fully understand the difficulties of growing children and that school uniform items may not fit.
Shopping is also tricky whilst we remain in lockdown. Therefore, we ask that you do the best you can and
if it isn’t possible for your child to wear the full uniform then please enable your child to be as close as
possible.

PE Days
Children can still wear their PE kits on their PE day.
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Y2
Y3 and Reception
Y1 and Y4
Y6
Y5

School arrival and dismissal
The entry and exit times from 8th March will be the same as the Autumn term.
(Although, we do hope that we can move closer to our normal entry and exit times from
the beginning of the Summer term.)
We strongly request that adults wear a face covering at entry and exit times.
Nursery
Morning Nursery
Afternoon Nursery

Entry Time

Exit Time

8:30 – 8:35
Ramp
12:30 – 12:35
Ramp

11:30
Children dismissed
in house colours
Blue 3:00
Green 3:10
Red 3:20
Yellow 3:30

Year Group

Entry Time

Families with
siblings
Reception

8:30
Front Gate
8:30 – 8:35
Front Gate
8:40 – 8:45
Front Gate
8:40 – 8:45
Front Gate
8:50 – 8:55
Front Gate
8:50 – 8:55
Back gate
8:50 – 8:55
Back gate
8:40 – 8:45
Back Gate

Y1
Y2
Y3
Y4
Y5
Y6

Exit Time

Children dismissed
in house colours
Blue 3:00
Green 3:10
Red 3:20
Yellow 3:30

Children in Y6 who
walk home will be
dismissed in two
groups
3:00
3:15

Walsall Holiday Activities
Programme is running over Easter
The government announced the expansion of it’s
tried and tested Holiday Activities and Food programme across all local authorities. This programme is
aiming to provide healthy food and enriching activities during the holidays to children who receive
benefits-related free school meals. It will offer families the opportunity to access rewarding and active activities alongside healthy meals during the school holidays.
Eligible families (in receipt of free school meals) should have received a postcard through their letterbox
like this one, with your child’s unique registration number. It is then important that you register; either
online or by telephone.
Families who sign up will be able to access fun, exciting and
enriching activities during the holidays which will help beat
boredom and enable your child to connect to other children.
The range of activities will be published from March 19th, then
parents will be able to sign up to the activities, because of covid,
many of them will be online at this time.
Families will also receive four healthy food kits, complete with
ingredients and recipes.
If you haven’t received a postcard and believe that you are eligible, or have lost the postcard, then please
email WR4C@walsall.gov.uk stating your child’s name, date of birth and we will reissue the unique code.
It is worth registering your child!

Planning the curriculum will take teacher’s
away from remote learning during the next week.
We are currently busy in school re-writing the curriculum for the
remaining weeks of the academic year.
We are very aware that the start of this academic year was focussed on assessment and teaching the key objectives from last academic year; the objectives that were
missed due to the summer lockdown. That meant this academic year’s curriculum was started later and has
been interrupted by various year groups needing to isolate and by the spring lockdown.
July may seem a long way off but we have a great deal of the curriculum to teach in this short time.
Therefore, we are currently identifying the absolutely essential content in each subject area for each year
group and mapping this critical learning across the remaining weeks of the year.
This is a significant task but crucial if we are to prepare your children for the next academic year.
Next week, remote learning will still be provided on Google Classroom or through the paper packs as
needed.
However, staff will be less active on email and on Google Classroom next week as they review the
curriculum and plan ahead for your child. This means that teachers will not be marking or feeding back on
work submitted. Staff will continue with the Google Meet sessions according to the timetable but they will
be shorter sessions than normal.
There is a lot to do but Woodland’s team know how to rise to a challenge!

Teachers are choosing superstars of the week.
It take more effort to learn remotely so these
children are absolute SUPERSTARS!
Name
N

Reuben A
Lyla E

Reason
For gaining in confidence during lockdown and making amazing progress with your mark making skills.
For gaining in confidence during lockdown and making amazing progress with your mark making skills.

RB

Bonnie J

For always having a positive attitude. Bonnie always preserves with her learning and always wears
her Woodland’s smile!

RP

Finley D

For his energy and enthusiasm during our live English and maths lessons. Finley has worked hard
throughout the duration of lockdown and it was clear to see his learning was embedded. What an
achievement!

1P

Logan H

For fantastic contribution during google meets. Logan confidence has massively grown, and it is
wonderful to see him engaging and enjoying google meets. Well done Logan. We are all very proud of
you.

1S

Milana S

For super suffix learning! Milana could accurately explain how and why we use the suffix ‘s’ and then
independently applied it when writing her sentences. Well done Milana!

2B

Esmee S

For getting straight back into her home learning after half term. She has handed in Maths, Reading
and English learning already this week on Google Classroom. Her learning at home is as well presented
as it is in school too.

2CP

Noah D-J

For a sensible and mature attitude towards his learning. He has been trying hard with his handwriting
too. Noah also shows manners and respect when on Google Meet.

3E

Archie S

For a fantastic approach towards all of his learning. Archie always works hard and challenges himself
to get on to the spicy challenges! Archie is also trying to ensure each piece of work is his best and he
has impressed all of his teachers this week with his presentation. Well done Archie!

3R

Edward J

For showing resilience while working at home. Edward puts in continuing effort into his learning and I
am very proud of all that he has achieved. Well done Edward.

4GP

Poppy O-B

For being just absolutely fabulous! She joins our online meetings with a smile and is full of enthusiasm
for learning. 'Back 'O the net'

4H

Amreet S

For her dedication to her learning at home. Especially her learning of the timetables as she has been
practising daily improving her recall. Great work Amreet.

5M

Sienna C

For having a mature and dedicated approach to all areas of the curriculum. Sienna, you put in 100%
effort into every lesson and this is evident in the progress that you are making. Well done!

5G

Charlie D

For always putting 100 percent effort into his remote learning, Charlie has a go at all subjects and
tries his very best. Charlie also worked really hard in the Google Meet with Miss Martin, showing his
understanding of multiplication and division. Super star Charlie, keep up the hard work.

6E

Lily-May L

For working incredibly hard both at home and in school throughout lockdown. Lily has completed all
of the tasks set and always to a very high standard - even on days that she has not felt well and
should not have been working! You are a star Lily, who shows an incredible commitment towards
making progress in her learning. Keep up the hard work!

6M

Holly M

For the amazing effort she put into her science experiment investigating the decay of bread as she
explored which conditions make bread mouldy.

